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Age of third-degree torture 
over, Shah tells police officials 

Home Minister gives call for a robust forensic set-up 



Metro commuter can 
now carry heavier bag 

NEW DELHI 

Passengers on Metro trains 
can carry one bag up to 25 kg 
in weight, not be more than 
80cm in length, 50cm in 
breadth and 30cm in height, 
up from the earlier Limit of 15 
kg, according to rules notified 
by the Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Ministry on 
Tuesday. The Metro Railways 
(Carriage and Ticket) 
Amendment Rules, 2019, 
also put in place a rule 
against "bundles" as 
baggage. 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

The age of third-degree tor¬ 
ture was over and the police 
should stay a step ahead of 
crime and “criminal-minded 
people” through better in¬ 
vestigation and forensic evi¬ 
dence, Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah said on Wednes¬ 
day 

He was speaking at the 
50th foundation day of the 
Bureau of Police Research 
and Development (BPRD), a 
think-tank under the Minis- 



Amit Shah 


try of Home Affairs. 

Mr. Shah said old police 
concepts should be revived 
for investigation and mere 
“reliance on phone tapping” 


was not going to yield re¬ 
sults. He stressed on need 
for a robust forensic set-up 
that would make it impossi¬ 
ble for criminals to escape 
the clutches of law. 

“Modernisation plan for 
police forces should be 
made for at least 10 years... 
This is not an age of third- 
degree [torture], police 
should stay ahead of crime 
and criminal-minded peo¬ 
ple,” Mr. Shah said. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Cabinet eases rules for FDI in retail, media 

Local sourcing norms for single brand retail diluted 


CITY^ PAGE 3 


Candidates for JNUSU 
election declared 

NEW DELHI 

Candidates for the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University Students' 
Union election, to be held on 
September 6, were declared 
on Wednesday. The 
Students' Federation of India, 
All India Students' 
Association, All India 
Students' Federation and the 
Democratic Students' 
Federation have joined hands 
to form a united Left panel to 
take on the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad. 

CITY ► PAGE 3 


YASH 2020 


UPSC 2020 Prelims 
Orientation Batch 

Comprehensive Test Series 
Expert Guidance Sessions 


Starting from 4 th October 

Chanakya Mandal Pariwar, orn, New Delhi 
Registration: 8308837038 , 8388837832 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Union Cabinet on Wed¬ 
nesday announced a num¬ 
ber of decisions designed to 
attract increased foreign di¬ 
rect investment (FDI) into 
the country, including eas¬ 
ing local sourcing norms for 
single-brand retail 

companies. 

Currently, the FDI policy 
says that a single-brand re¬ 
tail company with more 
than 51% FDI needs to 
source 30% of its goods 
from within India. The new 
decision says that this 30% 
can be calculated over the 
first five years of operation. 

Further, sourcing for ex¬ 
ports will also count to¬ 
wards the local sourcing re- 


Subsidy for 
sugar exports 

With record sugar 
production continuing to 
drive down prices, the 
Centre has decided to offer 
a H0.45 per kg subsidy to 
incentivise mills to export 
their surplus stocks. ► page 15 


quirement, the government 
said. The government also 
updated the FDI policy in 
keeping with prevalent busi¬ 
ness practices, it said. 

“With a view to provide 
greater flexibility and ease 
of operations to SBRT (sin¬ 
gle brand retail trade) enti¬ 
ties, it has been decided that 


all procurements made 
from India by the SBRT enti¬ 
ty for that single brand shall 
be counted towards local 
sourcing, irrespective of 
whether the goods procured 
are sold in India or export¬ 
ed,” the government said in 
a release. 

The current FDI policy 
provides for 100% FDI un¬ 
der the automatic route in 
the manufacturing sector. 
There was no specific provi¬ 
sion for contract manufac¬ 
turing in the policy. 

It has now decided to al¬ 
low 100% FDI under the au¬ 
tomatic route in contract 
manufacturing in India as 
well. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


5-judge SC Bench to hear pleas 
on withdrawal of Article 370 

Order comes amid caution by govt, to exercise restraint on observations on J&K 



Holidays continue: No student turned up at this school in 
Srinagar when it was reopened on Wednesday, -nissar ahmad 


Yechury to visit Valley 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Wed¬ 
nesday referred to a five- 
judge Bench several peti¬ 
tions challenging the with¬ 
drawal of Article 370 and 
bifurcation of the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir into 
two Union Territories. 

A Presidential Order on 
August 5 had withdrawn Ar¬ 
ticle 370, through which spe¬ 
cial rights and privileges had 
been accorded to the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir since 
1954 in accordance with the 
Instrument of Accession. 

“Let all the petitions on 
the Article 370 issue go to a 
five-judge Bench for hear¬ 
ing,” Chief Justice of India 
Ranjan Gogoi, heading a 
three-judge Bench, said. 

The order came amidst 
fervent prayers by the go¬ 
vernment, represented by 
Attorney General K.K. Venu- 
gopal and Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, to exercise 
restraint as far as orders and 
oral observations on J&K 
were concerned. 

“The Article 370 issue has 
international and cross-bor¬ 
der implications. Whatever 
statements made here are 
sent to the United Nations,” 
Mr. Venugopal seemed to 
caution. 

“Does this mean the Su¬ 
preme Court cannot do its 
duty?” senior advocate Ash- 
wani Kumar, for one of the 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A three-judge Bench of the 
Supreme Court on Wednes¬ 
day allowed the general se¬ 
cretary of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist) Sita- 
ram Yechury, to visit Jammu 
and Kashmir to meet his par¬ 
ty colleague M.Y. Tarigami. 

The Bench also allowed 
Mohammed Aleem Sayed, a 
young lawyer who was wor- 


petitioners, asked Mr. Venu¬ 
gopal. “We know our du¬ 
ties,” CJI Gogoi told the la¬ 
wyers in a clipped manner. 

The CJI also indicated that 
the Constitution Bench may 
start hearing the matter 
from the beginning of Octob- 


ried about his aged parents 
in the Valley, to go and meet 
his parents. It asked the State 
to provide him adequate 
protection. 

Mr. Yechury, represented 
by senior advocate Raju Ra- 
machandran, said he wanted 
to meet Mr. Tarigami over 
concerns about the latter’s 
health. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


er. The court also issued not¬ 
ice to the government on the 
basis of several petitions 
challenging media restric¬ 
tions in J&K. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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50,000 govt, 
posts will be 
filled: Malik 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR 

In his first press confe¬ 
rence since the August 5 
decision to scrap J&K’s spe¬ 
cial status. Governor Satya 
Pal Malik on Wednesday 
announced that 50,000 va¬ 
cant government posts 
would be filled in the next 
few months. Calling on the 
youth to participate in the 
recruitment drive, he said 
the culture, identity, herit¬ 
age and language of J&K 
would be protected. 

Hinting that the suspen¬ 
sion of Internet is likely to 
continue, he said the Inter¬ 
net was the “most danger¬ 
ous instrument”. He, ho¬ 
wever, said mobile services 
were being restored in the 
Handwara and Kupwara 
areas of north Kashmir. 

Warning political lead¬ 
ers of public wrath for any 
support to continuation of 
Article 370, Mr. Malik said, 
“I want to assure people 
that identity of J&K, its cul¬ 
ture, languages, religions, 
heritage, will be protected. 
It’s solemn assurance of 
Prime Minister Modi.” 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


Johnson suspends 
Parliament till Oct. 14 

Anti-Brexit MPs condemn move 


AGEN CE FRANCE PRESSE 

LONDON 

British Prime Minister Bo¬ 
ris Johnson announced on 
Wednesday that the sus¬ 
pension of British Parlia¬ 
ment would be extended 
until October 14 - just two 
weeks before the U.K. is set 
to leave the EU - sparking 
outrage among anti-Brexit 
MPs. 

MPs will return to Lon¬ 
don later than in recent 
years, giving pro-EU law¬ 
makers less time than ex¬ 
pected to thwart Mr. John¬ 
son's Brexit plans before 
Britain is due to leave the 
EU on October 31. 

“We’re going to do it on 
October 14,” Mr. Johnson 
told reporters. He is due to 
attend one last EU summit 
three days later. “There will 
be ample time on both 
sides of that crucial Octob¬ 
er 17 summit, ample time in 



Boris Johnson 


Parliament for MPs to de¬ 
bate,” Mr. Johnson said. 

The move enraged oppo¬ 
sition MPs involved in try¬ 
ing to stop Brexit. Tom Wat¬ 
son, deputy leader of the 
opposition Labour Party, 
said, “This action is an ut¬ 
terly scandalous affront to 
our democracy. We cannot 
let this happen.” 

OPPOSITION UPSET ► PAGE 14 


Annual journey 



Workers shifting a Ganesha idol that arrived from Nagpur at the M.G. Ramachandran Central Railway Station in Chennai. 
Pandals have sprung up across the country for the Ganesh Chaturthi festival on September 2. ■ k.v. srinivasan 


Silence is a punishment, 
says Minister Javadekar 

Gives away awards for community radio 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Union Information and 
Broadcasting Minister Pra- 
lcash Javadekar said on 
Wednesday that the “big¬ 
gest punishment” for peo¬ 
ple was not having a means 
of communication and not 
being able to talk to 
anyone. 

He was speaking at the 
National Awards for Com¬ 
munity Radio. 

His comments come 
against the backdrop of the 
ongoing communication 
blockade in Kashmir, where 
Internet and mobile servic¬ 
es have been suspended for 
the last 22 days. 

Mr. Javadekar also 
launched a booklet titled 
‘Jan Connect’ on the first 75 
days of the Narendra Modi 
government’s second term. 
Launching the booklet, he 
applauded the nullification 
of Article 370 revoking spe- 



Prakash Javadekar 


cial Constitutional status 
for Jammu & Kashmir. 

“With the historic deci¬ 
sion on Article 370, Kash¬ 
mir will get the develop¬ 
ment that they did not get 
till now. All the laws that are 
applicable to the rest of the 
country will be applicable 
there too,” Mr. Javadekar 
said. 

The Minister gave away 
awards in five community 
radio categories for the 
years 2018 and 2019. 


In Shivpuri, one birthday to link them all 

With no documents to prove their age, Kakra residents get January 1 as default date on Aadhaar card 


1 killed, another injured in U.P. mob 
attack on child-lifting suspicion 



They were thrashed while taking their nephew to hospital 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

SHIVPURI 

“I think I am 30,” says Kallo 
Adiwasi who, according to 
her crisp Aadhaar card, is 
39, and going by her tattered 
black-and-white voter ID, 49. 

But there’s one thing that 
this member of the 
vulnerable Saharia tribe 
shares with other residents 
of Kakra village in Madhya 
Pradesh’s Shivpuri district: 
the date and the month of 
birth mentioned on the 
Aadhaar card - January 1. 

Young or old, male or 
female, in fact, anyone 
without a proof of date of 
birth has been shown to be 
born on January 1. 

“I like to tell people I am 
25 in order to seem 
younger,” says Asholc 



Adiwasi, born on 
January 1,1985, as 
per his card. “We 
don’t have a 
system of 
recording 
birthdays. I don’t 
even know when I 
was born. How 
does it matter 
anyway? We don’t 
celebrate 
birthdays.” 

Jagaram, Maho, 

Puran, Asarapi, Radha 
and Jasodi and several 
other villagers share the 
same birthday. Even Ajuddi 
Adiwasi, purportedly 84, 
shares his birthday with 
Kallon Adiwasi, now four. 

According to the policy of 
the Unique Identification 
Authority of India (UIDAI), 



ILLUSTRATION: DEEPAK HARICHANDAN 

tasked with enrolling 
citizens under the 
programme, if an individual 
is unable to produce a proof 
of birth at the time of 



registration, they can 
declare it without 
supporting documents. In 
case they don’t 
remember the date, 
merely stating the age 
will do. 

Official’s decision 

In 2016, at Jakhanod 
village, when it was 
Ramadullhari Adiwasi’s 
turn at a registration 
camp, she was left 
stammering when she was 
asked her age. 

“The official scanned me 
from top to bottom and 
declared that I was 39,” she 
says, flashing her card that 
shows January 1,1977, as her 
date of birth. 

Back in Kakra, Udaysingh 
Adiwasi’s date of birth on his 



Aadhaar card is January 1, 
2004, which makes him 15. 
Yet, he holds a voter identity 
card which gives his birth 
year as 2000. When asked 
about the discrepancy, he 
says, “Wait, I’ll get my other 
Aadhaar card. It has yet 
another date of birth.” 

In 2017, news reports 
claimed that nearly all 
residents of a tribal- 
dominated village in 
Hardwar in Uttarakhand 
were born on January 1 as 
per their Aadhaar cards. 

The UIDAI had clarified that 
as per its policy, if a person 
was only able to declare his 
or her age during 
enrolment, the system by 
default takes January 1 of 
that year as the date of 
birth. 



ANUJ KUMAR 

GHAZIABAD 

A man was killed and anoth¬ 
er seriously injured by a 
mob in a village in Sambhal 
when it mistook the two for 
child-lifters on Tuesday. 

Raju and Ramavtar, from 
Chhabra village of Chandau- 
si in Sambhal district, were 
taking their nephew Ravi for 
treatment on a motorbike to 
a hospital when a group of 
men in Jarai village attacked 
them. 

Local sources said the 
child was crying because of 
stomach pain and the un¬ 
identified men, agitated by 
social media posts about the 
presence of alleged child-lif¬ 
ters in the area, mistook the 



uncles as culprits. They 
were mercilessly beaten by 
sticks by a mob that gradual¬ 
ly swelled to around 300 pe¬ 
ople. By the time the police 
reached, the two brothers 
had lost consciousness. Mr. 
Raju passed away on the way 
to hospital while Mr. Ramav¬ 
tar’s condition remains 
grave. 

Yamuna Prasad, Superin¬ 
tendent of Police, Sambhal, 
told The Hindu, “Based on 
video evidence collected 
from the spot, four persons 
have been arrested under 
charges of murder and riot¬ 
ing and an FIR has been re¬ 
gistered against 14 more for 
rioting. We will arrest them 
soon. Ramavtar is stable.” 



He appealed to locals not to 
believe in rumours being 
spread through social 
media. 

20 cases in two weeks 

In the past two weeks, at 
least 20 cases have emerged 
from western U.P. of ru¬ 
mours of e bachcha chor’ 
(child-lifters) leading to mob 
attacks. Five women from 
Gujarat were thrashed by a 
mob on suspicion of being 
child-lifters while they were 
selling ropes in Shamli dis¬ 
trict on Monday. They were 
rescued by the police. Even 
mentally-ill persons are not 
being spared. Two such cas¬ 
es have come to light in Bu- 
landshahr and Bareilly. 



A ND-NDE 







































2 CITY 


DELHI THE HINDU 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019 




BIG LEARNINGS MADE EASY 
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GENERAL STUDIES 

FOUNDATION COURSE 


FOR CIVIL SERVICES EXAMINATION 2020 


jth August, 2019 

at Old Rajinder Nagar Centre 




ia 

,,.© also available 


Experienced Pool of Faculty. 

Time bound completion of syllabus. 
Weekly Class Test. 

Weekly Current Affairs Discussion. 
Prelims Test Series (30 Tests). 

Mains Test Series (12 Tests). 


Integrated approach towards prelims and mains 
Systematic Subject Sequence and Well framed modules 
Essay Writing Programme 

Current++ Programme (1 year current affairs revision) 
Dedicated Academic Coach for each student 
Interview Guidance Programme 


Open Seminar 
o n Mathematics Optional 

• Why choose Maths as an Optional ? 

• How to start preparation ? • How to maximize your score ? 

b Maneesh Singh 

More than 10 years of teaching experience 


At Old Rajinder Nagar Centre 


31 st Auu, 2D19 • 1:00 PM 


At Saket Centre 


r sept, 2019 • 1:00 PM 


For free registration, visit: www.nextias.com/mathsseminar 


OPTIONAL SUBJECTS 


PHILOSOPHY 

for CSE 2020 

in association with PATANJALI IAS 



u 





r 


10“ Oct 

5:30 - 8:00 PM 


Old Rajinder 
Nagar Centre 


Course Features: 

• Quality Teaching with comprehensive coverage 
of the syllabus. 

• Thoroughly researched and well designed Study 
Material. 


Founder & Director of Patanjali IAS. 
Renowned faculty of philosophy in CSE field. 
More than 15 years of teaching experience. 
Guided many successful candidates in CSE. 

• Focus on conceptual clarity with integrated 
answer writing approach. 

• Mains Test Series for CSE 2020 included. 

• 3 months - 6 days a week - 2.5 hours a day. 


MATHEMATICS 

for CSE 2020 


1 


by Maneesh Singh 




if sept 


Old Rajinder 
Nagar Centre 


8:00 -11:00 AM 

Course Features: 

• Comprehensive Coverage of Syllabus. 

• Quality teaching with focus on conceptual clarity. 

• Focus on individual attention. 


Well known faculty of mathematics in UPSC field 
More than 10 years of teaching experience. 


Exclusive class tests for continuous 
assessment and improvement. 
Mains test series 2020 included. 
Duration 5 months, 3 hours a day. 


FORESTRY 

through Questions 

for IFoS 2019 



10 th Oct 

Old Rajinder 


1:00 to 4:00 PM 

Nagar Centre 

LIVE/ONLINE 

also available 


Course Features: 

• Coverage of whole syllabus through questions 

• Includes questions based on Static Theory, Static 
Applied & questions of other nature asked in IFoS. 


Ex - IFoS (1982 Batch), 

M.Sc in Botany with specialization 
in Genetics and Plant Breeding. 


• Focus on conceptual clarity. 

• Sessions for answer writing improvement. 

• 30 days - 6 days a week - 3 hours a day 


Old Rajinder Nagar Centre (Delhi): Ph: 011 -49858612,8800338066 
Saket Centre (Delhi): Ph: 011 -45124642,8800776445 

® info@nextias.com © www.nextias.com 


Court orders police protection for 
NG0 counsellor after abduction bid 

Complainant works with survivors of sexual abuse; HC pulls up Delhi Police 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday ordered police 
protection to a counsellor at 
Shalcti Shalini, a Delhi-based 
NGO which works with survi¬ 
vors of sexual abuse, follow¬ 
ing a complaint that she has 
been receiving threats and 
has escaped an abduction bid 
earlier this month. 

Justice Brijesh Sethi also 
ordered the Delhi police to 
reinvestigate into the com¬ 
plaint made by a Shakti Shali- 
ni coordinator and file a sta¬ 
tus report before the court by 
the next date of hearing in 
October. 

During the hearing, the 


judge questioned the Delhi 
police as to why they have re¬ 
gistered a Non-Cognizable 
Report of a lost mobile in the 
case. 

The Shakti Shalini coordi¬ 
nator, in her petition, stated 
that the NGO had provided 
shelter to a woman and her 
11-month-old baby after she 
sought their help. 

Creates ruckus 

After her admission at the 
shelter home, her live-in 
partner and a few others 
started visiting the shelter 
home and its head office de¬ 
manding that she and her 
child be returned. On August 
2, the live-in partner along 


with others visited the shelter 
home and created a ruckus 
and threatened the woman 
and attempted to snatch the 
child away from her. 

On August 7, when the 
coordinator was heading 
back home after work and 
stopped at an ATM booth in 
Jangpura, the live-in partner 
of the woman and a few oth¬ 
ers tried to abduct her by for¬ 
cibly pulling her into a car. 

When the coordinator 
tried to make a call to the pol¬ 
ice, her phone was snatched. 
Then, one of the spectators 
called the police. A beat con¬ 
stable came to the spot and 
rescued her and took all the 
persons to the police station. 


Upon insistence by the 
Shakti Shalini coordinator to 
register an FIR of abduction 
and assault, the police official 
handed her a non-cognisable 
offence information report. 
On Wednesday, before the 
High Court, the Station 
House Officer of Nizamuddin 
assured that he will look into 
the complaint and take ac¬ 
tion as per law. 

During the day, another 
HC Bench directed the police 
to provide protection to the 
woman and her child. The 
Bench further directed to 
provide the phone number of 
the officer whom the woman 
can call if she receives any 
threat in future. 


WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY 


Chief Project Director 
Railway Electrification, Jabalpur 
(Engineering Branch) 
Open Tender (e-Tender) 

e-Tender is invited on behalf of The 
President of India acting through 
Executive Engineer, Railway 
Electrification, Jabalpur for the 
following work: 

1. Tender Notice No.: REJBPENGG 
852201901R, Date: 24.08.2019; 
Name of Work with Location: 

Provision of supporting arrangement 
for erection of bridge masts on the piers 
of the Up & Dn line on Bridge No.1136/1 
& 1166/1 between Satna - Katni section 
in connection with RE work in Gr.174 
in WCR. Approx. Cost of the Work: 
t 81,23,367.37 (? Eighty one lacs 
twenty three thousand three hundred 
sixty seven point three seven only). 
Earnest Money: X 1,62,500.00 (? One 
lac sixty two thousand five hundred 
only). Closing Date & Time: 
19.09.2019 up to 15.00 Hrs. Date & 
Time of Opening: 19.09.2019, 16.00 
Hrs. Completion Period: 03 Months. 
The complete information of the above 
e-Tenders are available on website 
“https://ireps.gov.in” and also placed 
on the Notice Board of the Chief 
Project Director, Railway Electrification, 
Jabalpur. Tenders other than in the 
form of e-bids shall not be accepted 
against above tenders. 
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Kejriwal announces campaign 
against vector-borne diseases 

Ten-week drive in city to begin from September 1 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal announced the launch of 
a mega 10-week campaign 
against dengue and chikun- 
gunya here on Wednesday. 

Titled 10 Hafte , 10 Baje 10 
minute Har Ravivar, Dengue 
Par War , the campaign will 
be launched from CM’s offi¬ 
cial residence on Sunday and 
continue for the next 10 con¬ 
secutive weeks. 

While making the announ¬ 
cement, the Chief Minister 
took the opportunity to ap¬ 
preciate the collective efforts 
of the government and the 
people of the Capital for 
“successful results” in con¬ 
taining and combating the 
vector-borne diseases during 


Rajasthan Olive Cultivation Limited 

\ (Joint Venture of Govt, of Rajasthan) 

State Institute of Agriculture Management Campus, 

Agriculture Research Station, Durgapura, Jaipur-302018, Rajasthan (India) 
Ph.91-0141-2554106, Web: www.rajolive.com, Email: rocl@rajolive.com 

CIN: U01122RJ2007PLC024246, GST No.: 08AADCR5870K1ZX 

T. 1 (95 i) 3tre.3tr.ffD^r./2019-20/2620 

21.08.2019 

1 ate 4 

vidilRd C^jf 

9 2:00 s[4r 

ps://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in 

3iTfc14 0crcf|c)3T ; T IclfHcts % STRi sK-Jl ^ 

3^ ^ Prfcf^T/ ^ 1 1.09.201 

cbwfdii 4 3-iiHBid # f i 4«si>Hi^d. www.rajolive.oom zn htt 

S. 

No. 

Name of Work 

Date of Bid 
Submission 

Date of Bid 
Opening 

Estimate Cost 
of Bid in Lac 

EMD Amount 
inLac(Rs.) 

Tender 

Fee(Rs.) 

1. 

Rate contract for 
Sale of Produce at 
COE, Bassi, Jaipur 

11.09.2019 
upto 2.00 
PM 

11.09.2019 
3.00 PM 

25.00 

0.50 

1000.00 

fcfr^ft PlRcil C}4 fsRT cfiRUT 6fcTl4 c[5*4 cffi SifacJoN % W 

(4r^T cTTeT cR-f) 

UBN NO. AGR1920WSRC00127 4^/41/ 2225 / 2019-2020 IPhjcfJ, dcidM^l'ci 


PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE 
APPEARANCE OF A PERSON ACCUSED 


See Section U/S 82 Cr. P.C. 

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused 
Ekansh Choudhary, S/o Sh. Yuv Raj, R/o WZ-128, Near 
Chauti Chaupal, Mandir Wali Gali, Shadipur Village, 
Delhi has committed (or is suspected to have committed) 
the offence in case FIR No. 237/2019, u/s 308/506/34 IPC, 
P.S. Patel Nagar, Delhi and it has been returned to a 
warrant of arrest thereupon issued that the said Ekansh 
Choudhary cannot be found and whereas it has been 
shown to my satisfaction that the said Ekansh Choudhary 
has absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service 
of the said warrant). 

Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Ekansh 
Choudhary of FIR No. 237/2019, u/s 308/506/34 IPC, P.S. 
Patel Nagar, Delhi is required to appear before this Court to 
answer the said complaint on or before 09.10.2019. 

By order 
Ms. Bhawani Sharma, 
Addl. Chief Metropolitan Magistrate (West), 

Room No. 145, 

DP/6540/CD/19(Court Matter) Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi 
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Arvind Kejriwal 

the last three years. He said 
that the city witnessed a 
“sharp decline” in the num¬ 
ber of cases reported. 

“We appeal to the people 
of Delhi to give 10 minutes ev¬ 
ery Sunday at 10 a.m. to 
check all sources of stagnant 
water at their homes as the 
dengue mosquitoes breed 
only in clean water,” the 
Chief Minister said. 

As per government data, 


the number of dengue cases 
reported in the Capital stea¬ 
dily decreased from 15,867 in 
2015 to 2,798 in 2018; 75 cas¬ 
es have been reported so far 
this year. Deaths due to den¬ 
gue have come down from 
60 in 2015 to four in 2018; no 
deaths have been reported so 
far this year. Chikungunya 
cases have come down from 
7,760 cases in 2016 to 165 in 
2018; 21 cases have been re¬ 
ported so far this year. 

BJP takes credit 

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP chief 
Manoj Tiwari said that the da¬ 
ta provided by Mr. Kejriwal 
was an “admission” of the 
fact that the BJP-ruled corpo¬ 
rations had functioned well 
in controlling such diseases. 


Cerebration Business Quiz 
to be held in city tomorrow 

(5) 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Hindu Business Line is 
back with the 17th edition 
of Cerebration Business 
Quiz. Presented by Union 
Bank, the quiz will see a 
range of participants which 
include business profes¬ 
sionals, corporate execu¬ 
tives, students from promi¬ 
nent B-schools and MBA 
aspirants. 

Packaged as the coun¬ 
try’s toughest corporate bu¬ 
siness quiz, it will be held 
across six cities - Chennai, 
Hyderabad, Delhi, Kochi, 
Bengaluru and Mumbai. 

In Delhi, the quiz will be 
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held on Friday at the For¬ 
tune Institute of Interna¬ 
tional Business, Vasant Vi- 
har. 

Participants can register 
themselves by logging onto 
www. cerebration.co. in. 


RE: 


To, 


OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR 
UNLAWFUL ACTIVITIES (PREVENTION)TRIBUNAL, 
ROOM N0.104, FIRST FLOOR, BLOCK ’A’ 
DELHI HIGH COURT, NEW DELHI-110003 

Notification No. S.0.2469(E) dated 10th July, 2019, issued by 
the Central Government, under sub-Section (1) and (3) of 
Section 3 of the Unlawful Activities(Prevention) Act,1967, 
declaring the Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) as an Unlawful 
Association. 


Sikhs For Justice 

WHEREAS the Central Government in exercise of the powers 
conferred by sub-sections (1) and (3) of Section 3 of the Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967(37 of 1967) (hereinafter 
referred to as “the Act”) has declared Sikhs For Justice (for short 
'SFJ') to be an “Unlawful Association” vide Notification No.S.O. 
2469(E) dated 10th July, 2019[published in the Gazette of India: 
Extraordinary Part II, Section 3(ii)] 

AND WHEREAS by Gazette Notification No. S.O. 2856(E) 
dated 7th August, 2019 [published in the Gazette of India: 
Extraordinary Part-11,Section 3(ii)], in exercise of powers under 
sub-section(1)of Section 5 of the Act, the Central Government 
has constituted a Tribunal comprising Hon’ble Mr. Justice D.N. 
Patel, Chief Justice, High Court of Delhi, for adjudicating as to 
whether there is sufficient cause for declaring Sikhs For Justice 
("SFJ") as an “Unlawful Association's required by sub- 
section(1) of Section 4 of the said Act. 

NOW THEREFORE, a notice is hereby given under sub- 
section(2)of Section 4 of the Act and you are hereby called upon 
to show cause, within 30 days from the date of service of notice, 
as to why your Association, declared as unlawful, be not 
adjudicated to be so and why an order confirming such 
declaration be not made under Section4(3) of the Act. 

The objections/reply affidavits, if any, may be filed/delivered, 
before the next date of hearing of the Tribunal, to the 
undersigned at his office in Room No. 104,First Floor,'A'Block 
Delhi High Court, SherShah Road, New Delhi-110003. In case 
the objections/reply and the documents are in regional 
language, true English Translation thereof be also attached. 

You may appear through a duly authorized person before the 
Tribunal on 20.09.2019 at 9:30 a.m. in Court No.1,“A” Block, 
Second Floor, Delhi High Court, Sher Shah Road, New Delhi - 
110003 forfurther proceedings. 

Given under my hand and the seal of the Unlawful Activities 
(Prevention) Tribunal, High.Court of Delhi, New Delhi this the 
13thAugust,2019. (Lorren Bamniyal) 

REGISTRAR 

Unlawful Activities(Prevention)Tribunal 
Delhi High Court Building, Sher Shah Road, New Delhi 
DP/987/Spl.Cell/19 (Court Matter) _ 
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Candidates for JNU Students’ 
Union election declared 

SFI, AISA, AISF and DSF come together to form united Left panel to fight ABVP 



JNUSU presidential candidates (from Left): Jitendra Suna 
(BAPSA), Priyanka Bharati (CRJD), Aishe Ghosh (SFI), 
Raghavendra Mishra (Independent), Manish Jangid (ABVP) and 
Prashant Kumar (NSUI) on Wednesday, -shiv kumar pushpakar 


in BRIEF 



Panel formed for Sheesh 
Mahal park revamp 


NEW DELHI 

Lieutenant-Governor Anil 
Baijalon Wednesday 
constituted a committee for 
redevelopment of Sheesh 
Mahal district park in 
Shalimar Bagh and heritage 
structures inside it and 
directed officials to complete 
it by December 2020. Mr. 
Baijal directed officials to 
take on greening activities in 
the entire area and 
renovation of heritage 
structures in the park, pti 

Delhi govt, announces 
fellowship for artists 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government on 
Wednesday announced street 
performance fellowships for 
1,000 young artists in order 
to promote and mentor talent 
in this field. Selected 
candidates, aged 18-40 years, 
will be given fellowships by 
Art, Culture and Languages 
department, said a 
government statement, pti 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Candidates for the Jawahar- 
lal Nehru University Stu¬ 
dents’ Union election, to be 
held on September 6, were 
declared on Wednesday. 

The Students’ Federation 
of India (SFI), All India Stu¬ 
dents’ Association (AISA), All 
India Students’ Federation 
(AISF) and the Democratic 
Students’ Federation (DSF) 
joined hands to form a unit¬ 
ed Left panel to take on the 
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 
Parishad (ABVP). 

The other student organi¬ 
sations in the presidential 
race are the National Stu¬ 
dents’ Union of India (NSUI), 
the Birsa Ambedkar Phule 
Students’ Association (BAP¬ 
SA) and the students’ wing of 
the Rashtriya Janata Dal. 
There is one independent 
candidate in the race who 
has also thrown his hat into 
the race for President of the 
JNUSU. 


The united Left panel’s 
candidate for president 
Aishe Ghosh said that the as¬ 
sociation of the Left at JNU 
was not symbolic but based 
on everyday hard work that 
activists put in for the stu¬ 
dent community and their 
concerns. 

Key issues 

She said that the Left panel 
would uphold the democrat¬ 
ic and progressive ethos of 


the campus, would resist all 
administrative and Right- 
wing assaults on JNU. The 
Left unity panel would fight 
for decent accommodation 
for every student, improve¬ 
ment of transport facilities 
and gender justice on cam¬ 
pus, she said. 

The ABVP’s presidential 
candidate Manish Jangid 
said, “The ABVP would focus 
on issues affecting daily life 
of students like poor living 


conditions, social justice in 
admission policy and esta¬ 
blishing placement cells.” He 
said that the ABVP was the 
single largest student organi¬ 
sation on campus and it 
worked on real campus is¬ 
sues. The ABVP attacked the 
Left leaders for not being on 
campus and focusing on stu¬ 
dent issues. Instead it helped 
their leaders fight elections 
in different parts of the 
country, the Right-wing unit 
claimed. 

BAPSA’s presidential can¬ 
didate Jitendra Suna said 
that it would fight for margi¬ 
nalised students and would 
challenge the binary of the 
Left and Right-wing forces. 
NSUI’s candidate Prashant 
Kumar and RJD’s student 
wing candidate Priyanka 
Bharati also promised to 
work towards a better cam¬ 
pus. Independent candidate 
Raghavendra Mishra called 
for the construction of a Sa- 
raswati temple on campus. 


‘DU colleges facing financial crisis’ 

BJP urges Kejriwal to release grants to institutions 


A first in U.P., builder 
detained under NSA 

Nine died in 2018 building collapse 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi University-affiliated 
colleges under the Aam Aad- 
mi Party government are 
facing a “deep financial cri¬ 
sis”, the Opposition BJP al¬ 
leged here on Wednesday. 

Leader of the Opposition 
in the Delhi Assembly Vijen- 
der Gupta sought to urge 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal to take urgent measures 
to release the required 
grants and sanctions to col¬ 
leges fully funded by the Del¬ 
hi government. 

“These colleges need im¬ 
mediate financial assistance 
for smooth and effective 


functioning... it is the Delhi 
government’s primary duty 
to protect the interests of 
students, teachers and em¬ 
ployees alike,” Mr. Gupta 
said. 

“The government must 
ensure that withheld grants 
should not hamper intro¬ 
duction of new academic 
programmes and courses... 
the Delhi government’s re¬ 
lease of grants and sanctions 
to University colleges is in¬ 
adequate and is causing 
deep concern amongst stu¬ 
dents, teachers and staff of 
these colleges,” he said 
further. 

According to Mr. Gupta, 


the arrears of revised HRA 
with effect from July 1, 2017, 
of the 7th UGC pay package 
had not yet been paid to em¬ 
ployees in Delhi government 
colleges. 

Salary dues 

If grants were not released in 
time in the coming months, 
Mr. Gupta alleged, it would 
be difficult even to pay salar¬ 
ies of teachers. 

“These colleges had intro¬ 
duced some new academic 
programmes and courses. 
But the required additional 
teaching strength could not 
be obtained due to adminis¬ 
trative reasons,” he said. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

The Noida administration 
on Wednesday invoked the 
National Security Act (NSA) 
against a builder who had il¬ 
legally constructed a multis¬ 
torey building which col¬ 
lapsed last year, leaving 
nine people dead. 

This is the first case in Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh in which a buil¬ 
der has been detained un¬ 
der the stringent NSA, 
which prohibits bail to an 
accused for 12 months, sub¬ 
ject to judicial review, the 


administration said. 

On July 17, 2018, two ad¬ 
joining buildings had col¬ 
lapsed in Greater Noida’s 
Shahberi village, leaving 
nine people, including a 
child and two women, 
dead. 

“Builder Shahbuddin, 
from Meerut, has already 
been arrested. He has been 
booked under the Gangsters 
Act,” Gautam Buddh Nagar 
District Magistrate B.N. 
Singh told reporters in a 
joint press conference with 
SSP Vaibhav Krishna. 


Finishing touches 



Festive fervour: A worker paints an idol for the upcoming Ganesh Chaturthi, in New Delhi on 
Wednesday, -r.v. moorthy 


Metro commuters can now 
carry larger, heavier bag 

Weight limit raised from 15 kg to 25 kg; no ‘bundled’ baggage 



The rules were notified by the Union Housing and Urban 
Affairs Ministry, ■file photo: shiv kumar pushpakar 


DAMI NI NATH 

NEW DELHI 

Passengers on Metro trains 
in the country will be al¬ 
lowed to carry one bag 
weighing up to 25 kg, up 
from the earlier limit of 15 
kg, though baggage in the 
form of “bundles” would 
not be allowed, according to 
rules notified by the Union 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
Ministry on Tuesday. 

Amending the Metro Rail¬ 
ways (Carriage and Ticket) 
Rules, 2014, the Ministry 
said the passengers on Me¬ 
tro trains will be allowed to 
carry one piece of baggage, 
not more than 80 cm in 
length, 50 cm in breadth 
and 30 cm in height and 25 
kg in weight, except with 
prior approval from the me¬ 
tro administration. 

Under the 2014 rules, pas¬ 
sengers were allowed one 
bag up to 15 kg in weight, 
with dimensions of 60 cm x 
45 cm x 25 cm. 

In addition to changing 
the baggage allowance, the 


Metro Railways (Carriage 
and Ticket) Amendment 
Rules, 2019, put in place a 
rule against “bundles”. 

“Baggage in form of bun¬ 
dles is not permitted,” the 
rules said. 

Airport metro lines 

The amended rules also put 
in place restrictions on bags 
carried on dedicated airport 
Metro lines, like the Airport 
Express Line in Delhi. 

“In case of a dedicated 


metro line for airport con¬ 
nection, no person shall, 
while travelling in metro 
railway, carry with him any 
goods other than two bag¬ 
gages containing personal 
belongings not exceeding 
90 cm x 75 cm x 45 cm in 
size and 32 kg in gross 
weight, except with prior 
approval of the metro rail¬ 
way administration. Bag¬ 
gage in form of bundles is 
not permitted,” the rules 
said. 
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Dengue cases down by 80% 

2015:15,867 cases 
2018:2,798 cases 


^ Delhi is prepared once again! ^ 


L 


I will be inspecting 
my house for the 
next 10 Sundays. 

I hope you do it too! 


-Arvind Kejriwal 

Chief Minister, Delhi 


V 




DearDelhntes, 

This year too, we have to come together to fight against Dengue 

1 st September onwards. 

10 10 <s|al, 1 0 0l®1G 



cue I 


Know about Dengue 


The Dengue mosquito breeds in stagnant clean water. 

The Dengue mosquito grows from an egg into a 
mosquito in 8-10 days. If clean water is not allowed to 
stand, the mosquito will not be able to breed. 

The Dengue mosquito’s flight range is approximately 
200 meters. If someone in your house contracts 
Dengue, then it is likely that the mosquitoes have either 
originated from your or your neighbour’s house. It is 
important to check your home and also that of your 
neighbours for your family’s health and wellbeing. 


10 minutes, every Sunday 


For the next 10 weeks, we all need to set aside 10 
minutes at 10 o’clock every Sunday. Check flower pots, 
coolers, vases or anywhere inside or outside your house 
to make sure that clean water has not accumulated. If 
you find there is an accumulation of clean water, pour it 
out, change it or add petrol or oil to it. 


Just 10 Sundays 


Most Dengue cases occur in the 
monsoon or just after that. During this 
period, there are 10 Sundays. If we 
dedicate 10 minutes at 10 o’clock every 
Sunday for this, we can get rid of 
Dengue and Chikungunya. We need to 
spend less than two hours over 10 
weeks. In the last five years, Dengue 
and Chikungunya have been brought 
under control, and this year, we will do it 
again! 


Let's come together! 

• If you have inspected your house, do 
take a selfie inside your house and 
WhatsApp it to 8287972050. 

Together, we will make Delhi Dengue- 
free. 


Qtwfl TRcloR 


feeoft te fcsrnrofU 


Health Department, Government of NCT of Delhi 
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IN BRIEF 


88-year-old woman 
held for drug peddling 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police arrested an 
88-year-old woman allegedly 
involved in drug peddling in 
Inderpuri of west district, the 
police said on Wednesday. 
Monika Bhardwaj, DCP (West), 
said the police recovered 16 
grams of heroin from the 
accused, identified as Rajrani, 
a resident of Inderpuri. 

BJP leader summoned 
in defamation case 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Wednesday 
summoned BJP leader Harish 
Khurana in a defamation 
complaint filed by an AAP 
worker for his tweet in 
connection with the assault 
on CM Arvind Kejriwal on May 
4, noting that 'prima facie', 
there are sufficient grounds 
to proceed against him. The 
court dismissed the 
complaint against Delhi BJP 
chief Manoj Tiwari for his 
remarks in the matter, pti 


Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi Will Gurugram 68 
Ghaziabad 114 Faridabad 

Noida 96 Greater Noida EP49I 

■ Good ■ Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 

■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 

201-300 301-400 >401 

AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


DELHI TODAY 


Talk: Discussion on "Water Conser¬ 
vation Methods and Strategies" by 
Dr. Srinivas Chokkakula, Fellow 
Centre for Policy Research; Dr. 
Govind Singh, Co-Founder and Dir¬ 
ector, Delhi Greens; and Suresh 
Raikwar, Tarun Bharat Sangh. Chair: 
Ravi Agarwal, Director,Toxics Link. 
The discussion will address the de¬ 
pleting water resources and raise 
awareness among the public about 
the imminent crises that can no 
longer be ignored, at Conference 
Room -1, India International Centre 
(IIC), 6:30 p.m. 


Talk: "Vipassana Meditation for Vi¬ 
brant Heath and Mental Well-being" 
a lecture and demonstration by B.M. 
Khanna, former Chairman, MTNL, 
Multipurpose Hall, India Interna¬ 
tional Centre (IIC), 6:30 p.m. 


Book Launch: English and Hindi 
editions of the book Tales From the 
Tail End: My Cancer Diary authored 
by Ananya Mukherjee will be re¬ 
leased. This will be followed by a 
conversation between Harmala 
Gupta, President, CanSupport, and 
Sadia Dehlvi, author and columnist, 
moderated by journalist Pragya 
Tiwari at Kamladevi Complex, India 
International Centre (IIC), 7 p.m. 


Exhibition: "Sacred Sounds", a solo 
painting exhibition by Sonia Kumar 
at Open Palm Court Gallery, India 
Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 
p.m. 

Exhibition: "Balagan in Meta¬ 
morphosis & Other Stories" an ex¬ 
hibition showcasing artworks on 
paper by Ruchika Wason Singh, cur¬ 
ated by Manuela De Leonardis at 
Shridharani Gallery, Triveni Kala 
Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. 
- 8 p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column 
atcityeditordelhi(5)thehindu.co.in) 


Flood delays work on 25-acre 
reservoir along Yamuna river 

Officials say it will take at least two more weeks to complete the project 



The shallow reservoir was supposed to be completed by 

August 20. ■ FILE PHOTO: SANDEEP SAXENA 


DJB awards tender for 
lake, park in Rohini 

Lake will use recycled water from STP 


NIKHIL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

The construction of a 25-acre 
reservoir to store floodwater 
from the Yamuna during the 
monsoon, being built on the 
floodplains, has been de¬ 
layed due to the recent flood. 

The shallow reservoir to 
recharge the groundwater 
was supposed to be complet¬ 
ed by August 20. “We had 
dug around 17 acres. We can¬ 
not dig the rest of the area as 
the flood has made it inacces¬ 
sible for machines,” an offi¬ 
cial privy to the development 
told The Hindu. 

On August 9, the work on 
the pilot project, which is a 
pet scheme of Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, was 
launched by him and Union 
Jal Shakti Minister Gajendra 
Singh Shekhawat. 

Officials said it will now 
take at least two more weeks 


to complete the project and 
thus less time will remain for 
testing out the project this 
monsoon. It will take about 
one week for the area to dry 
and another week to com¬ 
plete the work. 

“If there was no flood till 
August 20, we would have 
completed the work. But we 
are hoping that we will com¬ 
plete it soon. There will be 


one flood cycle in September 
for us to get the project test¬ 
ed,” the official said, adding 
that work was going on at a 
good pace before the flood. 

The reservoir, which will 
be around two-metre-deep, 
is being constructed on a 40- 
acre piece of land. If the pilot 
project is successful, the go¬ 
vernment plans to extend it 
to 1,000 acres next year. 


The Irrigation and Flood 
Control Department was in 
the process of installing 
around 12 piezometers to 
measure the water table be¬ 
fore and after percolation in 
the area. 

Increase in water table 

“Though the piezometers in¬ 
stalled have shown increase 
in water table compared to 
what was shown 10 days 
back, we cannot be sure 
whether it was due to the 
flood or water in the reser¬ 
voir,” the official said. 

Now, piezometers will be 
installed about three km up¬ 
stream of the project to mea¬ 
sure the increase in water ta¬ 
ble. “We will then compare 
the readings of both the 
areas to understand whether 
the increase is due to the re¬ 
servoir water or the flood,” 
the official said. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) 
has awarded a tender of 
?64 crore for the construc¬ 
tion of a 25-acre lake, walk¬ 
ways, park benches and 
playing areas in Rohini. 

The lake will use recy¬ 
cled water. 

“Of the total 25 acres, 
there will be landscaping 
and walkways on 14.5 acres 
and the lake will cover an 
area of about 10 acres. The 
project is expected to be 
completed in 18 months,” 
said Anlcit Srivastava, tech¬ 
nical advisor of the DJB. 

The project was ap¬ 
proved by the DJB last year. 

The water in the lake 
will recharge the ground- 
water and the overflowing 
water will go into harvest¬ 
ing pits. 

Recycling process 
The lake will be next to a 


sewage treatment plant 
(STP) in Rohini and recy¬ 
cled water from it will be 
used for it. The treated wa¬ 
ter from the STP will have 
BOD level of 30mg/l and it 
will be brought down by a 
wetland system. 

“The water will be 
passed through gravel, 
plants and certain types of 
bacteria to bring down the 
BOD level to 10 mg/1,” an 
official said. Then the wa¬ 
ter quality will be further 
enhanced in the the lake by 
using airation system and 
providing sufficient reten¬ 
tion time in the lake. 

Natural flora, fauna 

“There will be certain float¬ 
ing plants which will also 
increase the quality of wa¬ 
ter and the BOD level will 
be brought down to 3 mg/1 
in the lake. The area will 
have natural flora and fau¬ 
na,” the official said. 


Unnao case: 
court records 
statement of 
victim’s uncle 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

A Delhi court on Wednes¬ 
day recorded the statement 
of Unnao rape survivor’s 
uncle in the case in which 
expelled BJP MLA Kuldeep 
Sengar is a key accused. 

District Judge Dharmesh 
Sharma was presiding over 
the in-camera hearing in 
the 2017 case of alleged kid¬ 
napping and sexual assault 
of the woman, who was a 
minor then, by the MLA. 

The uncle of the rape 
survivor had been trans¬ 
ferred to Tihar jail in Delhi 
from a prison in U.P. to en¬ 
sure his safety. He has been 
convicted in a 19-year-old 
case and sentenced to 10 
years in jail in a case filed 
by Mr. Sengar’s brother, 
Atul Singh. 

The recording of the 
statement remained incon¬ 
clusive and will continue 
on September 2. 


‘BJP infighting for CM’s seat alfecting public works’ 

AAP not involved in any personal fight with Narendra Modi or BJP: Sanjay Singh 


Failed actor and accomplice 
arrested for duping contractor 

Accused exchanged victim’s money with fake notes 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police arrested a 
man and his accomplice for 
allegedly duping a contrac¬ 
tor by replacing real notes 
with fake ones, in Badarpur 
in south-east Delhi, the pol¬ 
ice said on Wednesday. 

The arrested persons 
have been identified as Sha¬ 
hid alias Raj Shinghaniya, 
who hails from Purnia dis¬ 
trict of Bihar and lives in Ja- 
mia Nagar, and his accom¬ 
plice Hemraj alias Salman, a 
resident of Noida. 

Shahid wanted to act in 
Bhojpuri films. He tried his 
luck in acting, but failed. He 
could not even produce his 
own film due to financial cri¬ 
sis. 

He had come to the city 
and started an acting school 
at Nizamuddin that was 
named ‘Shahid Stars’. Ho¬ 
wever, due to financial cri¬ 
sis, he failed to bear the ex¬ 
penses. He then hatched a 
plan of making money by 
duping people. His idea was 
inspired from a movie, the 
police said. 



Shahid alias Raj 
Shinghaniya and Hemraj 
alias Salman ■ 


Chinmoy Biswal, DCP 
(South East) said that on Au¬ 
gust 8, they received a com¬ 
pliant from one Manoj Ku¬ 
mar Sahani, a resident of 
Haryana, at Badarpur police 
station. In his compliant, Mr. 
Sahani, a contractor of tiles, 
said that August 23, when he 
was carrying ?3 lakh when 
he got a call from one Raj 
Singhania. 

The money, he said, was 
the salary of his employees. 
The caller allegedly insisted 
him to meet for some “ur¬ 
gent work”. Mr. Sahani met 
him and Hemraj at Sibbal Ci¬ 


nema in Badarpur. 

“Raj knew Mr. Sahani was 
carrying ^3 lakh cash at that 
time. Raj told him that they 
had Z6 lakh cash in fake 
notes and that they could ex¬ 
change the notes,” said Mr. 
Biswal. Raj tore the corner of 
a packet to show Mr. Sahani 
the cash inside it. 

“The complainant said 
that he got convinced and 
handed him the cash he had 
and took double the amount 
in fake currency notes. 
When he tried to check the 
packet, Raj refused. The 
complainant was in a hurry 
and so he left. He reached 
home and opened the pack¬ 
et to find that all £2,000 
notes had ‘Children’s Bank 
of India’ inscribed on them,” 
said Mr. Biswal. 

He tried to trace Raj and 
his accomplice but in vain. 
He then registered a com¬ 
pliant with the police. 

“Following a tip-off, Raj 
was held at Jaitpur Mor in 
Badarpur and at his in¬ 
stance, Hemraj was 
nabbed,” said Mr. Biswal. Raj 
has spent the entire amount. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

AAP on Wednesday alleged 
that a race to be the Chief 
Ministerial face in the BJP is 
affecting works meant for 
the public. 

AAP MP Sanjay Singh also 
said that their party is not 
involved in any “personal” 
fight with Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi or the BJP. 

Addressing a press confe¬ 
rence at the party head¬ 
quarters, Mr. Singh said, 
“There are so many fights 
going on between BJP lead- 



Sanjay Singh 


ers for the post of the Chief 
Minister that these people 
are not being able to decide 
who will run which pro¬ 


gramme. In the race to take 
the credit, BJP leaders are 
constantly working against 
the people of Delhi.” 

‘Negative reaction’ 

He said that as soon as the 
Kejriwal government makes 
an announcement, BJP 
leaders start giving negative 
reaction. 

“If we declare that water 
will be free, BJP opposes it. 
We declare free travel for 
women, BJP is against it. We 
talk about opening the re¬ 
gistry for unauthorised co¬ 


trolling, the beat staff of See- 
lampur police station, not¬ 
iced the suspicious 
movement of three persons 
on a motorcycle. They were 
stopped by the policemen. 
On their cursory search one 
loaded countrymade pistol 
was found from one of the 
suspects and their motorcy¬ 
cle was also found to be sto¬ 
len from Krishna Nagar. 


lonies, BJP opposes it. I 
want to tell the BJP not to sa¬ 
crifice the interests of the 
people of Delhi while fight¬ 
ing for the Chief Minister’s 
post,” he added. 

“There is a big drama go¬ 
ing on... Sometimes Manoj 
Tiwari is the CM, sometimes 
Vijender Gupta is the CM... 
at least decide among your¬ 
selves,” the AAP leader said. 

Mr. Singh further said, 
“AAP is not involved in any 
personal fight with Naren¬ 
dra Modi and not with the 
BJP either.” 


Three arrested for armed robberies in the Capital 

Two gold chains, six stolen mobile phones, a stolen motorcycle recovered 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi police arrested 
three persons for their al¬ 
leged involvement in several 
armed robberies committed 
in the city, the police said on 
Wednesday. 

The accused have been 
identified as Sharilc, Shoaib 
and Faeem. All are residents 
of various localities in New 


Seelampur in the north-east 
district. 

“We have seized a coun¬ 
trymade pistol, one live car¬ 
tridge and recovered two 
robbed gold chains, six sto¬ 
len mobile phones and a sto¬ 
len motorcycle from their 
possession,” said Atul Kumar 
Thakur, DCP (North East). 

The police said that on 
Tuesday night, during pa- 


During interrogation, 
they revealed that they are 
habitual offenders. 

They used stolen motor¬ 
cycles for committing crimes 
and leave those abandoned 
after committing crimes. 

They also used to rob the 
victims at gunpoint, they dis¬ 
closed, adding that they 
have committed various rob¬ 
beries across Delhi. 


Allot unique IDs to waterbodies, says NGT panel 

‘Landowning agencies must ensure prevention of encroachment of waterbodies’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Landowning agencies must 
ensure prevention of en¬ 
croachments of waterbodies 
in the city and unique ID 
numbers should be given to 
them for identification, a 
monitoring committee has 
suggested to the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT). 

The committee told the 
NGT that the waterbodies 
should be secured by con¬ 
structing boundary walls and 
relevant entries in the reve¬ 
nue records. “The govern¬ 
ment agencies should on 
priority start mapping of 
small waterbodies on GPS 
platform, monitoring the wa¬ 
ter quality, penalising the de¬ 
faulters and putting high va¬ 



lues on these waterbodies 
and give proper weightage 
for their protection. Action 
shall be taken against tres¬ 
passers,” the panel told the 
NGT. 

“The agencies shall have 
dedicated staff to take care of 
the waterbodies. DJB has re¬ 
cently designated Rakesh 
Sahni as SE (Water Bodies). 
The monitoring committee 
shall ensure that there is co¬ 
ordination between different 


agencies,” the panel said. 

The committee told the tri¬ 
bunal that new water bodies 
are being taken up for revival 
from time to time on the basis 
of information given by acti¬ 
vists or newspaper clippings. 

“The monitoring commit¬ 
tee has visited remote areas/ 
villages to have first-hand 
information. 

“There is awareness 
among the people now and 
the monitoring committee is 
getting several requests to vi¬ 
sit the neglected waterbodies 
for their revival. Our atten¬ 
tion has been drawn recently 
towards water bodies at Tihar 
Jheel [Hari Nagar], Prasad Na¬ 
gar Lake and Tuglakabad 
Lake,” it said. 

The monitoring commit¬ 


tee has already visited two of 
them and plans to visit the 
other ones shortly. Necessary 
steps are being taken to im¬ 
prove the condition of these 
waterbodies, it said. 

The AAP government’s 
scheme of providing 20,000 
litres of water each month 
free of cost to every house¬ 
hold in Delhi is being mis¬ 
used by several housing so¬ 
cieties, the committee also 
said. It said that after availing 
20,000 litres free of cost, 
these societies start extract¬ 
ing groundwater. “The ex¬ 
traction of groundwater by 
using tube-wells/bore-wells is 
being done to avoid payment 
of water tariff. The DJB 
should take steps to prevent 
this,” it said. 


Delhi zoo to move extra 
animals to other facilities 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi zoo has initiated 
the process of transferring 
surplus herbivores such as 
blackbucks and spotted deer 
to nearby facilities through 
exchange programmes in a 
bid to bring down the num¬ 
ber of animal deaths, an offi¬ 
cial said on Tuesday. 

According to a recent cen¬ 
sus, 245 animals died in the 
zoo in over 14 months - from 
April 2018 to June 2019. It 
prompted the zoo authori¬ 
ties to order an assessment of 
the deaths. 

“The Central Zoo Authori¬ 
ty (CZA) has permitted the 



zoo to shift surplus herbi¬ 
vores, including blackbuck, 
spotted deer, nilgai and 
sambhar, to the nearby zoos. 
This will help reduce the 
number of animal deaths ,” 
the official said. 

“A major reason for ani¬ 
mal deaths in the zoo is in¬ 
fighting and premature 
births. As per CZA guide¬ 
lines, a large zoo should keep 
20 animals of a particular 
species, whereas we have 
around 250 blackbucks, 150 
spotted deer, 60 sambhar 
deer and 40 nilgai,” he said. 
The CZA has allowed the Del¬ 
hi zoo to “shift” 120 black¬ 
bucks, for now, he said. 



JHARKHAND ZOO AUTHORITY 

BHAGAWAN BIRSA BIOLOGICAL PARK, ORMANJHI, RANCHI 
Email Id- jharkhandzooattthority@gmail.com, Phone no. 9006216090 


Notice inviting Expression of Interest 
(For hiring a Consultant for EnvironmentEnrichment of Zoo) 
Notice No. 13/19 

Sealed proposals are invited from the authorized 
Firms/Agencies/individuals for providing consultancy 
services to Bhagawan Birsa Biological Park for 
environmental enrichment of the animal enclosures in the 
Park during the year 2019-20. Interested Service providers 
are required to submit their proposals along with their 
credentials and quote their Rate including all taxes. EOI 
document on Scope of work and terms and conditions can 
be obtained from the office of the Director, Bhagawan Birsa 
Biological Park on payment of application fee of Rs. 1000/- 
by cash or DD from any scheduled/nationalized bank drawn 
infavour of Member Secretary, Jharkhand Zoo Authority. 
The last date of receipt of the proposals is 21.9.19 up to 1:00 
pm. The sealed proposals would be opened on 21.9.19 at 
4:00 pm in the office of the Director, Bhagawan Birsa 
Biological Park. Sd /_ 

Member Secretary, 
Jharkhand Zoo Authority, 
Ormanjhi, Ranchi. 

P.R.215392 Jharkhand Zoo Authority(19-20):D 
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Cong, leader’s 
PA found dead 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The personal assistant of 
Haryana Congress leader 
Kuldeep Bishnoi was found 
dead under mysterious cir¬ 
cumstances in south-east 
Delhi’s Sunlight Colony, the 
police said on Wednesday. 

He died on Tuesday. No 
note left behind the de¬ 
ceased was found from his 
residence. The police are 
awaiting the post-mortem 
report. 


GOVERNMENT OF ASSAM 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ENGINEER : PWD:: BUILDING : ASSAM : CHANDMARI : GUWAHATI-3 


No. BPM.73/2019/2 


PRESS NOTICE 


The Chief Engineer, P.W.D. (Buildings), Assam, on behalf of the Governor of Assam invites tender for the following work under 
P.W.D. (Bldg.), Assam for Class I (A) category registered contractors of A.P.W.D. Building having requisite experiences in similar 
nature of works. Details may be seen at e-procurement portal website i.e. www.assamtenders.aov.in 


SI. 

No. 

Package 

No. 

Name of Work 

Approx. Value of 
Work (Rs. in) 

Time of 
completion 

Bid Security (2% 
for General, and 
1% for Reserved 
category) 

Bid 

Security to 
be drawm 
in favour of 

Cost of 

Bid (Rs.) 

1 

SP-61 

CONSTRUCTION OF 
STADIUM AT GOLAKGANJ, 
UNDER SIGNATURE 
PROJECT, 2018-19 LAC: 
GOLAKGANJ, DIVISION : 
DHUBRI BLDG DIV 

Rs.9,15,00,000.00 

24 (twenty 
four) 
months 

2% of NIT value 
(for General) and 
1% of NIT value 
(for reserved 
Category) 

E.E., PWD 
Dhubri 
Building 
Division 

12500.00 


Note 1. NIT value may be changed during uploading offender in the website, which may be seen in 


Detailed NIT of the bid document. 

2.The bidders must be enrolled in www.assamtenders.aov.in 

Chief Engineer, P.W.D.(Building), Assam 

Janasanyog/C/3677/19 Chandmari, Guwahati -3. 


Office of the Executive Engineer 
Road Construction Department, 
Road Division,Garhwa. 


e-Procurement Notice 
For National Competitive Bidding 
Retender (PR-NO.-208306 Road (19-20) D 

e-Tender Reference No.: RCD/GARHWA/740/19-20(2nd Call) Date:-26.08.2019 


1 . 

Name of the work 

Widening & 

Strengthening/Reconstruction of 
Dandai Bazar to Panghatwa PWD 
Road via Lawahikala Road. (Total 
Length 10.05 km.) 

2a. 

Approximate Value of 
Work 

Rs. 35,40,23,415.00 (Rupees Thirty 
Five crore Forty Lac Twenty Three 
thousand Four hundred Fifteen) only. 

b. 

Bid Security* 

Rs. 35,41,000.00 (Rupees Thirty Five 
Lac Forty One Thousand) only. 

3. 

Time of Completion 

15 (Fifteen) Months. 

4. 

Last date/Time for 
receipt of bids 

11-09-2019, 12.00 Noon 

5. 

Date, Time & Venue of 
Pre-bid 

Meeting 

30-08-2019, 11.30 A.M. 

Office of the Chief Engineer (Comm.), 
R.C.D., 1st Floor, Engineering Hostel 
No.-2, Dhurwa, Ranchi -834004 

6. 

Date of Publication of 
Tender on website 

28-08-2019, 10.30 A.M 

7. 

Name & address of 
office Inviting tender 

Executive Engineer, 

RCD, Road Division, Garhwa 

Pin Code - 822114 

8. 

Contact no. of 
Procurement officer 

06561-223543 

9. 

Helpline number of e- 
Procurement cell 

0651-2401010 


Note :-The Bid Amount & Bid security will be decrease or increase. 

F urther details can be seen on website http://jha rkhandtenders.gov. i n 

UCAN registration is mandatory for the bidders who are already registered 
in appropriate class with road construction department Govt, of Jharkhand. 




| P.R.215419 Road(19-20)43 


Executive Engineer, 

Road Construction Department, 
Road Division,Garhwa. 



Directorate of Tourism,Government of Jharkhand 

MDI Building, 2nd floor, HEC Campus, Dhurwa, Ranchi - 04 
Tele Fax: 0651-2331828 


Email: tourism_directorate@rediffmail.com; jtdcltd@gmail.com 


Ref. No.: 927 /2019 


Date : 24/08/2019 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

DEVELOPMENT OF TOURISM PROPERTIES IN 
JHARKHAND ON RENOVATE, OPERATE, 
MAINTAIN AND TRANSFER (ROMT) BASIS 

Jharkhand Tourism Development Corporation Limited (JTDC) 
invites proposals from competent and eligible entity(ies) to 
undertake renovation, operation and management of the following 
properties under Public Private Partnership framework as per the 
details given in RFP Document. 


No. 

Name of Tourism Property 

1 

Tourist Complex, Maithon, Dhanbad 

2 

Tourist Complex, Urwan, Koderma 

3 

Kanke Dam Park, Ranchi 


The RFP / Bidding Document can be downloaded from the website of 
Jharkhand Tourism www.jharkhandtourism.gov.in/tender. The pre¬ 
proposal meeting shall be held at the office of JTDC (5, Mahatma 
Gandhi Marg, Main Road, Ranchi) at 1630 hours, 05 th September, 
2019. The last date for submission of proposal shall be 28 th September, 
2019 up to 1500 hours at the office of JTDC (5, Mahatma Gandhi 
Marg, Main Road, Ranchi). 

All notifications, changes and amendments to the Bidding Document 
will be posted only on the website www.jharkhand 
tourism.gov.in/tender and shall not be published in the newspapers. 
JTDC shall have the right to reject one or all proposals and also cancel 
the bid process at any stage without assigning any reason whatsoever. 

Project Proponent- Jharkhand Tourism Development 

Corporation Limited (JTDC) ^ , 

A Government of Jharkhand Undertaking pw- 

Tourist Complex, 5 Mahatma Gandhi Marg, Main Road, Ranchi Director 
PR 215298 (Tourism, Art Culture Sports And Youth Affairs)19-20*D 
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High Court serves notice on 
M.P. govt, over Wildlife Board 

PIL claims some members were nominated against law 


Chinmayanand case: lawyers 
move SC over missing victim 

NCW writes to police; UPWC seeks report from administration 

‘Girl spotted in Delhi hotel’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LUCKNOW 

A group of lawyers here on 
Wednesday moved the Su¬ 
preme Court requesting in¬ 
itiation of proceedings over 
the missing law student inci¬ 
dent in Uttar Pradesh to 
avoid repeat of the Unnao 
incident. 

Suo motu cognisance 

In a letter to Chief Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi, a group of la¬ 
wyers requested the court to 
take suo motu cognisance of 
the issue. They also men¬ 
tioned the matter before the 
Bench headed by Justice N.V. 
Ramana. 

Initially, the court asked 
lawyers to approach the 
High Court but later asked 
them to submit the letter. It 
also assured them that it 
would look into the matter. 
The lawyers requested the 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SHAHJAHANPUR 

The Uttar Pradesh police 
claimed on Wednesday that 
the student, who went mis¬ 
sing after levelling allega¬ 
tions that she was being ha- 


court to issue notice to the 
U.P. government to trace the 
girl and provide police pro¬ 
tection to her family. “We as 
a society can’t allow another 
Unnao case to happen,” it 
said. 

The National Commission 
for Women has issued a not¬ 
ice to the Uttar Pradesh pol¬ 
ice while the Uttar Pradesh 
Women Commission has 
sought a report from the 
Shahjahanpur district admi¬ 
nistration in the case. 

The NCW, which has ta- 


rassed by BJP leader Swami 
Chinmayanand, has been 
spotted at a Delhi hotel. 

But she had already left 
the hotel when a police 
team reached there, they 
said. 


ken a serious note of the inci¬ 
dent, has urged the Uttar 
Pradesh Director General of 
Police to expeditiously inves¬ 
tigate the allegations of ha¬ 
rassment levelled by the stu¬ 
dent and ensure the safety of 
the girl and her family. 

“Considering the gravity 
of the matter, the commis¬ 
sion is taking suo motu cog¬ 
nisance of this case and is¬ 
sued a notice to the DGP 
Uttar Pradesh to investigate 
this matter and send a de¬ 
tailed report to the commis¬ 


sion. The commission had 
urged the DGP to ensure the 
safety of the girl and her fa¬ 
mily and also make sure that 
the investigation is done ve¬ 
ry quickly,” the NCW said in 
a statement. 

UPWC chief Vimla Batham 
also expressed her commit¬ 
ment to safe return of the 
girl, who had been pursuing 
her studies in a college run 
by Mr. Chinmayanand’s Mu- 
mukshu ashram. “We have 
taken note of the incident 
and sought a report from the 
district magistrate and supe¬ 
rintendent of police of Shah- 
jahapur. We are awaiting re¬ 
port,” Ms. Batham told 
reporters. 

The student went missing 
following her allegation in a 
video clip that she was under 
threat from the leader of the 
sant community, without 
naming Mr. Chinmayanand. 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The Madhya Pradesh High 
Court has served a notice on 
the State government over 
the constitution of the Wil¬ 
dlife Board after an animal 
rights activist filed a public 
interest litigation petition 
claiming that law has been 
violated by nominating per¬ 
sons with “special interest in 
wildlife” to the Board. 

On August 3, the State go¬ 
vernment, under Section 6 
(1) of the Wildlife (Protec¬ 
tion) Act, reconstituted the 
Board by nominating 30 
members, with Chief Minis¬ 
ter Kamal Nath as its Chair¬ 
man and Forest Minister 
Umang Singhar as Vice- 
Chairman. Under the Sec¬ 
tion ‘experts in the fields of 
environmentalism/protec¬ 
tion’, the government has 
nominated four out of eight 
persons to the Board for 



Madhya Pradesh CM KamaL 

Nath. ■ FILE PHOTO 


their “special interest in wil¬ 
dlife.” 

‘Word diluted’ 

The PIL plea, filed by Bho¬ 
pal-based Ajay Dubey, 
claimed that while resorting 
to “nepotism, corruption 
and favouritism” to nomi¬ 
nate such members, thereby 
violating the Act, the govern¬ 
ment had “diluted” the word 


‘eminent conservationist’, as 
mentioned in the Act. 

According to Section 6 (e) 
of the Act, the State govern¬ 
ments could nominate 10 
persons to the Board from 
“amongst eminent conserva¬ 
tionists, ecologists and envi¬ 
ronmentalists including at 
least two representatives of 
the Scheduled Tribes.” The 
PIL claimed that not even a 
single Scheduled Tribes 
member had been nominat¬ 
ed to the Board. And More¬ 
over, it said, “As per Section 
64 of the Act, the State go¬ 
vernment has to make rules 
for carrying out the provi¬ 
sions of the Act, but strange¬ 
ly the Government of Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh till date has not 
made any rules whatsoever”. 
However, Chapter 2 of The 
Wildlife (Protection) (Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh) Rules, 1974, 
provides for the constitution 
of a Wildlife Advisory Board. 


OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH 



Sh. Hans Raj Kukreja 

(0105,1945 - 02,08.2019} 
Gone is the face we loved 
so dear, 

Silence is the voice we 
long to hear, 

Life is not the same 
without you. 

We all miss you. 
Satya Kukreja (Wife) 

N eel am 8t Ajay Kumar 
(Daugh ter-tn-la w St Son? 
Manish Kumar (Son) 
Aditi & Abhishek Kukreja 
f Daugh ter-in -la w & Son) 
Sia Kukreja (Grand 
Daughter) 
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SUNDARAM 
SWETHARANYAM 
(SWETH) (84) 


S/o. Late S. Sundaram Iyer 
(Thanjavur/ Mayavaram) 

Passed away on 
22nd August 2019 at 
San Jose, California, USA 

Swetharanyam was an 
Alumini of 

Annamalai University, 
Ramanujan Institute and 
joined the Department of 
Computing Sciences at 
McNeese State University, 
Lake Charles, Louisiana, 
USA in 1968 and Retired as 
Director and Professor 
Contact: 98405 ■ 74343 or 
001 337 660 5498 
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Haryana not yet stray cattle-free 

Gau Seva Aayog budget has increased almost 60 times: RTI reply 


Matriliny, border 
row may keep some 
Garos out of NRC 

RAHU L KARMAKAR 

GUWAHATI 

A sizeable number of people be¬ 
longing to the Garo tribe are ex¬ 
pected to be excluded from As¬ 
sam’s updated National Register 
of Citizens to be published on Au¬ 
gust 31. The reasons: their matrili- 
neal culture and Assam-Megha- 
laya boundary dispute. 

Most of matrilineal Garos inha¬ 
bit the western half of Meghalaya. 
Some inhabit two districts of 
western Assam - Goalpara and 
Kamrup - along the border with 
Meghalaya. In our society, the 
men come to live with their in¬ 
laws after marriage. Some men 
from Meghalaya wedded into fa¬ 
milies in Assam could not get 
pre-1971 documents. They are ex¬ 
pected to miss out on the NRC,” 
Thengsil Sangma, general secre¬ 
tary of the United Garo Autono¬ 
mous Council Movement Com¬ 
mittee (Assam), told The Hindu. 


ASHQ K KUMAR 

GURUGRAM 

The ambitious programme 
of the Haryana government 
to make the State stray cat¬ 
tle-free has failed to accom¬ 
plish its objective and missed 
two deadlines, a reply under 
the Right to Information Act 
has revealed. 

The annual budget for the 
Haryana Gau Seva Aayog, 
however, has increased from 
^45 lakh to ^30 crore - al¬ 
most 60 times - over the 
past five years under BJP 
rule. 

Two deadlines missed 

In reply to an RTI application 
by Panipat resident P.P. Ka¬ 
poor, Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying Departments of va¬ 
rious districts have conced¬ 
ed that their respective dis¬ 
tricts were yet to be made 


stray cattle-free. 

According to the Gau Seva 
Aayog’s reply to the RTI, the 
Haryana government had 
decided to make the State 
stray cattle-free by August 15, 
2018, but later pushed the 
deadline to January 26 this 
year. 

Though Nuh district and 
Hailey Mandi and Narnaul 
municipal areas have been 
declared stray cattle-free, 
the Animal Husbandry and 
Dairying Departments of Fa- 
tehabad, Rohtak, Faridabad, 
Panchkula, Jind, Hisar, Soni- 
pat and Bhiwani districts 
have conceded that these 
districts were yet to accom¬ 
plish the target. 

The maximum of 4,954 
stray cattle are still roaming 
free in Bhiwani, followed by 
Sonipat (1,969), Fatehabad 
(1,415), Hisar (1,200), Jind 


(1,196), Faridabad (1,011), 
Rohtak (805) and Panchkula 
(198). 

Mr. Kapoor, an RTI acti¬ 
vist, said the analysis of the 
data furnished by the muni¬ 
cipal bodies and the dairying 
departments hinted at possi¬ 
ble financial irregularities 
and demanded a probe into 
the matter. “The Hailey Man¬ 
di municipal council caught 
205 stray cattle at the total 
cost of ^4,30,500 at an aver¬ 
age of 0,100 per cattle, whe¬ 
reas Kaithal and Panchkula 
did not incur any expendi¬ 
ture on it. Similarly, Sonipat 
municipal corporation in¬ 
curred a cost of 02,43,800 
to catch 1,382 cattle at an av¬ 
erage ofOOO per cattle. Also 
the Sonipat municipal body 
spends 05 lakh per month 
on the upkeep of these cat¬ 
tle,” he said. 
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to 
verify and make appropriate enquiries to 
satisfy themselves about the veracity of 
an advertisement before responding to 
any published in this newspaper. THG 
PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the Publisher & 
Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch 
for the authenticity of any advertisement 
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser's 
products and/or services. In no event can 
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir¬ 
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/ 
company be held responsible/liable in 
any manner whatsoever for any claims 
and/or damages for advertisements in 
this newspaper. 


CBI examines 
Mukul Roy, 
Trinamool MP 
inNarada case 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI/ICOLKATA 

The Central Bureau of In¬ 
vestigation on Wednesday 
examined BJP leader Mukul 
Roy and Trinamool Con¬ 
gress MP K.D. Singh in con¬ 
nection with the Narada 
News sting operation case. 

Both leaders could not 
be contacted on phone des¬ 
pite repeated attempts. Re¬ 
fusing to divulge the de¬ 
tails, CBI spokesperson 
Nitin Wakankar said: “The 
CBI does not comment on 
ongoing investigation.” 

It is learnt that Mr. Roy 
visited the agency’s head¬ 
quarters around 3 p.m. and 
remained there for about 
two hours. 

Sovan summoned 

The CBI has also sum¬ 
moned former Kolkata 
Mayor Sovan Chatterjee 
and Trinamool Congress 
MP Aparupa Poddar in the 
cash-on-camera scam. 

Mr. Chatterjee recently 
joined the BJP. While Mr. 
Chatterjee was asked to ap¬ 
pear for questioning on Sa¬ 
turday, Ms. Poddar has 
been summoned in the first 
week of September, CBI 
sources said. 

The agency has also 
summoned businessman 
and Narada News head 
Mathew Samuel who had 
submitted the recordings of 
several politicians allegedly 
accepting money from a 
journalist posing as repre¬ 
sentative of a fake 
company. 

The sting operation was 
allegedly conducted in 
2014 and the contents were 
made public ahead of the 
2016 Assembly elections in 
West Bengal. 

Following a High Court 
directive in March 2017, the 
CBI initiated an inquiry into 
the allegations and based 
on the findings registered a 
case against 12 leaders, in¬ 
cluding MPs and West Ben¬ 
gal Ministers, and an IPS of¬ 
ficer. 

An FIR was lodged for al¬ 
leged criminal conspiracy 
under the provisions of the 
Prevention of Corruption 
Act dealing with bribery 
and criminal misconduct 

Mr. Roy, earlier a close 
associate of West Bengal 
Chief Minister Mamata Ba- 
nerjee, joined the BJP in 
November 2017. On the ba¬ 
sis of the CBI case, the En¬ 
forcement Directorate is al¬ 
so conducting money 
laundering investigations. 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


CHELMSFORD CLUB LIMITED 

(A Company limited by guarantee) 

Registered Office: 1, Raisina Road, New Delhi-110001 
CIN: U91990DL1956PLC001601 
Tel: 011-23714692-93-94, Email: chelmsfordclub@gmail.com 
Website: www.chelmsfordclub.in 


NOTICE OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
E-VOTING INFORMATION 

NOTICE is hereby given that: 

1. The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Club is scheduled to be held on Saturday, 
21st September, 2019 at 11.30 AM at the Club premises 1, Raisina Road, New 
Delhi-110001 to transact the matters as stated in the Notice convening the meeting. 

2. Electronic copies of the Notice of the AGM, Annual Report and Statement of 
Accounts for the financial year ended 31st March, 2019 have been sent to all 
members whose email IDs are registered with the Club. The same are also available 
on the website of the Club www.chelmsfordclub.in and on the website of Karvy 
https://evoting.karvy.com. Notice of AGM, Annual Report and Statement of 
Accounts for the financial year ended 31st March, 2019 have been sent to all the 
members at their registered address in the permitted mode. The electronic dispatch 
has been completed on 28 th August, 2019 and dispatched by post will be completed 
by 28 th August,2019. 

Green Initiative in the Corporate Governance 

Due to high price of paper and printing, additional copies of the Notice will not be 
available at the AGM. Members are, therefore, requested to bring theircopy to theAGM. 

3. In compliance with provisions of Section 108 of the Companies Act, 2013 read with 
Rule 20 of the Companies (Management and Administration) Rules, 2014 as 
substituted by the Companies (Management and Administration) Amendment Rules, 
2015, the Club is pleased to provide e-voting facility to its members, to vote from a 
place other than venue of the AGM (remote e-voting). The club has engaged the 
services of Karvy Fintech Private Limited (“KFPL” or “Karvy”) to provide e-voting 
facilities enabling the members to cast their vote in a secure manner. 

4. All the Members are informed that: 

(i) The business as set forth in the Notice of the AGM may be transacted through 
voting by electronic means: 

(ii) The e-voting facility will be available at the link https://evoting.karvy.com during 
the voting period from 18th September, 2019 (9 a.m.) to 20th September, 2019 (5 p.m.) 

(iii) The cut-off date for determining the eligibility to vote by electronic means or at 
theAGM is Friday 13th September, 2019: 

(iv) Any person, who has becomes a member of the Club after the dispatch of the 
Notice of AGM or after the cut of date i.e. Friday, 13th September, 2019, may obtain 
the login ID and password by sending a request at evoting@karvy.com. However, if 
the member is already registered with Karvy e-voting system, then the existing user 
ID and password/PIN can be utilized forcasting vote. 

(v) Members who have cast their votes by remote e-voting prior to AGM may attend 
theAGM but shall not be entitled to cast their vote again. 

(vi) The facility for voting through ballot shall be made available at the AGM and the 
members attending the AGM who have not cast their vote by remote e-voting or by 
ballot shall be able to exercise their right to vote at theAGM through Ballot. 

(vii) The Club has appointed Smt. Sabina Dinesh Verma (CS) of D. Verma & 
Associates and Shri Sajeve Deora (CA) and Sh. Jasjit Singh Kohli as scrutinizers to 
scrutinize the entire Ballot and voting process in a fair and transparent manner, 
(viii) In case of any query/grievance in relation to e-voting, they may be addressed to 
the Hony. Secretary at info@chelmsfordclub.in or members can visit help and FAQ 
section available at Karvy's website https://evoting.karvy.com. 

By Order of the Managing Committee 
Place: New Delhi Col. N. Duggal (Retd.) 

Date: 29.08.2019 Secretary 


EDUCATIONAL 


PERSONAL 


CHANGE OF NAME- BUSINESS OFFER 


I, Dr Dhruba Jyoti Pati S/o. Santosh 
Kumar Pati, R/o. 68, Gulmohar Encla¬ 
ve, Gautam Nagar, New Delhi- 110049. 
I have changed my minor daughter na¬ 
me from Ananya Anwesita Pati (DOB. 
16.08.2004) to Ananya Pati for all fu¬ 
ture purposes. 


(Essay paper makes huge difference in Mains Score) 


By DR. RAMASWAMY Pro vice chancellor 


Pioneer in Essay Course 
Mains Crash Course MHHg1Mil.il> 


IftS ACADEMY 



Flat No.- 22, Rajendra Park, Old Rajinder Nagar, Near Rajendra Place Metro Station Gate-3 

Contact No. 9350933144, 9958589406, 9958589106 


| Online/Offline Admission# www.ramaswamyiasacademy.org | 


LEGAL NOTICE I LEGAL NOTICE 


IN THE COURT OF THE II - ADDL. ■ IN THE COURT OF THE II - ADDL. 

DISTRICT JUDGE :: ONGOLE B DISTRICT JUDGE :: ONGOLE 
PRAKASAM DISTRICT:: A.P STATE ■ PRAKASAM DISTRICT:: A.P STATE 


QUICK PROCESS Loan for Business 
People: Loan Against Property, 
Secured Loan,Unsecured Loan, SME 
& Corporate, NPA Releases & Cheque 
Basis.Min2Cr.&Above Ct:7358408941/ 
9150446519 


O.S.No.15/2017 

Between: 

Pulivarthi Samrajyam ....Plaintiff 

And 

Office of the Competent Authority & 
Special Collector (Land Acquisition), 
PSVP, National High Way-5, Ongole 

&0,hers ' ...Defendants 

To: Union of India (5 th Defendant) 

Rep.by its Secretary, Ministry of Law 
and Justice, Department of Legal Af¬ 
fairs, Sastri Bhavan, New Delhi. 

This is to inform you that above suit is 
posted to 18-09-2019 before the Hon’ble 
II - Addi. District Judge Court, Ongole 
for your Notice and the Hon’ble II - Addl. 
Distirct Judge, Ongole ordered General 
Notice to you through the Hindu Daily. 
You are hereby called upon to present 
before the above Hon’ble Court on 18-09- 
2019 at about 10.30 AM either personally 
or through your advocate to submit your 
objections if any, failing which the above 
suir will be decided in your absence by 
declaring you ex-parte. 

Hence, this notice. 


Sd/- P.L.Govindaiah, 

Ongole Advocate, D.No.37-1-383 (189), Balaji 

Date: 16-08-2019 Nagar, Ongole. Cell: 98483 94222 


O.S.No.14/2017 

Between: 

Yenuganti Vijaya Lakshmi ....Plaintiff 

And 

Office of the Competent Authority & 
Special Collector (Land Acquisition), 
PSVP, National High Way-5, Ongole & 

others ’ ...Defendants 

To: Union of India (5 th Defendant) 

Rep.by its Secretary, Ministry of Law 
and Justice, Department of Legal Af¬ 
fairs, Sastri Bhavan, New Delhi. 

This is to inform you that above suit is 
posted to 18-09-2019 before the Hon’ble 
II - Addi. District Judge Court, Ongole 
for your Notice and the Hon’ble II - Addl. 
Distirct Judge, Ongole ordered General 
Notice to you through the Hindu Daily. 
You are hereby called upon to pres¬ 
ent before the above Hon’ble Court on 
18-09-2019 at about 10.30 AM either 
personally or through your advocate 
to submit your objections if any, failing 
which the above suir will be decided in 
your absence by declaring you ex-parte. 
Hence, this notice. 


Sd/- P.L.Govindaiah, 

Ongole Advocate, D.No.37-1-383 (189), Balaji 

Date: 16-08-2019 Nagar, Ongole. Cell: 98483 94222 


EDUCATIONAL 


GS-3! 

Target 140+ Marks 
Covers 300+ Topics 
Mains-2020 

WriteToBelAS.com 

©4 Call- 9811599537 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

This is to inform general public and 
all connected with my client Shri Satbir 
S/o Shri Dharam Singh, R/o H.No.142, 
Mundlana (45), Sonepat Haryana - 
131306, that due to misbehavior, ill- 
treatment and disrespect of his Elder 
son i.e. Mr.Sandeep Kumar and his wife 
Mrs. Bindya, my client has disowned 
and disinherited his elder son and his 
wife, from all his moveable and 
immoveable properties. My client shall 
not be liable to any person for any act 
done by his son and wife of his son. 
Any person dealing with them shall do 
it at his/her own responsibility 

Iqbal Singh (Advocate) 
Off.: 1-161 Ashok Vihar, Phase-1, 
Delhi-110052 


TENDERS 


ir^ The Pondicherry 
bna d Co-operative Milk 


bread Co-operative Milk 
Producers’ Union Ltd., No. P.1 


Ref No: Ponlait/e-Tender/ 
Purchase of Sterilizer/2018. 
Date: 21.08.2019 

E-TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY 
AND INSTALLATION OF 1200 
BOTTLES STERILIZER 
www.pudutenders.gov.in 
(e-Tender id: 2019_COOP_ 5031 _1) 
Last Date for Submission: 
18.09.2019 before 11.00 A.M. 
Contact: 0413-2271607, 
9865451533 

e-mail id: ponlaitmd@gmail.com 
e-procurement cell: 
0413-2220225 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 


A ND-NDE 
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One year later: process has become punishment, say activists’ family members 

‘Police must prove whatever they claim and then punish; government has hatched a conspiracy against them’ 


SONAM SAIGAL 

MUMBAI 

It has been a year since poet 
Varavara Rao, unionist and 
human rights lawyer Sudha 
Bharadwaj, and activists 
Vernon Gonsalves and Arun 
Ferreira have been arrested 
and charged under the Un¬ 
lawful Activities Prevention 
Act (UAPA) for their alleged 
links with the CPI (Maoist) 
and for their alleged role in 
the Bhima-Koregaon 

violence. 

Their family members. 


who spoke to The Hindu on 
Wednesday, said, “The pro¬ 
cess has become the punish¬ 
ment”, and it is extremely 
disheartening that it has be¬ 
come very difficult for them 
to even get bail. 

Mr. Gonsalves’s son Sagar 
Abraham Gonsalves (24), 
who works for an NGO, said, 
“It is really disheartening 
and heartbreaking to see the 
pace of the matter. There 
are 10 people languishing in 
jail without anything against 
them. The police even re¬ 


fuse to share the material 
they have against them. The 
process is becoming the 
punishment.” 

He said, “The police must 
prove whatever they claim 
and then punish. They have 
just put them behind bars. 
Even if they are proven in¬ 
nocent, who is going to com¬ 
pensate for the lost time? It 
is just unfair.” 

About being able to meet 
his father at Yerwada Cen¬ 
tral Jail, he said, “Since I am 
the blood relation there is 



Vernon Gonsalves 


no problem. But whoever 
comes to meet Ms. Bharad¬ 
waj, they are given a tough 
time.” 

Ms. Bharadwaj’s daughter 



Varavara Rao 


Maaysha (22) said she can¬ 
not wait to be with her 
mother. “I miss my mother’s 
physical presence. I am a 
single child to a single moth- 



Sudha Bharadwaj 


er. We started staying to¬ 
gether only three months 
ago in Faridabad. Since 
childhood, I had been stay¬ 
ing with union workers,” 


she said. 

Similar sentiments are 
echoed by Mr. Rao’s 70-year- 
old wife Hemlata. She and 
her daughters still wonder 
how their lives changed on 
the same date one year ago. 
“All of them have been 
booked under the UAPA. 
But all the raids, searches, 
and arrests happened un¬ 
lawfully. There was no ar¬ 
rest warrant, and the police 
got panchnamas from Maha¬ 
rashtra,” she said. 

“The police are not pro¬ 


viding any material they 
have against them. This is 
unlawful. The government 
has hatched a conspiracy 
against them. No one will be 
punished because they have 
no evidence but the process 
is the punishment,” Ms. Rao 
said. 

She said she worries 
about her husband’s health 
as he is 79, and that the bar¬ 
rack that has all the accused 
in the jail didn’t even have a 
fan until they moved court 
seeking the facility. 


Central team begins visit to 
flood-hit areas from today 



Efforts to salvage: A staffer at Sangli Nagar Parishad Library arranges books 
damaged in floodwateron the library premises on Tuesday, -udaydeolekar 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

A Central team will visit Pune and 
Konkan divisions to assess the dam¬ 
age caused by recent floods, a go¬ 
vernment official said on Wednes¬ 
day. The State has sought ?6,813 
crore in financial assistance from 
the Centre after heavy rains and 
floods caused a wide-scale damage 
and claimed lives of 60 people. 

“A team of seven officials from 
various Central departments will 
begin its visit to Pune and Konkan 
divisions to assess the damage 
caused by heavy rains and floods,” 
a relief and rehabilitation depart¬ 
ment official said. 

Konkan administrative division 
comprises seven districts of Mum¬ 
bai City, Mumbai Suburban, Thane, 
Palghar, Raigad, Ratnagiri and 


Sindhudurg. Pune division consists 
of Sangli, Pune, Kolhapur, Satara 
and Solapur districts. 

Kolhapur and Sangli districts in 
western Maharashtra were badly af¬ 
fected by floods caused by unprece¬ 
dented rains and release of water 
from dams earlier this month. 
“Some officials of the team will visit 
flood-hit areas in Kolhapur, Sangli, 
Satara, Pune, Ratnagiri and Sindhu¬ 
durg districts. They will be first 
briefed tomorrow (Thursday) 
morning before they actually begin 
their tour,” Deepak Mhaisekar, 
Pune Divisional Commissioner, 
said. 

The team will also interact with 
affected people for making their as¬ 
sessment during the three-day visit 
before talking to State government 
officials. 


Prohibition Act gets more teeth 


Seat-sharing with BJP already fixed: Uddhav 


He says agreement reached before Lok Sabha elections still remains 



Welcome: Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray ties a shivbandh to NCP 
MLA Dilip Sopal after joining the Sena at Matoshree on Wednesday. 
(Extreme left) former Congress MLA Dilip Mane, who also joined the 
Sena, looks on. ■ rajesh waradkar 


At end of Mahajanadesh Yatra, 
Shah may announce poll pact 


SHARAD VYAS 



ALQK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Shiv Sena chief Uddhav Thacke¬ 
ray on Wednesday said there is 
no change in the seat-sharing 
formula for the Assembly polls, 
which was worked out with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
prior to the Lok Sabha elections. 

“Political alliance between 
the BJP and the Sena was decid¬ 
ed ahead of the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tions in Mumbai. There is no 
change in that seat-sharing ar¬ 
rangement,” Mr. Thackeray told 
reporters at his residence Ma- 
toshri. 

He said, “We have already de¬ 
cided (alliance) everything. 
There is no meaning of any oth¬ 
er discussion. Situation is very 
good for us and we are getting 
better colleagues. The alliance is 
bound to happen. I have told 
you before and I remain firm on 
my answer.” 

In February 2019, while an¬ 
nouncing the Lok Sabha alliance 
between the two parties, BJP 
chief Amit Shah and Mr. Thacke¬ 
ray had said that they would 
contest an equal number of seats 
and leave the remaining to other 
parties in the fold. Last week, 
Maharashtra BJP president 
Chandrakant Patil said a seat¬ 
sharing agreement between the 
two would have to be worked 
out for the Assembly polls. 

Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) MLA Dilip Sopal, who re¬ 
signed on Tuesday, joined the 
Sena along with his supporters 


on Wednesday. Besides Mr. So¬ 
pal, former Congress MLA Dilip 
Mane and Congress leader Nag- 
nath Kshirsagar from Solapur 
district were also inducted into 
the Sena. 

Welcoming Mr. Sopal and oth¬ 
ers, Mr. Thackeray said all fresh 
inductions were made after con¬ 
sultation with local party lead¬ 
ers. “We have not kept anyone in 
the dark about such political de¬ 
cisions,” he said. Last week, 
another NCP leader from Kar- 
mala tehsil in Solapur, Rashmi 
Bagal, joined the Sena. 

In last one month, the ruling 
BJP and Sena have inducted 
more than 12 senior Congress 
and NCP leaders, leading to 
speculations that both the saf¬ 


fron allies may contest the As¬ 
sembly polls separately, like in 
2014. 

Meanwhile, the NCP termed 
Mr. Sopal as an untrustworthy 
colleague for crossing over to 
the Sena and claimed that his 
political opportunism on the eve 
of the State polls will erode his 
credibility among people. 

“You (Mr. Sopal) spent your 
entire life on one side (in the 
NCP) and at this juncture, you 
knocked at Mr. Thackeray’s 
door...what a trustworthy col¬ 
league you are...how come peo¬ 
ple will trust you?” asked State 
NCP chief Jayant Patil while ad¬ 
dressing a rally in Malshiras talu- 
ka as part of his party’s Shivswa- 
rajya Yatra. 


MUMBAI 

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has announced that its mega vo¬ 
ter outreach programme Maha¬ 
janadesh Yatra in the State will 
be concluded on Sunday at Sola¬ 
pur in the presence of Union 
Home Minister and party presi¬ 
dent Amit Shah. 

Sources said the party is also 
likely to signal the strengthening 
of the alliance with the Shiv Sena 
in the presence of Mr. Shah and 
also party leader J.P. Nadda. “We 
are likely to see the alliance ma¬ 
terialise or at least its blueprint 
being announced when Mr. 
Shah attends the valediction of 
the second phase of the rally,” a 
party leader said, adding Mr. 
Shah will hold a meeting of par¬ 
ty leaders afterwards. The yatra 
had until last week covered 1,641 
km while crisscrossing 60 As¬ 
sembly constituencies. It had 
been planned to pass through 
150 Assembly constituencies 
and 32 districts by the end of this 
month. The yatra has completed 
the journey of Vidarbha, and ex¬ 
cept some parts of Nashik-Nagar, 
North Maharashtra has been co¬ 
vered, party leaders said. 

Chief Minister Devendra Fad- 
navis said, “On Tuesday, the ya¬ 
tra entered Marathwada. We are 
getting tremendous response. 
People express support because 
they believe only this govern¬ 


ment can meet their demands.” 

He said other parties are also 
taking out rallies, which are not 
getting the public support. “The 
Congress started its journey on 
Tuesday. Since there was no 
crowd, they had to start it in a 
wedding hall and hold the meet¬ 
ing in a small hall. The National¬ 
ist Congress Party also has two 
yatras in progress. Their leader 
Supriya Side has taken out a 
‘Samvad Yatra’ (dialogue jour¬ 
ney). The situation would not 
have been so bad had Supriyatai 
had this ‘dialogue’ while being in 
power for 15 years. Then they 
thought of themselves only; that 
is why people have ignored 
them now,” the CM said. 

The yatra was flagged off by 
Union Minister Rajnath Singh on 
August 1 and had in a month¬ 
long journey and two phases 
aimed to cover 668 km in Kon¬ 
kan, 812 km in Western Maha¬ 
rashtra, 1,232 km in Vidarbha, 
633 km in North Maharastra, 
and 1,069 km in Marathwada. By 
the time it ends, the CM shall 
have travelled approximately 
4,384 km covering 32 districts. 


ALQK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

The State Cabinet on Wednesday 
cleared the proposal to make the 
Maharashtra Prohibition Act more 
stringent, increasing the fine as 
well as jail term for offenders. It will 
also revise the definition of ‘dry re¬ 
gion’ and ‘prescribed limit’. 

An ordinance will be issued in 
this regard soon. “Maharashtra will 
go to the polls in the next few 
months. However, the first Assemb¬ 
ly session will only be held in win¬ 
ter, when a bill to make the amend¬ 
ments will be introduced. Till then, 
the State will execute the changes 
through the ordinance,” said an of¬ 
ficial from the State Excise 
Department. 

Under the new provisions, first¬ 


time offenders who will transport, 
sell, carry alcohol or run shops ille¬ 
gally will face imprisonment rang¬ 
ing from three to five years and a 
fine ranging from £25,000 to ti 
lakh. Second-time offenders will 
face five to seven years in jail and a 
fine ranging from tl lakh to Z2 lakh, 
while third-time offenders will face 
a jail term of 7 to 10 years and a fine 
ranging from 12 lakh to ?5 lakh. 

Prohibition has been imposed in 
Gadchiroli, Chandrapur and Ward- 
ha districts. The government has al¬ 
so announced recruitment in 37 
posts for legal assistance that the 
State Excise Department requires. 

Existing licences for the sale of li¬ 
quor will be void in the the govern¬ 
ment-notified ‘absolute prohibited’ 
areas. 



HIMACHAL PRADESH UNIVERSITY 

(NAAC Accredited 'A' Grade University) 

GYAN PATH, SUMMER HILL, SHIMLA-171005 
ENTRANCE TESTS SECTION 


NOTICE FOR ADMISSION TO MD/MS (AYURVEDA) 
COURSES FOR THE ACADEMIC SESSION 2019-20 

Online applications from the eligible and qualified candidates of 
AIAPGET-2019 is hereby invited by using University website 
www.admissions.hpushimla.in or www.hpuniv.ac.in for 
admission to MD/MS (Ayurveda) courses in Rajiv Gandhi Govt. 
Postgraduate Ayurvedic College, Paprola, Distt. Kangra. 
Schedule for submission of online applications through the 
University website is w.e.f. 27.08.2019 to 04.09.2019, thereafter 
the link will be disabled. For complete details to submit online 
applications including eligibility criteria and other information, 
please download the prospectus and read it carefully as available 
on the University website. 
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DELHI #CTimings 


THURSDAY, AUG. 29 


# RISE 

05:58 

SET 

18:47 

C RISE 

04:21 

SET 

18:14 

FRIDAY, 

AUG. 30 



# RISE 

05:58 

SET 

18:45 

C RISE 

05:31 

SET 

19:01 

SATURDAY, AUG. 31 


RISE 

05:59 

SET 

18:44 

C RISE 

06:40 

SET 

19:44 


Delhi Weather 

max 

min 

Delhi City 

38 

28 

Safdarjang 

38 

28 

Palam 

38 

28 


Delhi Palam Today 

37°C Uneasingly hot and 
humid day will prevail. Night 
will be easy. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

36°C Spells of light rain and 
thundershowers may occur at 
some parts. Drop in day 
temperatures is likely. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 
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SEARCH FOR MISSING/KIDNAPPED GIRLS 


General Public is hereby informed that 
one girl (depicted in the photo) 
namely Annu D/o Virender Prajapati 
R/o H. No. 197, Street No. 3/7, Janta 
Vihar, Mukund Pur, Delhi Aged - 16 
Years has been reported missing 
since 13.08.2019 vide FIR No 503/19 
u/s 363 IPC Dated 13.08.2019 has 
been registered at Police Station 
Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi. Her physical 
description is as under:- 
Complexion: Wheatish, Height: 5’, Face: Round, Built: 
Normal, ID Mark: Cut mark on nose, Clothing: White suit 
& salwar and slipper in feet. 

Any person having any information/Clue about this 
missing girl, may inform SHO, Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi at 
E-mail: cic@cbi.qov.in or website: http://cbi.nic.in 

Tele No.: 011-24368638 or 24368641 Sd/- 

FAX No.: 011-24368639 SHO, Bhalswa Dairy, Delhi 

DP/549/ON/19 Tel.: 011-27811933, 27911934 



IN THE COURT OF 
SDM/ESTATE OFFICER 
(CIVIL LINES) KHASRA N0.549, 
NEAR BARAT GHAR, 
(NDPL BUILDING) BURARI, 
DELHI-110084. 
PETITION NO. 
6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13 And 14/ 

S DM/CL/EVE/2019. 

BSES YPL 
VS. 

UNKOWN 

NOTICE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
PREMISES (EVICTION OF 
UNAUTHORIZED OCCUPANTS) 

ACT, 1971 

Whereas petitions under the Public 
Premises (EVICTION OF 
UNAUTHORIZED OCCUPANTS) 
Act 1971 for eviction of illegal 
occupiers from the flats addresses 
mentioned below of BSES Yamuna 
Power Ltd. Residential Colony, 
Tripolia Delhi-110007, have been 
filed by BSES YPL 
H-76, H74, H-116, H-55, H-117, 
H-57, H-172, H-120 And H-65, 
Whereas the date 26.08.2019 has 
been fixed for hearing of the case. 
Notice is hereby given that any 
person having any interest in the 
eviction petitions of above said 
properties may if he / she desire to 
appear in this court of the said 
dated 05.09.2019 

Given under my hand and the seal 
of this court of this date 26.08.2019. 

S/d 

Signature and The Seal of 
The Estate Officer 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Civil Lines, Delhi 


IN THE COURT OF 
SDM/ESTATE OFFICER 
(CIVIL LINES) KHASRA N0.549, 
NEAR BARAT GHAR, 
(NDPL BUILDING) BURARI, 
DELHI-110084. 
PETITION NO. 

1,2,3,4 And 5/SDM/CL/EVE/2019. 
BSES YPL 
VS. 

1. Mrs. LALITA2. Mrs. SAVITRI 
DUTT 3. Mr. BALRAM 
4. MR. GAGAN 5. Mr. P.R.V.Rajan 
NOTICE UNDER THE PUBLIC 
PREMISES (EVICTION OF 
UNAUTHORIZED OCCUPANTS) 
ACT, 1971 

Whereas petitions under the Public 
Premises (EVICTION OF 
UNAUTHORIZED OCCUPANTS) 
Act 1971 for eviction of illegal 
occupiers from the flats addresses 
mentioned below of BSES Yamuna 
Power Ltd. Residential Colony, 
Tripolia Delhi-110007, have been 
filed by BSES YPL 
H-247, E-12, F-20, F-17, G-49 And, 
Whereas the date 26.08.2019 has 
been fixed for hearing of the case. 
Notice is hereby given that any 
person having any interest in the 
eviction petitions of above said 
properties may if he / she desire to 
appear in this court of the said 
dated 05.09.2019 

Given under my hand and the seal 
of this court of this date 26.08.2019. 

S/d 

Signature and The Seal of 
The Estate Officer 
Sub Divisional Magistrate 
Civil Lines, Delhi 
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The spot where the children were killed at Navalli village in 
Koppal district on Wednesday, -santosh sagar 


3 children buried alive 
in sandpit in Koppal 

Their playmates escaped unhurt 


IN BRIEF 



Mani C. Kappan is LDF 
candidate for Pala 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Left Democratic Front 
(LDF) has formally 
announced the candidature 
of Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) leader Mani C. Kappan 
for the Pala Assembly 
byelection. The NCP 
leadership met here on 
Wednesday and decided to 
recommend Mr. Kappan as its 
nominee, ignoring minor 
bickering within the party. 

Wild elephant found 
dead near Munnar 

IDUKKI 

A wild elephant was found 
dead at '302 Colony' at 
Chinnakanal near Munnar on 
Wednesday. Forest officials 
put the age of the female 
elephant around 60 years. 
The carcass was found on a 
grassland by residents. The 
colony was set up by the 
government to rehabilitate 
landless Scheduled Tribe 
people. Following recurring 
incidents of man-animal 
conflict, many had 
abandoned the colony. 


STAFF REPORTER 

KOPPAL 

Almost a fortnight after the 
electrocution of five high- 
school students at a Karna¬ 
taka-run hostel, Koppal dis¬ 
trict faced another tragedy 
when three children died af¬ 
ter falling into a sandpit and 
a wall of mud buried them 
on Wednesday. 

According to the police, 
Sonu, 7, Savita, 3, and Kavi- 
ta, 2, the children of Maha¬ 
rashtra-based nomadic tri- 
bals, were killed after loose 
soil fell on them while they 
were playing at Navalli vil¬ 


lage in Kanakagiri taluk of 
the district. 

Three other children, 
who were playing along 
with them, escaped unhurt. 

The police said that a 
large pit had been dug on 
private land for extracting 
sand. 

The surface soil that was 
dug out to reach the sand re¬ 
serve was piled up around 
the pit. 

The children, who were 
playing on the mound, 
slipped and fell into the pit, 
and the loose soil instantly 
covered them. 


Prime accused 
in JMB terror 
case arrested 

STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Tuesday 
arrested Mohammed Najir 
Sheikh, alias Patla Anas, 
25, from a hideout in Agar- 
tala, Tripura, in connec¬ 
tion with a Jamaat-ul-Muja- 
hideen Bangladesh (JMB) 
terror case. 

Sheikh is the prime ac¬ 
cused in the case and has 
been absconding since an 
NIA raid last month in Ben¬ 
galuru and surrounding 
districts led to the arrest of 
his associates. 

NIA officials said Sheikh 
had been staying in Chiklca- 
banavara in Bengaluru, 
along with other members 
of the JMB. The group was 
actively involved in raising 
funds for committing da- 
coities in Bengaluru. They 
had established hideouts at 
various places in the city 
and planned to carry out 
subversive activities by 
procuring material and 
equipment for making 
IEDs, sources said. 

Sheikh has been 
brought to Bengaluru and 
will be produced before 
the NIA special court in the 
city. 


Sulking Ministers take charge in Karnataka 

Central leaders do not want to accommodate dissenting voices: party strategist 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU 

As the dust over portfolio al¬ 
location seems to be settling 
down, those who did not 
make it to the Karnataka Ca¬ 
binet have been exerting 
pressure for a second expan¬ 
sion. Though Chief Minister 
B.S. Yediyurappa is also re¬ 
portedly keen on this, the 
party central leadership has 
ruled out any such move till 
the case of disqualification 
of the rebel MLAs - pending 


before the Supreme Court - 
is settled. 

“The next round of Cabi¬ 
net expansion will happen 
only when the rebels’ case in 
the Supreme Court is set¬ 
tled,” said a senior leader. 

Two in waiting 

Mr. Yediyurappa is reported¬ 
ly keen on inducting seven¬ 
time MLA Umesh Katti from 
Belagavi and three-time MLA 
Arvind Limbavali from Ben¬ 
galuru, his close associates 


and former Ministers, sourc¬ 
es close to the Chief Minister 
said. However, this has been 
turned down by the high 
command. 

“The central leadership 
does not want to accommo¬ 
date any dissenting voice as 
that will only open a Pando¬ 
ra’s box, which may lead to a 
situation similar to that of 
the coalition government 
that was pulled down mainly 
by unfulfilled ministerial as¬ 
pirations,” a senior BJP stra¬ 


tegist said. Meanwhile, most 
Ministers sulking over port¬ 
folios or not being made De¬ 
puty Chief Minister visited 
the Secretariat and took 
charge of their Ministries. 

Revenue Minister R. Ash- 
ok. Rural Development and 
Panchayat Raj Minister K.S. 
Eshwarappa and Tourism 
Minister C.T. Ravi, who were 
reportedly sulking, took 
charge and held their mai¬ 
den meetings on 
Wednesday. 


PM deserves no praise: Tharoor 

Congress MP sends reply to explanation sought by Kerala unit president 


0 1 intervened more than 
50 times in Parliament, 
spoke against 17 Bills with 
courage and conviction. Can 
any of my critics from Kerala v 
say they have done so? Who 
on earth can credibly accuse 
me of volte face from the 
stand I took when I sat ^ 
alongside you in the 
last Lok Sabha M 

mf 


SHASHI THAROOR 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 
on Wednesday stated that he 
had always been a staunch 
critic of Prime Minister Na- 
rendra Modi and the “out¬ 
cry” in the party over his re¬ 
marks supporting Jairam 
Ramesh and Abhishek 
Singhvi was based on “hys¬ 
terical reactions to distorted 
reporting of a single tweet”. 

In his explanation to Kera¬ 
la Pradesh Congress Com¬ 
mittee president Mullappally 
Ramachandran, he said the 
reference in his tweet that 
“Modi should be praised 
when he says or does the 
right thing” was not a praise 
for Mr. Modi, but an argu¬ 
ment for the Congress to en¬ 
hance its credibility with fair 
minded voters who had 
abandoned the party for the 
BJP but can be won back 


again, especially in the na¬ 
tional context. 

“Mr. Modi has done little 
worth praising. But he has 
been effective in raising his 
vote percentage across India 
from 31% in 2014 to 37% in 
2019 and as a party which 
stayed around 19%, we, in 
the Congress need to make 
an effort to understand 
why,” he said. 


Mr. Tharoor said he was 
“astonished to hear” that Mr. 
Ramachandran believed he 
had justified Mr. Modi. On 
the contrary, he continued 
to be a vehement critic of Mr. 
Modi as could be seen from 
debates in the recent Lok 
Sabha session. 

“Find me one leader from 
our State who has made 10% 
of the effort I made to study. 


research, anticipate and op¬ 
pose the Modi government 
on every Bill they sought to 
introduce against the spirit 
of the Constitution and the 
values of the Congress. I in¬ 
tervened more than 50 times 
in Parliament, spoke against 
17 Bills with courage and 
conviction. Can any of my 
critics from Kerala say they 
have done so? Who on earth 
can credibly accuse me of 
volte face from the stand I 
took when I sat alongside 
you in the last Lok Sabha?” 

Mr. Tharoor said he had 
always used the power of his 
pen and his credibility as an 
author to write against the 
Modi government’s first 
term. In addition, the BJP 
had filed two cases against 
him for demonising Mr. Mo¬ 
di, of which, one was for an 
arrest warrant, that he consi¬ 
dered as a badge of honour. 


Moily seeks action against Jairam, Tharoor 

Says Jairam was among those responsible for ‘policy paralysis’ during UPA-2 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BENGALURU 

Senior Congress leader M. 
Veerappa Moily on Wednes¬ 
day alleged that the then Un¬ 
ion Minister Jairam Ramesh 
was among those responsi¬ 
ble for “policy paralysis” 
during the UPA-2 govern¬ 
ment as he hit out over his 
controversial remarks on the 
Prime Minister. 

The former Union Minis¬ 
ter also slammed party lead¬ 
er Shashi Tharoor for his 
statement that praising 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for doing the right 
things would lend credibility 
to the Opposition’s criticism 
of him. 

‘Unfortunate statements’ 

Terming the statements 
“most unfortunate,” Mr. Moi¬ 
ly called for appropriate dis- 



Veerappa Moily 


ciplinary action against the 
two leaders by the Congress 
leadership. 

“He [Mr. Ramesh] is res¬ 
ponsible for policy paralysis 
of our government [UPA-2] 
and he is also responsible for 
compromising the princi¬ 
ples of governance many a 
time,” Mr. Moily alleged in an 
interview to PTI. 

He later clarified that Mr. 


Ramesh was among those 
responsible for the policy 
paralysis and “not the only 
person”. 

“He [Mr. Ramesh] was En¬ 
vironment Minister... he was 
also Minister in charge of Ru¬ 
ral Development... there., on 
land acquisition. A lot of 
hardship was created for in¬ 
dustrialists acquiring land 
and industries’ establish¬ 
ment. [When he was] Envi¬ 
ronment [Minister], everyth¬ 
ing was negative... no system 
was evolved to clear it [envi¬ 
ronment clearance for pro¬ 
jects],” Mr. Moily alleged. 

“As if the Congress is de¬ 
monising [Mr. Modi],” Mr. 
Moily said in a counter to Mr. 
Ramesh, who had recently 
expressed the view that “de¬ 
monising” the Prime Minis¬ 
ter all the time was not going 
to help. 


Mr. Moily claimed that Mr. 
Ramesh’s remark was in “ve¬ 
ry bad taste,” and charged 
the latter with “compromis¬ 
ing himself” with the BJP 
with such a statement. 

“And any leader who 
would like to give such a 
statement, I think, they are 
not doing service to the Con¬ 
gress party or its leadership. 
Because they enjoy power as 
Ministers, once they come in 
the Opposition, they would 
keep a bridge with the ruling 
party,” Mr. Moily said. 

Claiming that Mr. Tharoor 
was never considered as a 
mature politician, he said, 
“He [Mr. Tharoor] is often 
fond of giving statements 
and finding his place in the 
press. That’s all.” “I don’t 
think his [Mr. Tharoor’s] 
statement could be taken 
that seriously,” he said. 



Agartala Government Medical College & GBP Hospital, 
Kunjaban, Agartala, Tripura -799006. 


Ref. No: F.2 (19VAGMC/S&P/2019-20 (Sub-lb Date: 16/08/2019 


E-Tender 


The Medical Superintendent & Head of Office, AGMC & GBP Hospital, 
Agartala invites e-Tender from Agency, Firm, Authorized dealers, in the state 
of Tripura for Hiring Vehicle of (TATA SUMO) for Rural Health Training 
Center (RHTC1 Mohanpur. under control of Agartala Government 

Medical College B GBP Hospital. Agartala subject to certain terms & 
conditions through e-Procurement website of Government of Tripura, 
https://tripuratenders.aov.in . Last date of submission of offer to the Medical 
Superintendent & Head of Office, Agartala Government Medical College & 
GBP Hospital, Agartala is upto 5.30 PM of 07 /09/2019. 

■ The other details related e-Tender can be seen and obtained from the 
website http://tripuratenders.aov.in 

■ Corrigendum / Addendum, if any, will be published only on the above 
website. 


(Dr. RAN JIT KUMAR DAS) 
Medical Superintendent & Head of Office 
ICA-C-931/19 AGMC & GBP Hospital, Agartala 




2lHt<sicu CPT 
taoiei wctjcu sot, &i<sqi 


(1 st Call) 

3teMcblefM ten ^xRT WTT- DWSD/GAR/MORBE WSS/07/2019-20 

f^TFF—26.08.2019 


W4 cJ5T fiTR 


Detailed survey, designing and drawing, 
Construction of 5.0 M dia R.C.C. Intake 
well cum pump house, Gangway 40 mtr. 
length and 3.00 mtr. wide, 1.4 MLD 
capacity Water Treatment Plant, 1 No. 
ESR, Compound wall, Supplying and 
laying Raw/Clear Water rising main & 
Laying Distribution Network,, Supplying 
and Installation of Vertical turbine and 
Centrifugal pump motor, 63 KVA & 63 
KVA Power transformer with Dedicated 11 


kv power line from substation and two 
years Operation and Maintenance with 
allied works etc. all complete job for work 
of MORBE Rural Water Supply Scheme 
under Drinking Water & Sanitation 
Division, Garhwa on turnkey 
basis.”Year2019-2020 


1 



yi<W>[eid TTTtr eFPET (efTTI 4) 

827.94000 (SITU 'HcllsRH tepk WfiK) 

^0 HUT1 

2 

SHEET cfh tel (ell'isl 

827940 (3TTU dl^ riril'U dT ^fl filcte ) 

^0 HUT | 

3 

telM ter cUT 

10,000/- te tFJTTV hut) 

4 

cjrpf Tjof cpte cfh ate 

24 (riter) ten + 3 (te) ten Trial & Run 

5 

teh lr PiRki ycbmn «£) 
fte" thht 

04/09/2019/ 12:30 te | 

6 

tfr te rite eft te 

TEET 

11/09/2019/12:30 te teddi 

^ «,wid4. ku 'fchttdi tern, ai^U'ss, 

vMt i 

7 

te UTftT cj?T sffcPT fcrfsT ^4 

w 

25/09/2019/ 05:00 te 3 ftwt cep i 

8 

SHEET cfh "te hRhi u i 

Rkd cf5T Tje^r vji+ii te 
fcfRt wf 

26/09/2019/ 03:00 te 3mkd ?ra>, 
temdeb tete teeT Kri ^Udl WHu<dd 
4>Kjfd4, 'rickT | 

9 

PlRkl TlteFf cjh fcTf^T KU 

THET 

27/09/2019/ 04:00 ^ W A l 

10 



Frte I-hRicI cte He) 
utete efr teeRT efri TTcTT 

teriTeFb armriur, 'dwdi w^er, 

U^cTT | 

11 
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12 

yWtete nteterr 
rio 

9835068475 

13 

teete rio 

0651-2490920 
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P.R.215379 Drinking Water and Sanitation(19-20):D 


Office of The District Engineer 

District Board, Ramgarh. 

VERY SHORT TENDER e - Procurement Notice 

Tender Reference no. - ZP/RMG/03/2019-20 (2 nd Call) Dated - 27/08/2019 

SI 

No. 

Particulars 

Details 

Name of work 

Estimate cost 

Earnest 

Money 

Cost of 
BOQ 

Contract 

or 

category 

Time of 
Completion 

M 

Construction of Town Hall at Ramgarh 

Construction of Interior Work Acoustic 
System, Electricity Work, HVAC System, 
sanitary work, STP, Solar Power System 
of Town Hall at Ramgarh. 

47782000.00 

13,83,300.00 

10000.00 

1 

24 

Month 

(b) 

23002000.00 


Total 

70784000.00 

3 

Date of Tender Uploading in Website 

29-08-2019 at 3 : 00 PM 

4 

Last Date /Time for Receipt of Bid 

03-09-2019 upto 5 : 00 PM 

5 

Date of Submission of EMD/ Cost of BOQ 
(in hard copy) 

04-09-2019 upto 3 : 00 PM 

In the Campus of Police Station, Ramgarh. 

6 

Date of Opening tender 

05-09-2019 at 11: 00 AM 

7 

Name & Address of office Inviting tender 

District Engineer, District Board, Ramgarh (Jharkhand). 

8 

Name & Address of Opening Officer 

District Engineer,District Board, Ramgarh. 

9 

Contact no. of Procurement officer 

+91 - 9431333800 

10 

Helpline Number of e - procurement Cell 

+91 - 06553 - 231504 

• Fu 

• Esi 

P.R. 

rther details can be seen on official website http://jharkhand 
timated cost May Vary. 

tenders.gov.in 

District Engineer 
District Board, Ramgarh. 

tig -EHd j l (ft mtl 1 ! m 


Office of Executive Engineer 
Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Hazaribagh 


Short Tender e- Procurement Notice (I s1 Call! 

Tender reference:- DMFT/DWSD/Bhudwa_Mahadev/RPWSS/HZB/20/2019-20 (1 st Call) Date:- 24.08.2019 


SI. 

No. 

Particulars 

Group 

No. 

Estimated 

Cost 

(in Lakhs) 

EMD 

Cost 

(in Lakhs) 

Cost Of 
BOQ (in 
Rs.) 

Time of 
Completion 

1. 

Detailed Survey, Designing and Drawing, Construction 
of 6.0M dia R.C.C. Intake Well cum Pump House, 
Gangway 40 mtrs. Length and 3.00Mtr. Wide, 1.5 MLD 
Capacity Unconventional Water Treatment Plant, 01 
No. ESR, Compound wall, Staff Quarter, Approach 
Road, House Connection, Stand Post, Supplying and 
Laying Raw/Clear Water rising main & laying 
Distribution Network, Supplying and installation of 
vertical turbine and centrifugal pump motor, and five 
years operation and maintenance with allied works etc. 
all complete job for work of Sirma Village, Pandaria 
Village & Bhudwa Mahadev Mandir Rural Water 
Supply Scheme under Drinking Water & Sanitation 
Division, Hazaribag on turnkey basis for the year 19-20 

HZB/ 

Bhudwa 

Mahadev 

1273.25 

12.74 

10,000.00 

24 Months + 

03 Months 
(Trial and run) 

2. 

Date of Tender uploading in website 

Date:- 04.09.2019 up to 02:00 PM 

3. 

Date of Pre-bid Meeting 

Date:- 11.09.2019 at 12:30 PM in the office of the 
Engineer-in-Chief, D. W. & S. Department Jharkhand Ranchi 

4. 

Last date receipt of Bid 

Date:- 18.09.2019 upto 05.00 PM 

5. 

Last date submission cost of BOQ and EMD 
(in hard copy) 

Date:- 19.09.2019 upto 04.00 PM in the office of the 
Executive Engineer, D. W. & S. Division, Hazaribag 
Superintending Engineer, D.W.& S. Circle, Hazaribag 

6. 

Date of opening tender 

Date:- 20.09.2019 upto 11.00 AM 

7. 

Name and address of office inviting tender 

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, 
Hazaribagh 

8. 

Name and address of tender opening officer 

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, 
Hazaribagh 

9. 

Contact no of e-procurement office 

06546-262291 

10 

Helpline No. of e-procurement cell 

0651-2480345 


1. Only Registered Contractor in this department may participate in the said tender. 

2. Further details can be seen on website- http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in 


^ ^ 5# eft ^ 


P.R. 215306 Drinking Water and Sanitation(19-20)-D 


Executive Engineer 
D.W. & S. Division, Hazaribagh 


Office of Executive Engineer 
Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Hazaribagh 


Short Tender e- Procurement Notice (1 st Call) 

Tender reference:- DMFT/DWSD/Hesalong_Tongi/RPWSS/HZB/19/2019-20 (1 st Call) Date 24.08.2019 


SI. 

No. 

Particulars 

Group 

No. 

Estimated 

Cost 

(in Lakhs) 

EMD Cost 
(in Lakhs) 

Cost Of BOQ 
(in Rs.) 

Time of 
Completion 

1. 

Detailed Survey, Designing and Drawing, 
Construction of 5.0M dia R.C.C. Intake 

Well cum Pump House, Gangway 50 mtrs. 
Length and 3.00Mtr. Wide, 2.0 MLD 
Capacity Water Treatment Plant, 2 Nos. 

ESR, Compound wall, Supplying and 

Laying Raw/Clear Water rising main & 
laying Distribution Network, Supplying 
and installation of vertical turbine and 
centrifugal pump motor, and fi ve years 
operation and maintenance with allied 
works etc. all complete job for work of 
Hesalong Tongi Rural Water Supply 
Scheme under Drinking Water & 

Sanitation Division, Hazaribag on turnkey 
basis for the year 19-20 

HZB/ 

Hesalong 

Tongi 

1864.22 

18.65 

10,000.00 

24 Months + 
03 Months 
(Trial and 
run) 

2. 

Date of Tender uploading in website 

Date:- 04.09.2019 up to 02:00 PM 

3. 

Date of Pre-bid Meeting 

Date:- 11.09.2019 at 12:30 PM in the office of the 
Engineer-in-Chief, D. W. & S. Department Jharkhand Ranchi 

4. 

Last date receipt of Bid 

Date:- 18.09.2019 upto 05.00 PM 

5. 

Last date submission cost of BOQ and 

EMD 

(in hard copy) 

Date:- 19.09.2019 upto 04.00 PM in the office of the 

Executive Engineer, D. W. & S. Division, Hazaribag 

Superintending Engineer, D.W.& S. Circle, Hazaribag 

6. 

Date of opening tender 

Date:- 20.09.2019 upto 11.00 AM 

7. 

Name and address of office inviting tender 

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, 
Hazaribagh 

8. 

Name and address of tender opening officer 

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, 
Hazaribagh 

9. 

Contact no of e-procurement office 

06546-262291 

10 

Helpline No. of e-procurement cell 

0651-2480345 


1. Only Registered Contractor in this department may participate in the said tender. 

2. Further details can be seen on website- http://jharkhandtenders.qov.in 

Executive Engineer 

PR 215307 Drinking Water and Sanitation (19-20)_D D.W. & S. Division, Hazaribagh 


Office of Executive Engineer 

Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, Hazaribagh. 

Short Tender e- Procurement Notice 

(I s1 Call) 

Tender reference:- DMFT/DWSD/BUNDU/RPWSS/HZB/18/2019-20 (1 st Call) 

Date 26.08.2019 

si. 

No. 

Particulars 

Group No. 

Estimated 

Cost 

(in Lakhs) 

EMD Cost 
(in Lakhs) 

Cost Of BOQ 
(in Rs.) 

Time of 
Completion 

1. 

Detailed survey, designing and drawing, Construction 
of R.C.C. Intake Well cum Pump House, R.C.C. 
Gangway 50 M long and 3.00 M wide, 1.00 MLD 
capacity Unconventional Water Treatment Plant, RCC 
Elevated Service Reservoir- (i) 3.00 Lakh Liter 
Capacity with 20M Staging, Staff Quarter, Compound 
Wall, Approach Road, Supplying and laying Raw and 
Clear Water Rising Main and distribution Network, 
House Connection, Supplying and Installation of VT 
anc Centrifugal Pump motor, Five Years Operation & 
maintenance with allied works etc. all complete job for 
Bundu & Adjoining village Rural pipe Water 
Supply Scheme under D.W. & S. Division 
Hazaribagh on turnkey basis.” 

HZB/ 

BUNDU 

577.50 

05.78 

10,000.00 

24 Months + 

03 Months 
(Trial and mn) 

2. 

Date of Tender uploading in website 

Date:- 05.09.2019 up to 02:00 PM 

3. 

Date of Pre-bid Meeting 

Date:- 12.09.2019 at 12:30 PM in the office of the 

Engineer-in-Chief, D. W. & S. Department Jharkhand Ranchi 

4. 

Last date receipt of Bid 

Date:- 18.09.2019 upto 05.00 PM 

5. 

Last date submission cost of BOQ and EMD 
(in hard copy) 

Date:- 19.09.2019 upto 04.00 PM in the office of the 

Executive Engineer, D. W. & S. Division, Hazaribag 

Superintending Engineer, D.W.& S. Circle, Hazaribag 

6. 

Date of opening tender 

Date:- 20.09.2019 upto 11.00 AM 

7. 

Name and address of office inviting tender 

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, 

Hazaribagh 

8. 

Name and address of tender opening officer 

Executive Engineer, Drinking Water & Sanitation Division, 

Hazaribagh 

9. 

Contact no of e-procurement office 

06546-262291 

10 

Helpline No. of e-procurement cell 

0651-2480345 

1. Only Registered Contractor in this department may ^ .. ^ 

participate in the said tender. n l £ ” 

2. Further details can be seen on website H.w. & ^.Division, 

- http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in Hazaribagh 

PR215493 (Drinking Water and Sanitation)!9-20*D ['eft ^ eel cieefct| 
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New U).3 crore study to check 
antibiotic resistance in Ganga 

The project, expected to last two years, will identify sources of Eschericia coli 



Clean drive: The project aims at identifying contaminants in 
the river and the threat to human health. ■ k.r. deepak 



NSUI rebel wins 
students' union polls 


JAIPUR 

National Students' Union of 
India rebel Pooja Verma, who 
contested as an Independent, 
was elected president of the 
Rajasthan University 
Students’ Union here on 
Wednesday. An independent 
candidate has won as the 
union president for the 
fourth year in a row. Polling 
was held in 10 universities 
and over 200 government 
and private colleges in the 
State on Tuesday. 

Security personnel, 
Maoist killed in Odisha 

BERHAMPUR 

A Maoist from Chhattisgarh 
with a reward of ?8 lakh on 
his head and one security man 
were killed in an exchange of 
fire in the jungle near 
Pakanaguda in Odisha’s 
Malkangiri district on 
Wednesday. Deputy Inspector 
General of Police, south-west 
range, Shefeen Ahmed l< said 
the Maoist had been 
identified as Rakesh Sodi of 
Ghatapad village. 

Medical college students 
knock Ministry's door 

NEW DELHI 

Over a hundred students from 
two medical colleges-Glocal 
Medical College and Sukh 
Sagar Medical College- 
approached the Union Health 
Ministry seeking urgent help. 
In their letter, the students 
said these colleges didn't 
meet the criteria to run an 
MBBS course, as they lacked 
basic infrastructure, teaching 
faculty and patients. 

Tamil Nadu CM questions 
Stalin's foreign trips 

CHENNAI 

Before leaving on a fortnight- 
long trip to the U.K., the U.S. 
and Dubai on Wednesday, 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami hit 
back at DMK president M.K. 
Stalin for criticising his 
foreign visit, asking why the 
DMK leader hadn't yet 
explained his "frequent 
personal" foreign trips. 


JACOB KOSHY 

NEW DELHI 

The government has com¬ 
missioned a Z9.3 crore study 
to assess the microbial diver¬ 
sity along the entire length 
of the Ganga and test if 
stretches of the 2,500 km 
long river contain microbes 
that may promote “antibiot¬ 
ic resistance”. 

The project, expected to 
last two years, is to be under¬ 
taken by scientists at the Mo- 
tilal Nehru Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, Allahabad; the 
National Environmental En¬ 
gineering Research Institute 
(NEERI), Nagpur; Sardar Pa¬ 
tel Institute of Science & 
Technology, Gorakhpur, as 
well as start-up companies, 
Phixgen and Xcelris Labs. 
The latter two provide ge¬ 
nome sequencing services, 
which in this case will in¬ 
volve mapping the genomes 
of the microbes sampled. 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The mothers of Rohith Vem- 
ula and Dr. Payal Tadvi 
moved the Supreme Court 
on Wednesday seeking a di¬ 
rection to the University 
Grants Commission to take 
steps to implement norms 
against “rampant” caste dis¬ 
crimination in varsities and 
higher educational 

institutions. 

Abeda Salim Tadvi is the 
mother of Dr. Payal Tadvi, a 
tribal student of TN Topiwa- 
la National Medical College 
who committed suicide on 
May 22,2019 after being sub¬ 
jected to caste-based dis¬ 
crimination by her upper 
caste peers in the college. 

Radhika Vemula is the 
mother of Rohith Vemula, a 
PhD scholar at Hyderabad 


The aims of the research 
project, according to a note 
by the National Mission for 
Clean Ganga under the Jal 
Shakti Ministry is to indicate 
the type of “contamination” 
(sewage and industrial) in 
the river and “threat to hu¬ 
man health (antibiotic resis¬ 
tance surge)”, identifying 
sources of Eschericia coli, a 
type of bacteria that lives in 
the gut of animals and hu- 


Central University who com¬ 
mitted suicide on January 17, 
2016 after being subject to 
caste-based discrimination 
in the university. 

“There have been several 
incidents of caste-based dis¬ 
crimination against mem¬ 
bers of the SC, ST communi¬ 
ty which reflect flagrant 
non-compliance with the ex¬ 
isting norms and regulations 
in place for the same. These 
incidents are violative of the 
fundamental rights to equal¬ 
ity, right against discrimina¬ 
tion, equal opportunity, 
abolition of untouchability, 
and right to life,” the petition 
said. 

They urged the court to 
order the strict enforcement 
of and compliance with the 
UGC (Promotion of Equity in 
Higher Educational Institu- 


mans. While largely harm¬ 
less, some species have been 
linked to intestinal disease as 
well as aggravating antibiotic 
resistance. 

‘Entire stretch’ 

There have been several stu¬ 
dies that have looked at mi¬ 
crobial diversity in the Gan¬ 
ga but these have been 
isolation. No study has 
looked at the “entire stretch” 


tions) Regulations, 2012. 

They have sought a range 
of directions, including the 
revival and funding of Equal 
Opportunity Cells on the 
lines of such other existing 
anti-discrimination internal 
complaints mechanisms and 
to include members from 
the SC/ST communities and 
independent representa¬ 
tives from NGOs or social ac¬ 
tivists to ensure objectivity 
and impartiality in the 
process. 

They urged a direction to 
universities and higher edu¬ 
cational institutions to con¬ 
duct preparatory courses, 
bridge courses, including 
peer learning mechanisms, 
to support SC/ST students 
and first/second generation 
learners from these com¬ 
munities on campus. 


of the river, according to 
Atya Kapley, a scientist at 
NEERI and part of the 
project. 

In 2014, researchers from 
Newcastle University in the 
U.K. and IIT-Delhi sampled 
water and sediments at se¬ 
ven sites along the Ganga in 
different seasons. They re¬ 
ported in the peer-reviewed 
Environmental Science and 
Technology that levels of re¬ 
sistance genes that lead to 
“superbugs” were about 60 
times greater during the pil¬ 
grimage months of May and 
June than at other times of 
the year. 

A 2017 report commis¬ 
sioned by the Union Depart¬ 
ment of Biotechnology and 
the U.K. Research Council 
underlined that India had 
some of the highest antibiot¬ 
ic resistance rates among 
bacteria that commonly 
cause infections. 

Coming soon: 
25% discount 
in select trains 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Indian Railways on 
Wednesday announced a 
scheme under which tra¬ 
vellers may get a discount 
of up to 25% on tickets in 
AC chair car and executive 
class sitting. The scheme, 
which will be implemented 
from September, is aimed 
at improving earnings. 

The Ministry of Railways 
in a statement said this 
scheme would be applica¬ 
ble on AC chair car and ex¬ 
ecutive chair car in Shatab- 
di, Gatimaan, Tejas, 
Double Decker and Interci¬ 
ty trains. Only those trains 
with monthly occupancy 
of less than 50% in the pre¬ 
vious year would be eligi¬ 
ble for the discount. 


Discrimination alleged in varsities 

Mothers of Rohith Vemula and Payal Tadvi move SC 


WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 17.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy rainfall very likely at isolated 
places over East Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands, Gujarat, Coastal Karnataka and Kerala & Mahe. 
Thunderstorm accompanied with lightning very likely at isolated 
places over Jharkhand and Gangetic West Bengal. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..33.8.. 

..27.2 

Kozhikode. 

.. 24.4.. 

..31.6.. 

..23.8 

Ahmedabad.... 

.. 14.6.. 

..31.8.. 

..25.4 

Kurnool. 


..34.6.. 

..24.7 

Aizawl. 




Lucknow. 


..35.5.. 

..27.7 

Allahabad. 


..35.3.. 

..27.0 

Madurai. 


..37.6.. 

..26.4 

Bengaluru. 


..29.3.. 

..20.0 

Mangaluru. 

.. 36.8.. 

..29.0.. 

..24.1 

Bhopal. 

. 1 .. 

..28.4.. 

..23.2 

Mumbai. 

.6.. 

..32.1.. 

..25.0 

Bhubaneswar.. 


..29.9.. 

..26.3 

Mysuru. 


..28.9.. 

..19.4 

Chandigarh .... 


..35.7.. 

..27.4 

New Delhi. 


..38.1.. 

..28.2 

Chennai. 


..35.4.. 

..27.5 

Patna . 


..36.0.. 

..28.0 

Coimbatore.... 


..30.9.. 

..22.4 

Port Blair. 

.. 63.6.. 

..29.7.. 

..22.1 

Dehradun. 

....2.7.. 

..35.5.. 

..24.5 

Puducherry. 


..35.2.. 

..25.2 

Gangtok. 


..25.9.. 

..19.9 

Pune. 

.... 3.4.. 

..30.6.. 

..19.9 

Goa. 

.. 26.4.. 

..31.8.. 

..23.6 

Raipur. 

.... 0.4.. 

..30.6.. 

..24.6 

Guwahati. 

.... 0.8.. 

..35.7.. 

..27.9 

Ranchi. 

.... 1.4.. 

..31.2.. 

..23.0 

Hubballi. 


..27.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 


..24.1.. 

..18.1 

Hyderabad. 


..32.8.. 

..23.6 

Shimla. 


..25.5.. 

..17.1 

Imphal. 


..25.9.. 

..22.3 

Srinagar . 




Jaipur . 


..33.4.. 

..25.6 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.... 3.9.. 

..31.8.. 

..24.5 

Kochi . 

.. 27.2.. 

..30.8.. 

..23.4 

Tiruchi . 

. 

..36.6.. 

..26.4 

Kohima. 


..28.2.. 

..19.0 

Vijayawada . 


..36.0.. 

..27.4 

Kolkata. 

....0.5.. 

..33.6.. 

..26.5 

Visakhapatnam. 


..31.8.. 

..28.0 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 

Ahmedabad. 47 .49 74 ....70 .107 ....■ 

Bengaluru. 10 .51 73 - .119 ....■ 

Chennai. 12 .14 37 ....25 ...37 ....■ 

Delhi. 18 .69 40 ....74 .214 ....■ 

Hyderabad. 30 .33 11 ....41 ...87 ....■ 

Kolkata.7 .29 10 ....62 ...62 ....■ 

Lucknow.7 .45 51 ....87 - ....■ 

Mumbai. 14 .17 12 ....25 ...71 ....■ 

Pune. 74 ...8 67 ....62 ...61 ....■ 

Visakhapatnam ..- ..- .- - - ....■ 

Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 4.00 
p.m., Solapur, Karnataka 
recorded an overall air 
quality index (AQI) score of 
243 indicating a high level of 
pollution. In contrast, 

Damoh, Madhya Pradesh 
recorded a healthy AQI score 
of 20. 


Senior AI pilot forced to resign 

Rohit Bhasin had allegedly shoplifted a wallet from Sydney 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Air India has forced its Re¬ 
gional Director for East, Ro¬ 
hit Bhasin, to resign after an 
internal probe found that he 
had shoplifted a wallet from a 
duty-free shop at the Sydney 
airport on June 22, airline of¬ 
ficials said on Wednesday. 

The national carrier reject¬ 
ed his request to exit the air¬ 
line under the Voluntary Re¬ 


tirement Scheme (VRS), 
which would have given him 
certain post-retirement bene¬ 
fits, said an official. 

In April 2016, Bhasin was 
involved in another serious 
incident while operating a 
Delhi-Paris flight as the pilot- 
in-command. Before take off, 
he had asked the first officer 
to enter fraudulent low tem¬ 
perature in the system so that 
take off was permitted. 


Once the flight took off, he 
took the B787 Dreamliner air¬ 
craft to an altitude that was 
beyond its operational capa¬ 
bility, endangering the lives 
of passengers, the official 
said. 

His last day at Air India 
would be August 31. “Bha- 
sin’s suspension was revoked 
on Monday so that his resig¬ 
nation can be accepted on 
Tuesday,” said the official. 


75 medical 
colleges in 
three years 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Cabinet on Wednesday 
approved the setting up of 75 
medical colleges in the next 
three years, with the Centre 
spending ?24,375 crore on 
them. 

The colleges will be set up 
in under-served areas and 
would be attached to district 
hospitals having at least 200 
beds. 

Phase-III 

After a Union Cabinet meet¬ 
ing, Minister of Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
and Minister of Information 
and Broadcasting told the 
media: “The Cabinet Com¬ 
mittee on Economic Affairs 
gave its approval for the esta¬ 
blishment of 75 additional go¬ 
vernment medical colleges 
by 2021-22 attached with ex¬ 
isting district/referral hospi¬ 
tals under Phase-III of the on¬ 
going Centrally sponsored 
scheme.” He said they would 
increase the availability of 
qualified health profession¬ 
als, improve tertiary care in 
the government sector, bet¬ 
ter the utilisation of districts 
hospital infrastructure and 
promote affordable medical 
education. 


# 

M Advt. No. NITC/1 3-1/2019- RO Dated: 28 th > 

Vugust 2019 

National Institute of Technology Calicut 

(An Institution of National Importance under MHRD) 
NITC Campus P.O Kozhikode - 673 601, Kerala 


i www.mtc.ac.in 

1 

lationals for 

| RECRUITMENT NOTIFICATION | 

NIT Calicut seeks applications in online mode, from Indian n 
following posts in the Institute. 

Name of the post 

Post 

code 

No of 
vacancies 

Pay level 

Age limit 

Superintending 

Engineer 

ES-01 

1 (UR) 

Pay level 13 

GP Rs. 8700/-, PB-4 

56 years 

Executive Engineer 
(Electrical) 

ES-02 

1 (UR) 

Pay level 10 

GP Rs. 5400/-, PB-3 

35 years 

Interested candidates mav visit the Institute website www.nitc.ac.in for details. 
The last date for applying online is 26 th September 2019,5:00 PM. Applications 
along with all supporting documents specified therein should reach the 
Institute, at the address “The Registrar, National Institute of Technology Calicut, 
NIT Campus P.O., Kozhikode-673601, Kerala" on or before 4 th October 2019, 

5:00 PM - Sd/- REGISTRAR 


KERALA INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION (KINFRA) 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 


Request For Proposal (RFP) 

KINFRA invites bids from competent, & financially sound agencies/firms for 
the following work: 

Name of work: Selection of Operating Agency to Operate, Maintain and Manage 
3 Nos of Warehouses (Food Processing) at KINFRA Mega Food Park. Palakkad 


Bid Fee 

EMD 

Last Date of Submission of Tender 

Rs 2500.00 + GST (18%) 

Rs 50,000.00 

20/09/2019 at 3:00PM 


For more details visit the web site www.kinfra.org 

Place : Thiruvananthapuram Sd/- 

Date : 29/08/2019 Managing Director 


ANDHRA PRADESH FOREST 
. DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LIMITED 

(A Government of Andhra Pradesh Undertaking) 

Regd. Office : The Annapurna Nagar Public Servants Co-Operative 
House Building Society, Plot No.80/A, 81/A, Gorantla, Guntur. 


EUCALYPTUS DEBARKED PULPWOOD SALE NOTICE 

Ref.No. OP.OOI/EPW/2019-20/ Date : 27-08-2019 

Sale of about 2.06 lakh mt. of Eucalyptus debarked pulpwood anticipated from 
(31) Units of Eucalyptus Plantations of A.P. Forest Development Corporation 
Limited, proposed to be held through e-Tender cum e Auction on "Konugolu" a 
Govt, of Andhra Pradesh e-Portal i.e., "https://www.konugolu.ap.gov.in" from 
11.00 hrs to 13.00 hrs (1 st spell) and from 14.00 hrs to 16.00 hrs (2 nd spell) on 
13 th of September, 2019. Units remaining unsold / unconfirmed will be exposed 
again on 20 th September, 2019 & 26 th September, 2019. For more details please 
visit the websites: https://www.konuaolu.ap.qov.in & https://www.apfdcl.com. 
dipr iiipp/cL Dt: 28-08-2019 Sd/- Vice Chairman and Managing Director 


Chandrayaan-2 nears Moon 



On track: Chandrayaan-2 completed an action lasting nearly 20 
minutes to bring the spacecraft closer to the Moon. ■ isro 


Third orbit 
manoeuvre 
narrows gap 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Chandrayaan-2 narrowed its 
distance from the Moon af¬ 
ter a manoeuvre on Wednes¬ 
day morning. The Indian 
Space Research Organisa¬ 
tion (ISRO) said it completed 
the third orbit action lasting 
nearly 20 minutes to bring 
the spacecraft closer to the 
Moon. It was done from the 
Mission Operations Com¬ 
plex at ISTRAC in Bengaluru. 

An update on Day 38 of 
the launch said, “The third 
lunar-bound orbit ma¬ 
noeuvre of Chandrayaan-2 
spacecraft was performed 
successfully today (August 


28) beginning at 0904 hours 
1ST using the onboard pro¬ 
pulsion system. All space¬ 
craft parameters are 
normal.” 

A total of five manoeuvres 
are planned to gradually 
make the lunar craft’s oval 
orbit circular. It now goes 
around the Moon in a 179 km 
x 1,412 km orbit - shifting 
about 3,000 km closer to its 


target at the far end of the 
oval. It is due to reach the 
desired circular orbit after 
two more orbit reducing op¬ 
erations - on August 30 and 
September 1. 

Launched on July 22 from 
Sriharikota, Chandrayaan-2 
has been in lunar orbits 
since August 20. It is due to 
land on Moon in the early 
hours of September 7. 


19 convicted 
inKhagragarh 
explosion case 


Mega dam plan leads 
to fury on Assam border 

Tribal outfits oppose Subansiri project 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The National Green Tribu¬ 
nal’s nod for restarting con¬ 
struction of the 2,000 MW 
Subansiri Lower Hydroelec¬ 
tric Project at Gerukamukh 
on the Assam-Arunachal 
Pradesh border has trig¬ 
gered a string of protests. 

Tribal organisations in 
Assam such as the Talcam 
Mising Porin Kebang and All 
Assam Chutia Students’ Un¬ 
ion have stepped up their 
anti-mega dam movement 
with hydropower major 
NHPC planning to begin 
work from October. 

Work on the mega project 
across river Subansiri was 
started in 2006 but halted in 
2011 owing to various local 
issues, including submer¬ 
sion fears in the down¬ 
stream areas. NHPC officials 
said 65% of the work was 
done at the time and the re¬ 
maining work would take 
less than four years. 


The hydropower major 
has been losing an estimat¬ 
ed 110 crore per day on the 
project, estimated to cost 
£20,000 crore on comple¬ 
tion. 

“Our prime concern is 
people’s safety. Unless the 
government takes adequate 
measures to ensure safety 
and livelihood of the affect¬ 
ed people, along with pro¬ 
tection of biodiversity, there 
is no question of restarting 
construction,” the organisa¬ 
tions said in a joint 
statement. 

Dibang project 

The Subansiri Lower project 
has not met with any resis¬ 
tance in Arunachal Pradesh, 
but people in the State have 
expressed concern over the 
2,880 MW Dibang hydroe¬ 
lectric project estimated to 
cost £28,080 crore. The Ca¬ 
binet Committee on Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs had cleared 
the project in July. 


STAFF REPORTER 

KOLKATA 

A special National Investi¬ 
gation Agency (NIA) court 
here on Wednesday con¬ 
victed 19 accused in the 
Khagragarh blast which oc¬ 
curred in West Bengal’s 
Burdwan district in Octob¬ 
er 2014 and killed two peo¬ 
ple. 

“The 19 accused, includ¬ 
ing 4 Bangladeshi nation¬ 
als, convicted by NIA spe¬ 
cial court, Kolkata in 
Burdwan blast case-2014. 
Quantum of punishment 
would be announced on 
30.08.2019,” NIA tweeted 
from its official handle. 

The investigation was 
handed over to the NIA, 
which in its first chargesh- 
eet in March 2015, de¬ 
scribed it as a “conspiracy 
of Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen, 
Bangladesh, to overthrow 
the existing democratic go¬ 
vernment in Bangladesh 
through violent terrorist 
acts.” 



Position 


Food 

Science and 
Technology 
(FST) 


Food 

Engineering 

(FE) 


Food Business 
Management and 
Entrepreneurship 
Development 
(FBMED) 


Agriculture 

and 

Environmental 

Sciences 

(AES) 


Total 


PROFESSOR 

Pay scale is as per 7th CPC: Level 14 
(Rs.144200 - Rs.218200) 


1(UR), 1 (SC) 


1(UR) 


KUR) 


1(UR) 


ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR 

Pay scale is as per 7th CPC: Level 13A 
(Rs. 131400 ■ Rs.217100) 


KUR), *1 (ST) 


*1(SC) 


*1(SC) 


ASSISTANT PROFESSOR 

Pay scale is as per 7th CPC: Level 10 
(Rs.57700- Rs.182400) 


* 1 (ST) 


1(EWS), 1(UR) 


KUR), * 1 (ST) 


Note:- Out of 05 vacancies of Assistant Professor 01 vacancy is reserved for PWD under clause (a) blindness and low vision. 

*For Associate Professor 02 posts of SC and 01 post of ST are considered as backlog vacancies and for Assistant 

Professor 02 posts of ST are considered as backlog vacancies. 

For more details on Departments, Specializations, number of vacancies etc. please visit NIFTEM website 

www.niftem.ac.in . The eligible and interested applicants should apply online in the format available on the NIFTEM 

website with effect from 09-09-2019. Application will be accepted online only. The last date of receipt of applications is 

08-10-2019. 

Note: 

• Any corrigendum/addendum shall be posted only on NIFTEM website. 

• This advertisement & further recruitment process will be subject to any clarifications from MHRD/UGC or 
any other competent authority. 

• Non-refundable application fee of Rs.1000/- for General/OBC candidates and Rs. 500/- for SC/ST/EWS 
candidates. The same shall be paid online (debit/credit card/net banking) while filling the online application 
form. PWD candidates are exempted from application fee. 


Government of Tamil Nadu 

All India Civil Services 
Coaching Centre, Chennai - 28. 

Coaching for Civil Services (I.A.S.. I.P.S.. etc..) 

Preliminary Examination - 2020 

Applications are invited through Online mode from candidates of 
Tamil Nadu, desirous of undergoing coaching for UPSC Civil 
Services Preliminary Examination - 2020. Coaching will be 
conducted for six months at the premises of ALL INDIA CIVIL 
SERVICES COACHING CENTRE, CHENNAI-28. For Details refer 
to the notification in our website: www.civilservicecoaching.com. 
Those who have already undergone coaching in this Institute 
as Full Time candidates for Preliminary Examination are not 
eligible for admission. 


a. 

Online Registration commences from 

30.08.2019 (10.00 am) 

b. 

Last date and time for submission 
of Online application 

16.09.2019 (6.00 pm) 

c. 

Date and time of Entrance 
Examination (Objective Type) 

13.10.2019 (Sunday) 
(10.30 am to 12.30 pm) 


DiPR/97i/Dispiay/20i9 Principal / Course Director 
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Message delivered 


Not everything went right at the G-7 summit, 
but PM Modi got the ear of President Trump 

P rime Minister Narendra Modi’s twin missions as a 
special invitee to the G-7 summit in France over 
the weekend was to address the world’s seven 
most advanced economies on Climate Change and Dig¬ 
ital Transformation, but it was his meeting with U.S. 
President Donald Trump that wound up taking centre- 
stage. Mr. Modi took the initiative to clear the air about 
Jammu and Kashmir. This was necessitated by the re¬ 
peated references that Mr. Trump has made about U.S. 
mediation between India and Pakistan over Kashmir, as 
well as a briefing by a senior administration official last 
week, who said that Mr. Trump would “want to hear 
from Prime Minister Modi on how he plans to reduce 
regional tensions and uphold respect for human rights 
in Kashmir”. Both U.S. statements run counter to the In¬ 
dian position that the withdrawal of special status to 
J&K under the Constitution is an “internal matter”, and 
the issue of Kashmir will be resolved bilaterally with Pa¬ 
kistan. In the event, Mr. Modi appeared to have driven 
the message home, and Mr. Trump backed away from 
both statements. The two leaders also appeared to have 
made some headway on deadlocked trade talks bet¬ 
ween India and the U.S., and have decided that their 
trade representatives, USTR Robert Lighthizer and 
Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal, will meet ahead of 
the Modi visit to the U.S. in September. 

The interaction between Mr. Modi and Mr. Trump 
appeared to be in line with the broader themes that 
characterised this year’s G-7 summit, where bilateral 
meetings appeared a little more successful than the 
multilateral meeting itself. As host, French President 
Emmanuel Macron decided to invite Iranian Foreign 
Minister Javad Zarif, but the other G-7 members reject¬ 
ed any suggestion to include him in their conclave to 
discuss the future of the JCPOA nuclear deal. Mr. 
Trump’s push to invite Russia back into the club (it was 
called the G-8 until Russia was suspended in 2014), 
which represents more than half the world’s wealth al¬ 
so came a cropper as the other members did not agree 
to Russian President Putin’s re-entry. As one of nine 
special guests invited to address various sessions, Mr. 
Modi spoke on how India is keeping its climate change 
commitments, but it was a session where Mr. Trump, 
whose presence was vital given the U.S.’s walkout from 
the Paris accord, didn’t make an appearance. G-7 mem¬ 
bers also discussed the Amazon fire crisis and pledged 
over $20 million to Brazil, but were rebuffed after a spat 
broke out between Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
and Mr. Macron. It came as no surprise that the summit 
ended as it did: for the first time in the grouping’s 44- 
year old history, there was no joint communique. 


Murder most foul 

India needs a comprehensive law 
to deal with ‘honour killing’ 

T he use of murderous violence in the face of ima¬ 
gined threats to family or community honour is 
an unfortunate reality in most parts of the coun¬ 
try. The term ‘honour killing’ is being used widely to de¬ 
scribe the class of murders that family members com¬ 
mit while seeking to impose on young couples their 
medieval view that all marriages should be within their 
community. The Supreme Court, which has been inter¬ 
vening repeatedly to preserve the freedom of marital 
choice of individuals, once remarked that there is no 
‘honour’ in ‘honour killing’. Various judgments have 
highlighted the need to come down on such crimes, as 
well as the social structures that keep such a communal 
outlook alive. The judgment of the Principal Sessions 
Court, Kottayam, Kerala, awarding life imprisonment to 
10 men involved in the abduction and murder of Kevin 
Joseph, a 23-year-old Dalit Christian, in May 2018, is in 
line with the apex court’s views. The investigation and 
trial into Kevin’s murder have been notably fast. Kevin 
was abducted by a group led by Shyanu Chacko, the 
principal accused and brother of Neenu, Kevin’s fian¬ 
cee, just as the young man was making arrangements to 
have his marriage registered. The court ruled that it was 
an ‘honour killing’ based on Neenu’s testimony that her 
family was vehemently against the marriage as Kevin 
was a Dalit. The police managed to drive home the guilt 
of the accused by digital and electronic evidence, in¬ 
cluding records showing mobile phone signal locations 
and CCTV footage, to confirm the time and the routes 
through which the accused had taken Kevin before 
drowning him. 

The court rightly chose not to award the death penal¬ 
ty. Instead it handed down two separate life terms, one 
each for kidnapping with intention to threaten the vic¬ 
tim with death, and for murder. Even though there is a 
Supreme Court judgment allowing trial courts to deem 
‘honour killings’ as those that fall under the ‘rarest of 
rare cases’ category, the trial judge chose to take note of 
the fact that the accused were young and had no pre¬ 
vious criminal background. It is disquieting that the 
‘honour killing’ phenomenon persists in highly literate 
societies too. Discrimination against Dalits is not limit¬ 
ed to Hindu communities listed as Scheduled Castes, 
but extends to those who have converted to other reli¬ 
gions too. At a time when caste groups have become 
politically organised and caste associations attract the 
young and the educated, there is a need for a redoubled 
effort to eliminate the evils of a stratified society. In par¬ 
ticular, administrators must give full effect to the va¬ 
rious preventive, remedial and punitive measures re¬ 
commended by the Supreme Court. The Centre may 
also examine the need for a comprehensive law to curb 
killings in the name of honour and prohibit interfe¬ 
rence in matrimonial choice of individuals. 



Hardly the brick and mortar of a revival 

The transfer of the RBI’s surplus is only a stopgap measure which will not address the key problem of a lack of demand 



JAYATI GHOSH 


T here is no longer any room 
for doubt on the parlous 
state of the Indian economy. 
The automobile industry, seen as a 
bellwether of activity in the post¬ 
liberalisation years, is in crisis, as 
automakers, parts manufacturers 
and dealers have laid off about 
350,000 workers since April this 
year, with more job cuts likely. 
While this could still reflect falling 
demand only from higher income 
groups, recently, Parle Products, 
once the world’s largest selling bis¬ 
cuit brands, announced that it 
may have to lay off up to 10,000 
workers (around a tenth of its 
workforce). The company blamed 
falling sales due to the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) that led to high¬ 
er prices of the cheapest small 
packets of biscuits at a time of ex¬ 
treme price sensitivity because of 
reduced livelihood, especially 
among rural consumers. 

Home budgets under strain 

Sales in the fast-moving consumer 
goods (FMCG) sector as a whole 
grew at only 10% in the April-June 
quarter of this year, less than no¬ 
minal GDP growth. The slowdown 
in sales is across food and non¬ 
food items, with the biggest reduc¬ 
tions in salty snacks and biscuits, 
spices, soaps and packaged tea. 
These represent the more discre¬ 
tionary element of consumer 
spending even among the poor - 
the items more likely to be cut 
down when household budgets 
are under strain. 

Economists with the govern¬ 
ment who finally recognised that 
there is a problem have blamed 
the current situation on the “fi¬ 
nancial stress” inherited from the 
United Progressive Alliance go¬ 
vernment more than five years 


ago, which is apparently prevent¬ 
ing investment because “no one 
trusts anyone else”. But this iso¬ 
lates only one factor in the current 
slowdown: the undoubted mess in 
the credit system, reflecting both 
the overhang of bad debts of banks 
(worse today than in 2014) and the 
erosion of non-banks after the col¬ 
lapse of the aggressive lender. In¬ 
frastructure Leasing & Financial 
Services Limited. 

This is a factor, but this explana¬ 
tion completely misses the de¬ 
mand side of the story. It is clear 
beyond doubt now that the slow¬ 
down in mass consumption, com¬ 
bined with falling and then sub¬ 
dued rates of investment over 
several years, have led to what is 
undeniably a crisis of inadequate 
effective demand in the economy. 

This scenario has been unfold¬ 
ing for a while because of a medi¬ 
um-term trajectory in which the 
fruits of growth went dispropor¬ 
tionately to a small elite of big cap¬ 
ital and rich individuals without 
translating into broader economic 
improvement. The increasing in¬ 
equality associated with jobless 
growth meant that mass consump¬ 
tion demand did not rise as ex¬ 
pected with rapid GDP growth. 

Impact of demonetisation 

The hugely damaging impact of 
demonetisation in November 2016 
was further accentuated by the 
poor implementation of the GST 
barely seven months later. These 
badly managed policy measures 
served as body blows to informal 
economic activity, causing major 
declines in employment and out¬ 
put. At first, they did not affect for¬ 
mal enterprises so much as they 
gained at the cost of informal 
ones. But the resulting loss in live¬ 
lihoods and wage incomes even¬ 
tually had an effect on demand for 
formal sector output, which has 
worsened over time because there 
have been no counterbalancing 
moves by the government. Total 
employment actually declined by 
more than 15 million workers bet¬ 
ween 2011-12 and 2017-18, even as 



unemployment rates reached 
their highest levels in nearly half a 
century. 

This operated in addition to a 
medium-term trend of wage sup¬ 
pression, something that was even 
celebrated by the late former Fi¬ 
nance Minister Arun Jaitley as a 
means of combating inflation. Ru¬ 
ral wages have been stagnant or 
declining in the recent period. 
Meanwhile, the continuing crisis 
of cultivation has obviously affect¬ 
ed the purchasing power of the 
farming community. Urban wage 
incomes are also apparently not 
keeping pace with inflation, even 
as informal activity and “start¬ 
ups” in urban areas have faltered. 

The government could have 
countered this adverse impact of 
declining employment and con¬ 
sumption demand, which in turn 
reduced the profit expectations of 
producers in formal enterprises, 
by providing a fiscal stimulus. It 
did not do so. Instead, it kept as¬ 
suming or hoping that using opti¬ 
cal measures - manipulating 
“Ease of Doing Business” indica¬ 
tors and offering further incen¬ 
tives to foreign capital to attract 
more inflows, however volatile - 
would somehow attract invest¬ 
ment into the economy that would 
counteract all the negative 
impulses. 

Private investors simply kept 
demanding more fiscal and regula¬ 
tory concessions even as they con¬ 
tinued to sit on investment plans 
as they waited for overall demand 
improvement. More recent com- 


Kashmir’s information vacuum 


plaints of the private corporate 
sector have been about oppressive 
tax collection methods of a go¬ 
vernment desperate to meet its re¬ 
venue targets. But these along 
with the greater difficulties of ac¬ 
cessing loans from both banks and 
non-banks are irritants that would 
have been tolerated in a buoyant 
economy. They have become se¬ 
rious issues now because of the 
wider stagnation. 

Supply-side approach 

In this context, the Finance Minis¬ 
ter’s recent announcements of 
measures to boost the flagging 
economy are not a case of “too lit¬ 
tle too late”; rather, they com¬ 
pletely miss the point. They do 
nothing to address the issue of in¬ 
adequate demand generation or 
the underlying tendencies of wage 
suppression and low employment 
growth. Instead, they once again 
reveal a supply-side approach to 
the problem, which is unlikely to 
yield much benefit. 

Even these measures are mostly 
cosmetic or affect only a small seg¬ 
ment of the economy, not enough 
to cause any real change in eco¬ 
nomic direction. The capital infu¬ 
sion of ^70,000 crore into public 
sector banks had already been an¬ 
nounced in the Budget; frontload¬ 
ing this inadequate amount is not 
going to rev up an economy if 
those whom banks are willing to 
lend to are hesitant to invest. Giv¬ 
ing into demands of foreign port¬ 
folio investors with regard to taxa¬ 
tion likewise does nothing to 
increase domestic demand; it 
simply provides some solace to the 
stock market. The middle classes 
repaying home loans may see a mi¬ 
nor benefit if banks actually do 
pass on lower interest rates, but 
this too will not provide a major 
boost to the economy. The deci¬ 
sion of the government to buy 
more cars to shore up the automo¬ 
bile industry is bizarre in the ex¬ 
treme, because it undermines the 
medium-term strategy of shifting 
to electric vehicles as soon as 
possible. 


What could the Finance Minis¬ 
ter have done instead? If the im¬ 
mediate problem is lack of de¬ 
mand, the immediate response 
should be to increase it - ideally in 
ways that provide the desired ba¬ 
sis for future economic growth. 

Rural focus 

Rural distress is real and deeper 
and greater than the much-hyped 
distress of angel investors and 
high net worth individuals; so a 
massive increase in rural public 
expenditure, including in the Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi National Rural Em¬ 
ployment Guarantee Scheme to 
provide public works as well as in 
social spending would provide im¬ 
mediate relief. The multiplier ef¬ 
fects of such spending would gen¬ 
erate more employment, incomes, 
consumption and, therefore, in¬ 
vestment over time - as well as 
more tax revenues for the govern¬ 
ment. There is also both scope and 
need for increases in “green” pu¬ 
blic investment for a sustainable 
future. 

But to seize this crisis as an op¬ 
portunity for progressive change 
would require more visionary eco¬ 
nomic policy making, something 
that this government has been sad¬ 
ly lacking in. 

So does the massive transfer of 
the Reserve Bank of India’s surplus 
amounting to H.76 lakh crore sug¬ 
gests that this is the government’s 
game plan? Unfortunately, be¬ 
cause of the mess in public financ¬ 
es, all that this is likely to do is fill 
the massive gap left by inadequate 
tax collection, thereby letting the 
Finance Minister off in the current 
fiscal year from another embar¬ 
rassing situation of budgetary dis¬ 
crepancies. The proposed Budget 
was not particularly expansionary 
and did not provide for more 
spending in the areas required. So 
this stopgap measure may provide 
more fiscal space than before, 
without really addressing the basic 
problem. 


Jay ad Ghosh is a professor of economics at 
Jawaharlal Nehru University , New Delhi 


Legislative backing is being appropriated to normalise communication shutdowns 



AAYUSH RATHI & 
AKRITI BOPANNA 


O n August 4, around mid¬ 
night, Jammu and Kashmir 
was thrust into a near total 
communication shutdown. In the 
continuing aftermath of the dilu¬ 
tion of Article 370, cable televi¬ 
sion, cellular services, landline 
and Internet and even the postal 
services have been rendered inop- 
erational. Even hospitals and fire 
stations have not been spared. 
While law enforcement personnel 
have been provided satellite 
phones, locals are having to queue 
up outside designated government 
offices and register the numbers 
they want to call. The blackout is 
all encompassing. 

The erstwhile State of Jammu 
and Kashmir is accustomed to the 
flicking on of the “Internet kill- 
switch”, but this indiscriminate 
embargo is unprecedented. The 
blocking of multi-point/two-way 
communication is quite frequent 
in Kashmir, with close to 55 in¬ 
stances of partial or complete In¬ 
ternet shutdowns being recorded 
just this year. Of the 347 cases of 
shutdown that have been imposed 
in India since 2012, 51% have been 
in Kashmir. The blocking of one¬ 
way communication media, such 
as cable television, however, is 
new. Even the measures adopted 


during the Kargil war in 1999 
stopped short of blocking tele¬ 
phone lines. 

Appearing for the incumbent 
government on a petition chal¬ 
lenging the communications shut¬ 
down in Kashmir, the Attorney 
General of India, K.K. Venugopal, 
made the necessary-for-law-and- 
order argument. 

However, recent research by Jan 
Rydzak looking exclusively at net¬ 
work shutdowns in India has 
shown no evidence backing this 
claim. On the contrary, network 
shutdowns have been shown to 
compel actors wanting to engage 
in collective action to substitute 
non-violent mobilisation for more 
violent means as the latter re¬ 
quires less coordination. 

In dubious company 

Network shutdowns have a limited 
and inconsistent effect on even 
structured, non-violent protests. 
Cross-country comparative re¬ 
search indicates that the shut¬ 
down of communication for 
achieving objectives of social con¬ 
trol is usually the riposte of auth¬ 
oritarian regimes. The shroud of 
secrecy it creates allows for furth¬ 
er controversial measures to be ef¬ 
fected away from public scrutiny. 
Authoritarian regimes masquerad¬ 
ing as liberal democracies are fol¬ 
lowing suit. In 2016, the Turkish 
government had ordered the shut¬ 
down of over 100 media compa¬ 
nies in the aftermath of a failed 
military coup. Earlier this year, Jo¬ 
seph Kabila’s government in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo had 
shut down Internet and SMS ser¬ 



vices for three weeks under the 
pretext of preventing the circula¬ 
tion of fake election results. 

Mr. Venugopal further reas¬ 
sured the Supreme Court that the 
residents of Kashmir would expe¬ 
rience the least amount of incon¬ 
venience. This line assumes that 
the primary use of telecommuni¬ 
cation networks is for supposedly 
banal interpersonal interaction. 
What is forgotten is that these net¬ 
works function both as an “infras¬ 
tructure” and as medium of com¬ 
munication. Impacting either 
function has dire and simultane¬ 
ous consequences on its use as the 
other. As an infrastructure, they 
are akin to a public utility and are 
foundational to the operation of 
critical systems such as water sup¬ 
ply and finance. 

In the Kashmir Valley, over half 
the business transactions are said 
to happen online. The payment of 
wages for the government-run em¬ 
ployment guarantee scheme for 
unskilled manual labour is almost 
entirely made electronically - 
99.56% in Jammu and Kashmir. 
The reliance on the Internet for 
bank-related transactions has 
meant that automated teller ma¬ 


chines and banks are inoperative. 
What is telling is that the increas¬ 
ing recourse to network shut¬ 
downs as a law and order tool in 
India is also happening simultane¬ 
ously with the government’s digiti¬ 
sation drive. Information flows are 
being simultaneously facilitated 
and throttled. 

Ambiguous backing 

Moreover, communication shut¬ 
downs have ambiguous legal back¬ 
ing. One approach imposes them 
as an order passed under Section 
144 of the Code of Criminal Proce¬ 
dure. A colonial relic. Section 144 
is frequently used for the imposi¬ 
tion of curfew in ‘sensitive’ areas 
as a preventive measure against 
public demonstrations. This ap¬ 
proach lacks procedural accounta¬ 
bility and transparency. Orders 
are not mandated to be publicly 
notified; they do not identify the 
duration of the lockdown or envi¬ 
sion an appeal mechanism. 

Perhaps realising these chal¬ 
lenges, the Temporary Suspension 
of Telecom Services (Public Emer¬ 
gency or Public Safety) Rules, 
2017, notified under the Telegraph 
Act, do incorporate a review me¬ 
chanism. However, reviewing offi¬ 
cials do not have the authority to 
revoke a shutdown order even if it 
is deemed illegal. The grounds for 
effectuating any shutdown also 
have not been elaborated other 
than for ‘public emergency’ or 
‘public safety’ - both these terms 
are undefined. Legislative back¬ 
ing, then, is being appropriated to 
normalise, not curb, communica¬ 
tion shutdowns. Tellingly, the 


owner of an Internet service pro¬ 
vider in Kashmir pointed out that 
with Internet shutdowns becom¬ 
ing so common, often the shape 
that an order takes is of a call from 
a government official, while the 
procedural documentation fol¬ 
lows much later. 

Treated as collateral damage in 
imposing communication black¬ 
outs are the fundamental free¬ 
doms of speech and expression, 
trade, and also of association. The 
imposition of Section 144 along 
with the virtual curfew is designed 
to restrict the freedom to assem¬ 
ble peacefully. Such preemptive 
measures assume that any as¬ 
sembly will be violent along with 
negating the potential utility of 
technological means in maintain¬ 
ing social order (such as responsi¬ 
ble digital journalism checking the 
spread of rumours). 

Most critically, this enables a 
complete information vacuum, 
the only salve from which is infor¬ 
mation supplied by the suppres¬ 
sor. Of the days leading up to Au¬ 
gust 5 and the days since, sparse 
information is publicly available. 
Local newspaper outlets in Kash¬ 
mir are inoperational. This lack of 
information necessarily precludes 
effective democratic participation. 
Beneath the national security sen¬ 
timents, a key motivation for net¬ 
work shutdown presents itself: 
that of political censorship 
through the criminalisation of dis¬ 
sent. 


Aayush Rathi andAkriti Bopanna are 
researchers at the Centre for Internet and 
Society , India 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full, postal address and the full name or the name with initials. 


RBI’s autonomy 

Despite the protestations of 
the Finance Minister to the 
contrary, one cannot but 
observe a significant 
erosion in recent times in 
the autonomy of the 
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
(Front page, “Questions on 
RBI’s credibility outlandish, 
says Nirmala”, Aug. 23). 
Two Governors have had to 
leave the office before the 
completion of their terms 
on finding that their views 
were not to the liking of the 
mandarins in the Finance 
Ministry. Among the 
reasons cited for Urijit 
Patel’s departure was the 
government’s expressed 



desire for transfer of a 
major part of the reserves 
of the RBI. It is not 
uncommon to find tensions 
and dissonance of views 
between the central bank of 
a country and those in 
charge of fiscal policy. 
However, in normal 
circumstances, these are 
resolved and not allowed to 
spill out in the public. 

M.P. MURALIDHARAN, 

Bengaluru 

The wealth creators 

The Finance Minister last 
week said the government 
‘respects’ the ‘wealth 
creators’. It is said that 
more than 50% of 



contribution to India’s GDP 
comes from workers in the 
unorganised sector, who 
form around 93% of the 
country’s workforce. Being 
the real ‘wealth creators’, 
they deserve to be provided 
at least a minimum social 
security package. Many of 
them live in slums and 
platforms and are deprived 
of access to good education 
or health care. They are the 
people who infuse life into 
the market by spending the 
little they earn and they are 
the people who vote with 
the lofty hopes of seeing 
some light at the end of the 
tunnel. The Finance 
Minister should consider 



the woes of these wealth 
creators on priority. 

A.G. Rajmohan, 

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh 

Clean cooking 

Many Indian men living in 
rural areas maintain 
primitive attitudes when it 
comes to clean cooking 
methods (OpEd, “Cooking 
with gas, not wood”, Aug. 
28). The gender dynamics 
prevalent in patriarchal 
rural families is evident 
from the article. The 
household patriarch, who 
holds the family’s purse 
strings, exercises control 
over women by relegating 
them to smoke-filled 


kitchens. Rural women 
need to be sensitised to the 
politics behind such 
deprivation. In reality, the 
gas stove has been a life- 
altering appliance that has 
averted deaths caused by 
asphyxiation and asthma 
due to smoke emitted from 
solid fuels. Making 
cylinders available to rural 
women at subsidised rates 
is surely a positive step. 

Varsha V. Shenoy, 

Mangaluru 

Bypassing Constitution 

Jawaharlal Nehru said that 
Universal adult suffrage is 
not an experiment but the 
fulfilment of a promise. 


This assumes relevance in 
the context of Article 370’s 
dilution, at a time when 
Jammu and Kashmir had no 
elected Assembly and the 
wishes of Kashmiris to 
exercise their franchise had 
not been fulfilled. The 
special status guaranteed to 
the erstwhile State was an 
integral part of our 
Constitution. The Centre 
may proclaim that it has 
done a ‘constitutional 
bypass’ but it has actually 
‘bypassed the Constitution’. 

N.G.R. Prasad 
Ram Siddhartha, 

Chennai 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 


• • • 


A ND-NDE 





















































OPED 11 


THE HINDU DELHI 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019 


Democracy and its discontents 

India must strengthen institutions that lie between the public sphere and formal government institutions 




ARUN MAIRA 


Civilisation progresses with the evo¬ 
lution of institutions designed by hu¬ 
mans to govern their affairs. Institu¬ 
tions of electoral democracy have 
evolved over the centuries, with not¬ 
able innovations in the U.K., France 
and the U.S. that provided models for 
electoral democracies everywhere. 
These models have been vigorously 
exported by Western countries to 
promote democracy around the 
world. Now, the system of democra¬ 
cy invented in the West and exported 
to the rest is failing in the West. “Are 
Western democracies becoming un¬ 
governable?” asks The Economist. 
Elected governments are in office, 
but not in power, it says. Many coun¬ 
tries in Europe cannot form stable 
governments because the largest par¬ 
ty does not command a majority. 
Coalitions are unstable. Parliaments 
are unable to pass laws. “The home 
of failure to pass meaningful laws is 
the United States”, it says. Americans 
will point a finger back to The Econo¬ 
mist’s home country: the perfor¬ 
mance of political parties in the Brit¬ 
ish House of Commons has not been 
edifying either. 

Democracy in India 

By these yardsticks, democracy is 
shining in India. With a strong go¬ 
vernment at the Centre, Parliament 
has passed a slew of big laws recent¬ 
ly. The most recent is the change in 
the governance set-up of Jammu and 
Kashmir, which has been haunting 
India’s constitutional arrangements. 

However, democracy consists of 
much more than elections and pas¬ 
sage of laws. India has a great Consti¬ 
tution. It conducts free and fair elec¬ 
tions. Its Parliament has passed 
many landmark laws since Indepen¬ 
dence. Yet failures of governance 
(and democracy) in India can be 
seen on the ground, in so-called 
‘backward areas’ in the heartlands. 
Indeed, the Indian government has 
justified its bold reduction of powers 
of Jammu and Kashmir’s elected As¬ 
sembly on the grounds that democ¬ 
racy was not functioning within the 
State and benefits of good gover¬ 


nance were not reaching the citizens. 

Democracies need an architecture 
of institutions. Some institutions pro¬ 
vide the vertical pillars. Other institu¬ 
tions provide the lateral binders that 
give strength and stability to the de¬ 
mocratic structure. In the popular 
discourse about democracy, too 
much attention has been given to the 
vertical institutions required for peo¬ 
ple to elect their leaders, and too lit¬ 
tle to the lateral institutions required 
to create harmony amongst people. 

Universal franchise, elections, and 
political parties fighting each other 
to win elections enable a society to 
determine who is in the majority and 
has the right to govern. The problem 
with a majoritarian democracy is 
that it is not designed to find solu¬ 
tions for complex problems with ma¬ 
ny points of view. A government with 
a majority, especially a large one, can 
become as authoritarian as a dictato¬ 
rial one. It can deny minorities their 
rights for their views to be consi¬ 
dered while framing laws and resolv¬ 
ing contentious issues. The people 
have spoken once in the election; 
that should be enough. Now, they 
must leave it to the government in 
power. Thus, a government elected 
by a majority can justify the exclu¬ 
sion of the minority. 

However, by excluding the views 
of the many that did not vote for it - 
and quite often these may even be 
the majority in the first-past-the-post 
system - a government reduces its 
own effectiveness. Those dissatisfied 
with the governments’ decisions go 
to courts wherever courts are inde¬ 
pendent, like in India. However, 
courts are not set up to find policy 
solutions to complex problems and 


must interpret the laws as written. In 
India, many have complained that 
courts are venturing into matters of 
governance that they should not. 
This is a sign that something is mis¬ 
sing in India’s democracy. 

When problems are complex, 
good governance requires effective 
methods for people’s participation. 
Referendums of the entire electorate 
give an illusion of good democracy - 
that the people have been consulted. 
Politicians on both sides of a referen¬ 
dum will run populist campaigns ap¬ 
pealing to the basest of instincts to 
sway the opinions of the masses. 
Whereas, when the issue is complex, 
voters should be educated about 
what they are voting for. And then, 
when a small majority determines 
how all must go (52% wanted Britain 
to leave the European Union versus 
48% that did not), referendums be¬ 
come yet another example of the 
problem with a majoritarian democ¬ 
racy rather than a good solution. 

Three layers of institutions 

Healthy democracies need three vi¬ 
brant layers of institutions. At the 
bottom is the public space and the 
media in which people must be free 
to speak up if they want to. On the 
top is the layer of constitutional insti¬ 
tutions - parliaments, courts, etc. 
Social media has enlarged the public 
space enormously. Many more peo¬ 
ple are speaking up and many issues 
are being raised. Social media pro¬ 
vides a good platform for opposing 
views, but is glaringly inept at recon¬ 
ciling them. On the contrary it is 
heightening divisive walls. There¬ 
fore, more problems require the at¬ 
tention of constitutional institutions 


above, and they have more on their 
plate than they can digest. 

When elected representatives are 
expected to vote in their assemblies 
only according to the wishes of their 
own constituency and to also follow 
party whips, they cannot open their 
minds to listen to the views of other 
constituents. Thus, assemblies of 
elected representatives, in which 
framers of the U.S. Constitution 
hoped representatives would delib¬ 
erate upon what is best for the whole 
system and not just for their parts of 
it, have become incapable of per¬ 
forming the role they should per¬ 
form, The Economist laments. 

With democratic governance slip¬ 
ping into ineffectual log-jams, it is 
tempting to close down the public 
space at the bottom, or to impose a 
majoritarian view from above to 
strengthen the government. There is 
fear that India may be slipping down 
this path, which may strengthen go¬ 
vernment on the ground, while sti¬ 
ffing democratic governance. It is the 
road to ‘maximum government, mi¬ 
nimum governance’. 

The weak intermediate layer 

Political middles are thinning in de¬ 
mocracies everywhere. People want 
change. Radical parties of the Right 
and Left are gaining support. The so¬ 
lution for strengthening governance 
and democracy at the same time is to 
strengthen the middle layer of insti¬ 
tutions within democracies that lie 
between the open public sphere and 
formal government institutions. 
These are spaces where citizens with 
diverse views can listen to each oth¬ 
er, and understand the whole system 
of which they are only parts. Neither 
elected assemblies nor social media 
provide such spaces. Sadly, even 
think tanks have become divided 
along ideological and partisan lines. 

It is imperative for India to build 
intermediate level, unofficial or se¬ 
mi-official institutions for non-parti¬ 
san deliberation amongst concerned 
citizens. The government must give 
more space for such institutions to 
form and operate. When there is glo¬ 
bal despair about the ability of demo¬ 
cratic institutions to deliver the bene¬ 
fits of good governance to citizens, 
this innovation must become India’s 
invaluable contribution to the histo¬ 
ry of democracy’s evolution. 


Arun Maim was a member of the Planning 
Commission 


In Tamil Nadu, making 
power while the sun shines 

The State needs a fair tariff-setting process for solar power 



MARTIN SCHERFLER 


In 2012, Tamil Nadu released its Solar Energy 
Policy and introduced a net-metering me¬ 
chanism for rooftop solar panels, becoming 
the first Indian State to do so. This policy 
marked a paradigm shift as electricity con¬ 
sumers could now simultaneously become 
electricity producers. 

The net-metering arrangement allowed 
surplus solar energy exported by consumers 
to the grid to be credited in energy units 
(kWh). Consumers paid for the net-imported 
energy units (import minus export). They re¬ 
ceived monetary benefits, equivalent to the 
regular tariff, for the units exported. Con¬ 
sumers with higher electricity tariffs benefit¬ 
ed more than those with lower tariffs and 
most domestic users did not find the me¬ 
chanism financially attractive. 

The Tamil Nadu Solar Energy Policy 2019, 
announced in February this year, replaced 
net metering with a net feed-in mechanism. 
Under this, surplus solar energy exported to 
the grid will be credited at a tariff fixed by 
the Tamil Nadu Electricity Regulatory Com¬ 
mission. While for self-consumed units, con¬ 
sumers will get a monetary benefit equiva¬ 
lent to the consumer tariff, for units they 
export they will receive a feed-in tariff deter¬ 
mined by the regulator. The attractiveness of 
this net feed-in tariff will determine the suc¬ 
cess of this measure, especially at the dom¬ 
estic-consumer level. 

Capacity targets not met 

The 2012 policy set a solar energy capacity 
target of 3,000 MW to be achieved by 2015. 
Nearly four years later, in January 2019, 
about 81% of this target had been met, the 
majority of it having been installed by com¬ 
mercial and industrial entities. The 2019 pol¬ 
icy has scaled the capacity target up to 9,000 
MW by 2023. About 40% of this, 3,600 MW, 
is to be met by the consumer category. 

Here, an incomprehensible provision is 
that all High Tension (HT) consumers have 
been excluded from the net feed-in facility. 
This means that educational campuses, 
commercial, industrial and institutional enti¬ 
ties and other consumers with an HT con¬ 
nection cannot make use of the facility. 

So, why has the rooftop solar model failed 
to take off in a big way in Tamil Nadu, seven 
years after the announcement of the first 


policy? This can be attributed primarily to 
the State’s electricity tariff model. 

Take the example of a domestic user with 
a monthly consumption of 350 kWh. Under 
the current slab, after accounting for the 50 
units per month provided free of cost, the 
consumer will pay a monthly electricity 
charge of H,550 - Z4.43 per kWh of electric¬ 
ity. The utility company, Tamil Nadu Genera¬ 
tion and Distribution Corporation (TANGED- 
CO), incurs an expenditure of Z8 for every 
kwh of power delivered, making a steep loss. 

Cross-subsidising low-tariff users 

To recover this extra cost, the company im¬ 
poses higher charges on commercial and in¬ 
dustrial entities. Hence, the higher-paying 
consumers end up cross-subsidising the low- 
tariff ones, creating a vicious cycle. This re¬ 
sults in the high-paying consumers either 
moving their manufacturing base to States 
with lower electricity tariffs or entering into 
power-purchase agreements with indepen¬ 
dent power producers. Hence, TANGEDCO 
loses its high-value consumers, with the re¬ 
sult that the utility’s financial losses keep 
mounting. 

To address this issue, electricity tariffs 
that allow the power distribution company 
to cover its cost of supply would be a good 
start. Subsidy, where required, can be pro¬ 
vided through a direct cash transfer to those 
in need, unlike today where the rich and 
poor consumers receive the same subsidy. 

However, apart from such tariff rationali¬ 
sation, additional elements are required to 
enable consumer-category rooftop solar 
power to thrive. First, a fair and transparent 
net feed-in tariff setting process is needed. In 
March, a formula was established to deter¬ 
mine the tariff, based on which it came to 
^2.28 per kWh for solar photovoltaic systems 
commissioned during the Financial Year 
2019-20. This is extremely low and repre¬ 
sents only about 50% of the actual cost of 
small-scale solar energy generation. With 
this tariff, the chance of the State meeting its 
consumer-category solar energy target is 
close to zero. 

Second, innovative rooftop solar pro¬ 
grammes, which include alternative financ¬ 
ing mechanisms and demand aggregation to 
reduce the capital cost of solar energy pro¬ 
duction, will have to be designed. 

Lastly, the State may do well in starting 
with a dedicated feed-in tariff for battery 
storage system. This would prepare the state 
to transition into a smart grid future of the 
21st century. 


Martin Scherfler is a co-founder ofAuroville 
Consulting , a unit of the Auroville Foundation 


Public health versus free speech 

Tobacco companies will try their best to prevent 
pictorial warnings on cigarette packages in the U.S. 


R. PR ASAD 

Ten years after U.S. Congress passed 
the Family Smoking Prevention and 
Tobacco Control Act, on August 15 
this year, the Food and Drug Admi¬ 
nistration finally issued a proposed 
rule that pictorial warnings be car¬ 
ried on cigarette packages and adver¬ 
tisements. Once this is finalised, the 
FDA will be able to specify the images 
to be used along with the written 
warning. The images 
and text will occupy the 
top 50% of the front and 
the back panels of the 
packages. At present, ci¬ 
garette packages in the 
U.S. carry only text 
warnings and only on 
one side. 

Canada was the first 
to introduce pictorial 
warnings on cigarette 
packets in 2001. By October 2018,118 
countries had implemented such 
warnings in line with the World 
Health Organisation’s Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control that 
came into force in 2005. It is an irony 
that a country that introduced writ¬ 
ten health warnings in 1966 and up¬ 
dated it in 1984 to include the Surge¬ 
on General’s warning still does not 
carry pictorial warnings on its ciga¬ 
rette packets. 

Industry resistance 

Stiff opposition from the tobacco in¬ 
dustry on the ground that graphic im¬ 
ages violate its First Amendment 
rights protecting free speech has 
been the main reason why the U.S 
has not been able to introduce them. 
Even the new proposed rule came in¬ 
to being only after the U.S. court for 
the District of Massachusetts issued 
an order in March 2019 directing the 
FDA to publish a rule by August 2019 
and a final rule in March next year. 

It is almost certain that tobacco 
companies will challenge the FDA 
rule before March 2020. In June 2011, 
the tobacco companies had success¬ 
fully challenged the introduction of 
pictorial warnings even after the FDA 
published the final rule. 

By virtue of their small size and 
placement, text warnings largely re¬ 
main invisible and fail to convey the 



harmful effects of smoking. On the 
other hand, gory pictures are very 
likely to be noticed, leave a lasting 
impression of the varied risks of 
smoking. They also convey the cen¬ 
tral message immediately and easily. 

The power of pictures 

Tobacco companies are well aware of 
the power of pictorial warnings in re¬ 
ducing tobacco consumption, urging 
users to quit smoking and preventing 
young adults from taking 
up smoking. It is for these 
reasons that the industry 
will pull out all the stops 
to prevent the introduc¬ 
tion of graphic images in 
the U.S, one of the biggest 
markets in the world (1.4 
million children between 
the ages of 12 and 17, and 
34 million adults current¬ 
ly smoke). 

A 2017 study based on modelling 
found that pictorial warnings could 
reduce the prevalence of smoking in 
the U.S by 5% by 2020 and up to 10% 
by 2065. Data from countries that in¬ 
troduced pictorial warnings show 
how powerful they can be in shaping 
public opinion and causing a sharp 
drop in tobacco consumption. For in¬ 
stance, in Canada, there was 12% re¬ 
lative reduction in smoking preva¬ 
lence in just six years after graphic 
images were made mandatory on ci¬ 
garette packages. Similarly, Australia, 
which introduced graphic images in 
2006, witnessed more than a 10% 
drop in prevalence between 2004 
and 2008. The U.K. saw a 10% rela¬ 
tive decline in 2009, just a year after 
image warnings were introduced. 
The biggest threat that pictorial 
warnings pose to tobacco companies 
is in reducing the appeal and con¬ 
sumption of tobacco. About 30% of 
young adults in 28 European coun¬ 
tries and Canada reported that 
graphic images made them less likely 
to start smoking. 

Pictorial warnings can turn the 
power of packaging on its head - far 
from brand building, packages with 
graphic images will become a mobile 
medium to spread public health mes¬ 
sages at no cost to the government. 


prasad.ravindranath@thehindu.co.in 





DATA POINT 


Currency tales 

The Indian rupee has depreciated sharply in 
the Last one month against the U.S. dollar. It 
is staring at its worst monthly loss in six years. 
While it is the worst-performing in Asia for 
August, it has done better than the currencies 
of many emerging economies, which have 
seen a downturn this month. By Sumant Sen 


Over the 
years 

The Indian 
rupee (INR) 
registered 
its lowest 
value of 
74.39 in Oc¬ 
tober 2018, 
according to 
the IMF 



Steep drop 

With a 4% de¬ 
preciation value 
in August 2019, 
the rupee might 
record its biggest 
monthly loss in 
six years. The 
previous lowest 
monthly loss was 
in August 2015 


Month 

Depreciation (Month 
to date in %) 

Aug. '19 

4.00 

Aug. '15 

3.66 

Aug. '18 

3.38 

Nov. '16 

2.72 

Apr. '18 

2.67 


Valued least 

The graph shows 
the % month-to- 
date appreciation 
and depreciation 
of major Asian 
currencies in 
August 2019. 

INR has depre¬ 
ciated the most 
followed by the 
Chinese yuan 


Dip in emerging markets 


DEPRECIATION 


APPRECIATION 


Japanese yen 
Thai baht 
Kuwaiti dinar 
Israeli new shekel 
Brunei dollar 
Singapore dollar 
Malaysian ringgit 
Philippine peso 
Korean won 
Chinese yuan 
Indian rupee 



-4.5 -2.5 0 1.5 3.5 


The currencies of most emerging markets across the globe have weakened in August after registering gains or remaining stable in 
the earlier months. Among BRICS countries, the rupee is better-off than the Brazillian real and South Africa rand. The chart shows 
the change in % month-to-date appreciation and depreciation of BRICS currencies from January 2019 
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■ All currency figures are against the U.S. dollar 

■ The values for August 2019 are upto the 27th of this month Source: IMF 






life IpaiK. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO august 29 , 1969 

Arab League calls for summit 

The 14 member-States of the Arab League 
have shelved Jordan’s proposals for an early 
summit conference for at least three 
months. The Ministers ended two days of 
talks with a comparatively short and routine 
communique which backed Saudi Arabia’s 
alternative proposal for an Islamic summit 
to discuss the burning of Jerusalem’s Al-Aksa 
mosque. Despite the fact President Nasser 
had thrown his weight behind it. King Hus¬ 
sein’s proposal for a purely Arab meeting on 
the crisis with Israel was politely shelved. It 
will be reviewed again after a meeting of the 
Joint Arab Defence Council in November. 
The 27 countries who will be invited to the 
summit are: Indonesia, Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Republic, Jordan. Syria. Leba¬ 
non, Iraq, Turkey, Iran, Afghanistan, Pakis¬ 
tan, Malay, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Sudan, 
Somalia, the South Yemen Republic, Yemen, 
Kuwait, Guinea, Senegal, Mali, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Nigeria and Cameroun. In Jerusa¬ 
lem, authorities yesterday [August 27] lifted 
restrictions on the movement of Israeli citi¬ 
zens in eastern Jerusalem imposed after last 
Thursday’s fire at Al Alcsa mosque. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO august 29 , 1919 . 

India, 1917-18. 

(From an Editorial) 

This report, prepared for presentation to 
Parliament under the requirements of a sec¬ 
tion of the Government of India Act for 1917- 
18, is before us. The officer on special duty, 
Mr. L.F. Rushbrook Williams, in connection 
with the preparation of this summary and 
analyses of the many activities of the Go¬ 
vernment and the people, has done his work 
well, and has allowed nothing of any impor¬ 
tance to escape notice in his very readable 
and comprehensive review. The opinions ex¬ 
pressed in the book are, presumably, those 
of the Government of India and some of 
those opinions the Indian press will cordial¬ 
ly endorse. Mr. Williams renders high and 
unstinted praise to India, as a whole - in¬ 
cluding the Native States - for their contri¬ 
butions in men, material and money to the 
war. With regard to the War Conference held 
at Delhi, Mr. Williams says: “The lead given 
by the English officials was heartlity fol¬ 
lowed by the English and Indian non-offi¬ 
cials”. After mentioning the particular direc¬ 
tions in which special help was rendered, 
Mr. Williams says “the moral effect of the 
war was remarkable for the great wave of 
loyalty which swept over the country when 
the war began”. 



A ND-NDE 


















































12 NEWS 


DELHI THE HINDU 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019 


FROM PAGE ONE 


Cabinet eases FDI 
rules in retail, media 


Another change the Cabinet 
has approved is that single¬ 
brand retail companies can 
now start selling online be¬ 
fore setting up a brick and 
mortar store as long as they 
set one up within two years 
of starting online sales. 

Earlier, they had to set up 
a brick and mortar store be¬ 
fore selling online. "Online 
sales will lead to creation of 
jobs in logistics, digital pay¬ 


ments, training and product 
skilling," the government 
said. Apart from single 
brand retail, the Cabinet al¬ 
so approved changes to the 
FDI rules for digital media 
and coal mining. It has de¬ 
cided to permit 26% FDI, 
with government approval, 
for uploading and streaming 
news and current affairs us¬ 
ing digital media, on the 
lines of print media. 


Malik promises 50,000 
govt, jobs in J&K, Ladakh 


Referring to the detention of 
around 179 mainstream 
leaders in J&K, Mr. Malik 
said, “The more politicians 
spend time in jail, the more 
political dividends they are 
likely to accrue. I have gone 
to jail 30 times. Those who 
will go to jail, will become 
leaders. Let them be there. 
,” he said. 

“I have gone to jail 30 
times. Whoever goes to jail 
will come out shining as a 
future leader, they can take 
political benefit of deten¬ 
tions in future...” Mr. Malik 
said on being asked when 
the political leaders will be 
released. Senior main¬ 
stream leaders, including 
former chief minister Omar 
Abdullah, Dr. Farooq Abdul¬ 
lah and Mehbooba Mufti 
have been under detention 
since August 5. 


On the suspension of In¬ 
ternet, Mr. Malik said Inter¬ 
net was the “most danger¬ 
ous instrument”. “Internet 
is little bit useful for us but 
more useful for terrorists. It 
is also used to mobilise and 
for indoctrination. This is 
kind of a weapon against us 
that is why we have stopped 
it and we will restore it gra¬ 
dually.” 

J&K DGP Dilbagh Singh 
admitted that youth had 
been arrested in the Valley 
since August 5, adding that 
“arrests and release” were a 
dynamic process. 

“Young men are de¬ 
tained, counselled and re¬ 
leased also. It’s not a very 
huge number that should 
concern you,” Mr. Singh said 
when ask for details on the 
number of youth arrested so 
far. 


5-judge Bench to hear 
petitions on Article 370 


The CJI sought a response 
from the government within 
the next seven days. 

In the past two hearings 
on pleas filed by Anuradha 
Bhasin and others, the court 
had adopted a wait-and- 
watch approach, expecting 
the situation to clear up 
enough for restoratiom of 
communications in the 
Valley. 

The three-judge Bench 
had assembled for a special 
session to examine the do¬ 
zen writ petitions dealing 
with the various issues trig¬ 
gered by the withdrawal of 
Article 370 and splitting of 
the State of Jammu and 
Kashmir into two Union Ter¬ 
ritories. 

The Chief Justice said it 
had been difficult to juggle 


court schedule as Ayodhya 
appeals were being continu¬ 
ously heard by a Constitu¬ 
tion Bench led by him. 

The various petitions in¬ 
clude ones by advocate M.L. 
Sharma and the National 
Conference party, which 
had challenged the Centre’s 
“unilateral” move to impose 
curfew and unravel the un¬ 
ique federal structure of In¬ 
dia by dividing Jammu and 
Kashmir “without taking 
consent from the people” to 
a plea by Mohammed Aleem 
Sayed, a young lawyer who 
is worried about his aged 
parents in the Valley to the 
likes of Ms. Bhasin, an editor 
with Kashmir Times, who is 
fighting to free the Press 
from the choke-hold of the 
authorities. 


Age of third-degree 
torture over: Amit Shah 


“It should use forensic 
science to get irrefutable 
evidence against the suspect 
that would lead to convic¬ 
tion in court,” he said. 

The BPRD should work 
on a proposal to amend va¬ 
rious sections of the Indian 
Penal Code and the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) 
after seeking suggestions 
from the people. “If a Class 
XII student wants to join 
police force, he should be 
properly guided and arran¬ 


gements should be made. 
The BPRD has submitted a 
proposal for this and it will 
be placed before the Union 
Cabinet soon,” he said. 

Mr. Shah said that in the 
British era, the police were 
raised to protect their inter¬ 
ests, but now the duty of the 
police was “protection of 
the people.” 

Since Independence, 
more than 34,000 police¬ 
men had lost their lives in 
the line of duty. 


Yechury to visit Valley 


He wanted to know about 
the welfare and wherea¬ 
bouts of his party colleague, 
but had been refused entry 
into the State. 

“What can happen to him 
[Mr. Tarigami]? He is provid¬ 
ed Z category security,” Sol¬ 
icitor General Tushar Mehta 
objected to Mr. Yechury’s 
plea. 

“Whether he has Z or Z 


Plus category, if a citizen 
wants to go and meet him, 
you have to let him,” Chief 
Justice Gogoi, heading the 
Bench, told Mr. Mehta. 

Mr. Mehta said the go¬ 
vernment would make ar¬ 
rangements to escort Mr. Ye¬ 
chury. “You don’t escort, he 
[Mr. Yechury] will go on his 
own,” the Chief Justice 
retorted. 


BSP names candidates 
for U.P. by-elections 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LUCKNOW 

The Bahujan Samaj Party on 
Wednesday announced its 
candidates for 12 of the 13 
U.P. Assembly seats where 
by-elections are to be held. 

They are: Naushad Ali 
(Hamirpur), Zubair Masood 
Khan (Rampur Sadar), Ab- 
hay Kumar (Iglas), Ramesh 



Chandra (Balha), Sunil Ku¬ 
mar Chittaurh (Tundla), 
Arun Dwivedi (Lucknow 
Cantt), Devi Prasad Tiwari 
(Govind Nagar), Rajnarain 
(Manikpur), Ranjit Singh Pa¬ 
tel (Pratapgarh Sadar), Akhi- 
lesh Kumar Ambedkar (Jaid- 
pur), Rakesh Pandey 
(Jalalpur) and Abdul Quay- 
urn (Ghosi). 



A stupid man cannot launder money, ED tells SC 


Agency defends its push to arrest former Union Finance Minister P. Chidambaram in the INX Media case 
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If I rob a bank - this is only 
^ * an example for the benefit 

■ of Your Lordships’ 

understanding - of ?2,000 
5® j crore... I have to park the money 
C jijk somewhere. So I launder the 
lpJ?> proceeds of the crime... Money 
laundering is never thought of in 
the heat of the moment... It has 
EV to be cleverly crafted 


TUSHAR MEHTA, SOLICITOR GENERAL, FOR 
ENFORCEMENT DIRECTORATE 


KRISH NADAS RAJAGOPAL 

NEW DELHI 

“A stupid man cannot laun¬ 
der [money],” the Enforce¬ 
ment Directorate (ED) told 
the Supreme Court, defend¬ 
ing its push to arrest former 
Union Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram in the INX Me¬ 
dia case. 

The ED is investigating the 
money laundering angle in 
the case. 

Solicitor-General Tushar 
Mehta, for the ED, told the 
court that a “stupid man can¬ 
not launder” because the 
crime requires “layers and 
layers of concealment” de¬ 
vised by a crafty brain. 

Mr. Mehta then explained 
the “basics” of money laun¬ 
dering to a Bench of Justices 
R. Banumathi and A.S. 
Bopanna. 

“If I rob a bank - this is 
only an example for the be¬ 
nefit of Your Lordships' un¬ 
derstanding - of ?2,000 


crore, I have to park the mo¬ 
ney somewhere. So I launder 
the proceeds of the crime... 
Money laundering is never 
thought of in the heat of the 
moment... It has to be clever¬ 
ly crafted,” he said. 

It was usually difficult to 
trace the money trail. Tran¬ 
sactions were digital and glo¬ 
bal. “It is not like rape where 
forensics can collect blood 
stains,” he said. 

India, he said, was part of 
an international community 
which has vowed to wipe out 
the global phenomenon of 
money laundering. The 
crime had affected the inte¬ 
grity and economy of 
nations. 

‘It is prevention’ 

Mr. Chidambaram’s lawyers 
have described the arrest as 
a deliberate attempt to humi¬ 
liate the senior Congress 
leader. “They say it was hu¬ 
miliation, humiliation, humi¬ 


liation. We say it is preven¬ 
tion, prevention, 

prevention,” Mr. Mehta said. 

Money laundering was an 
independent crime and the 
offenders faced extradition. 
The question of custodial in¬ 
terrogation should be left to 
the special court to decide, 
he noted. 

The probe agencies have 
based their case against Mr. 
Chidambaram on cogent evi¬ 
dence and not on fabricated 
records, as contended by the 


other side, he said. “We have 
received material, like re¬ 
cords from banks all over the 
world... We have been given 
specific inputs like house 
numbers, companies which 
own them, etc,” he said. 

Mr. Mehta submitted that 
a statutory procedure was 
followed before seeking ar¬ 
rest. Firstly, only a Director 
(of the ED) can make an ar¬ 
rest, that too, after recording 
the reasons for the arrest in 
writing. Any material collect¬ 


ed as evidence in the course 
of investigation was sent to a 
neutral adjudicatory author¬ 
ity. The material was kept en¬ 
closed in doubly sealed enve¬ 
lopes and not opened. “It is 
too sensitive... Copies of evi¬ 
dence cannot be shared with 
accused before chargesheet 
is filed," he contended. 

Sibal’s intervention 

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, 
for Mr. Chidambaram, inter¬ 
vened to say he never argued 
for getting any copies of the 
evidence. 

He argued only on the li¬ 
mited point that the ED 
should have confronted Mr. 
Chidambaram first with the 
evidence before using them 
in a sealed cover in the Delhi 
High Court to deny him anti¬ 
cipatory bail on August 20. 

Mr. Sibal said this way the 
High Court could have had 
the benefit of both the evi¬ 
dence as well as Mr. Chidam¬ 


baram’s reactions to them 
before deciding the question 
of anticipatory bail. 

Mr. Sibal argued that Mr. 
Chidambaram was denied 
bail solely on the basis of 
sealed documents handed 
over to the Delhi High Court 
judge. 

“He [Mr. Mehta] has got it 
wrong. I never said I wanted 
copies of the evidence. I only 
said the accused should have 
been confronted with the 
evidence first. Only such evi¬ 
dence should have been 
shown to the High Court to 
deny him anticipatory bail,” 
Mr. Sibal protested. 

While both lawyers 
clashed over what was ac¬ 
tually argued, Justice Banu¬ 
mathi drew on her past expe¬ 
rience as trial judge to 
consult her handwritten 
notes of the arguments made 
in the past two days. Her 
notes agreed with Mr. Sibal's 
version. 


Guide to check names in NRC list 



A woman waiting outside an NRC centre for verification in 
Morigaon district of Assam. ■ ritu raj konwar 


SC gets notice on 
Kureshi’s elevation 

Collegium to examine it and take a call 


Justice AkiL Kureshi 


Links on NRC 
website from 
August 31 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

The office of the State Coor¬ 
dinator for the National Re¬ 
gister of Citizens (NRC) in As¬ 
sam on Wednesday 
published a guide for check¬ 
ing one’s name in the final 
list to be published on Au¬ 
gust 31. 

The links will be available 
on www.nrcassam.nic.in 
from August 31, titled “Sup¬ 
plementary list of inclu¬ 
sions/exclusions status (final 
NRC) status”. 

People who could view 
the results would be those 
who had submitted a claim 
after not being included in 
the complete draft pu¬ 
blished on July 30, 2018, or 
excluded via the additional 
draft exclusions list pu¬ 
blished on June 26 this year, 
or had any objection filed 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

One of the Assam-based or¬ 
ganisations that has been 
pursuing cases related to the 
National Register of Citizens 
(NRC) has said that the NRC 
cannot protect the indige¬ 
nous people of the State if 
1971 remains the base year 
for identifying foreigners. 

The Assam Sanmilita Ma- 
hasangha (ASM), an umbrel¬ 
la organisation of several in¬ 
digenous groups, said that a 


against their inclusion, the 
NRC authority said. 

Such people could see 
their status in the supple¬ 
mentary list of inclusion by 
visiting their designated NSK 
(NRC Seva Kendra) or office 
of the circle officers or depu¬ 
ty commissioners. 

People, the guide said, 
could also check their status 
online by typing their Appli¬ 
cation Receipt Numbers or 
ARNs. 


final NRC would not be pos¬ 
sible until the Constitution 
Bench of the Supreme Court 
gives a verdict on its petition. 
The petition was submitted 
in December 2014. 

The ASM had challenged 
the Constitutional validity of 
the midnight of March 24, 
1971, as the cut-off date for 
detecting and deporting fo¬ 
reigners. This date was 
agreed upon while signing 
the Assam Accord in August 
1985 to end a six-year violent 


“Those who were includ¬ 
ed in the complete draft and 
not excluded by the addi¬ 
tional draft exclusions but 
were called for hearings 
from July 5, 2019, onwards 
can also check their status by 
visiting their designated 
NSKs and government offic¬ 
es,” an NRC official said. 

“People who were not 
called for any hearings held 
from July 5, 2019, onwards 
need not worry about their 


agitation against foreigners 
in the State. 

The ASM had demanded 
1951 as the cut-off year for 
determining citizenship as in 
other parts of India. 

“The NRC to be released 
on August 31 cannot be the fi¬ 
nal one until the Constitu¬ 
tion Bench gives its verdict 
on our petitions. The base 
year of 1971 will not protect 
the rights of indigenous peo¬ 
ple because many migrants 
from erstwhile East Pakistan 


inclusion status. They conti¬ 
nue to be included in the fi¬ 
nal NRC,” he said. 

Assam published the first 
NRC in 1951. Alleged large- 
scale illegal immigration 
from East Pakistan (1947- 
1971) and Bangladesh since 
1971 led to the anti-foreign¬ 
ers’ agitation in 1979 and the 
signing of the Assam Accord 
that sought the updating of 
the 1951 register. 

The Central government 
took the first formal decision 
to update the NRC in 1999 
and a resolution to under¬ 
take the exercise was adopt¬ 
ed in 2005 in the presence of 
former Prime Minister Man- 
mohan Singh. But the push 
came after NGO Assam Pu¬ 
blic Works filed a case in the 
Supreme Court in 2009, 
claiming that 41 lakh foreign¬ 
ers were included in the 
State’s electoral rolls and 
sought an updated NRC. A 
pilot project was launched 
the next year in Barpeta in 
western Assam and Chhay- 
gaon near Guwahati. 


and later Bangladesh en¬ 
tered Assam from 1951 on¬ 
ward,” ASM’s working presi¬ 
dent Motiur Rahman said. 

More than 80 organisa¬ 
tions batting for indigenous 
communities had demanded 
1951 as the base year for 
identifying foreigners. These 
organisations included the 
National Democratic Front 
of Bodoland (Progressive), 
Indigenous Tribal People’s 
Front and Sonowal Kachari 
Jatiya Parishad. 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court record¬ 
ed in a judicial order on 
Wednesday that the Chief 
Justice of India has received 
a communication from the 
government in response to 
the apex court Collegium's 
recommendation to appoint 
Justice Akil Kureshi as chief 
justice of Madhya Pradesh 
High Court. 

It is learnt from govern¬ 
ment sources that the file 
has been returned. In its 
short order, the apex court 
Bench comprising Chief 
ajustice Ranjan Gogoi, Jus¬ 
tices S.A. Bobde and S. Ab¬ 
dul Nazeer recorded that “a 
communication has been 
received by the office of the 
Chief Justice of India, on the 
administrative side, from 
the Department of Justice. 
The same will be put up be¬ 
fore the Collegium in due 
course”. 

The Bench further re¬ 
corded that the petition 
filed by the Gujarat High 
Court Advocates Associa¬ 
tion would be listed “once 
the decision of the Collegi¬ 
um is taken on the basis of 
the response/communica¬ 
tion of the Department of 
Justice”. 

In an earlier hearing, se¬ 
nior advocate Fali Nariman, 
representing the associa¬ 
tion, criticised the “unex¬ 
plained” delay by the go¬ 
vernment in taking a call on 
Justice Kureshi. He said the 
government should act as a 
“distinguished communica¬ 
tor” and not resort to what 
seemed “deliberate inac¬ 
tion” over a recommenda¬ 


tion made by the Collegium 
as way back as May 10. It 
should clarify whether it 
had even sought a feedback 
from the Madhya Pradesh 
government. 

The association alleged 
that Justice Kureshi’s eleva¬ 
tion was singled out for un¬ 
certainty, while those of 
other judges, who were re¬ 
commended along with 
him, had sailed through. 

“The deliberate inaction 
of the respondent [Centre] 
in not appointing Mr. Justice 
Akil Kureshi as the Chief Jus¬ 
tice of the Madhya Pradesh 
High Court impinges and di¬ 
minishes the primacy of the 
judiciary in the matters of 
appointment and transfer of 
judges to High Court and Su¬ 
preme Court,” the petition 
filed by the association 
through its president and 
senior advocate Yatin Oza 
submitted. 

It said the May 10 recom¬ 
mendation was made by the 
Collegium in accordance 
with the law laid down in 
the Second Judges Case and 
Memorandum of Procedure 
for judicial appointments 
and transfers. It said the “re¬ 
commendation is rendered 
moot by the arbitrary inac¬ 
tion by the respondent.” 


‘NRC cannot protect indigenous people’ 

Various NGOs are against the 1971 base year for identifying foreigners in Assam 


Payment issues 
on S-400 deal 
resolved 


A code of conduct 
for legislatures soon 

The aim is to check interruptions 


Babur may not have built 
Babri Masjid, SC told 

‘In fact, he may not have even visited Ayodhya’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

“A common code of conduct 
will be framed for legislative 
bodies to check interrup¬ 
tions and for this a commit¬ 
tee of presiding officers will 
be formed, which, after due 
consultations with the 
Speakers of Legislative As¬ 
semblies and Chairmen of 
Legislative Councils, will 
present its report later this 
year,” Lok Sabha Speaker 
Om Birla said here on 
Wednesday. 

He released this state¬ 
ment after presiding over 
the meetings of the execu¬ 
tive committee of the Com¬ 
monwealth Parliamentary 
Association (CPA) India Re¬ 
gion and Presiding Officers 
of Legislative Bodies in India 
held in Parliament House 
Annexe earlier in the day. 

The Speaker said the pre¬ 
siding officers were of the 
unanimous view that Parlia¬ 
ment and State legislatures, 
the representative institu¬ 
tions, were accountable to 



Om BirLa 


the people and matters con¬ 
cerning different regions 
need to be constructively 
discussed and debated. 

“There was a consensus 
among the presiding offic¬ 
ers to increase the number 
of sittings of the State Legis¬ 
latures and also to increase 
the productivity of legisla¬ 
tive work. It was also felt 
that there is a need to have 
extensive and healthy de¬ 
bates in the Legislatures for 
passing the laws and the 
House needs to function 
without any interruptions,” 
the Speaker said. 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Constitution Bench led 
by Chief Justice of India Ran¬ 
jan Gogoi was told on Wed¬ 
nesday that the first Mughal 
Emperor, Babur, may not 
have built the ‘Babri Masjid’ 
structure in Ayodhya. 

In fact, the court was told 
by senior advocate P.N. Mis- 
hra, who appears for the 
Ram Janmabhoomi Puna- 
ruddhar Samiti, that Babur 
may not have even visited 
Ayodhya. 

Mr. Mishra referred to 
three works - Ain-i-Akbari 
written by court historian 
Abu'l Fazl; Humayun nama ; 
and Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri or 
Memoirs of Jahangir - to ar¬ 
gue his claim. He said none 
of them mentioned that Ba¬ 
bur had built the disputed 
structure. 

They said a work by Ita¬ 
lian Niccolao Manucci, who 
is believed to have been a 
commander of Emperor Au- 



rangazeb, also does not con¬ 
tain any reference to the dis¬ 
puted structure. Manucci 
did not include hearsay in 
his work. He noted only inci¬ 
dents he had seen or expe¬ 
rienced himself. 

There was no reference 
also to Mir Baqi, a nobleman 
Muslims believe constructed 
the disputed structure for 
Babur. 

Mr. Mishra said there 
might have been some de¬ 
molition of a structure, 
probably a temple in the dis¬ 
puted area, during the pe¬ 
riod of Aurangazeb. He ar¬ 


gued that the claim by Sunni 
Waqf Board that the disput¬ 
ed structure was built in the 
16th century was without 
merit. 

The structure had none of 
the features of a mosque. He 
said Hindus, from time im¬ 
memorial, have believed 
and worshipped Ramjan- 
mabhoomi as the birth place 
of Lord Ram. Lawyers for 
the Ayodhya deity. Ram Lal- 
la Virajman, have also been 
contending that the disput¬ 
ed Ramjanmabhoomi is it¬ 
self a deity and could not 
have been partitioned. 

Senior advocate C.S. Vai- 
dynathan, for the deity, had 
contended that if there was 
once a temple on the Ram¬ 
janmabhoomi and people 
were worshipping there as 
the Lord’s birthplace, then 
nobody could possibly claim 
ownership by adverse pos¬ 
session. He had said on Wed¬ 
nesday that the Ayodhya dei¬ 
ty was a perpetual minor. 


DINA KAR PERI 

MOSCOW 

All payment issues bet¬ 
ween India and Russia with 
regard to the S-400 deal 
have been resolved very 
successfully, senior Rus¬ 
sian officials said at the on¬ 
going MAKS air show in 
Russia. 

“There were initial diffi¬ 
culties due to banking res¬ 
trictions. But we talked on 
Government-to-Govern- 
ment level... It is no more 
an issue. In certain cases 
they use Ruble, in certain 
cases they use Rupee. In 
certain cases a different 
currency,” said Viktor Kla¬ 
dov, head of international 
cooperation, Rostec 
Corporation. 

Speaking separately, 
Dmitry Shugaev, DG, Fed¬ 
eral Service of Military- 
Technical Cooperation of 
Russia, said that all issues 
arising over advance pay¬ 
ments “have been settled”. 

(The writer is at the 
MAKS 2019 air show on the 
invitation of the Russian 
Government ) 


• • 


A ND-NDE 




















THE HINDU DELHI 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29, 2019 


NEWS 13 


BJP, Congress spar over Pale, letter to UN on J&K 

Islamabad’s Minister quotes Rahul Gandhi, Javadekar says Congress leader now has made a complete U-turn 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A letter from the Pakistan go¬ 
vernment to the United Na¬ 
tions, quoting remarks by 
Opposition leader Rahul 
Gandhi on Kashmir, has 
sparked a war of words bet¬ 
ween the Congress and the 
BJP. While the BJP has said 
Mr. Gandhi had “insulted” 
the country and sought an 
apology from him, the Con¬ 
gress accused the BJP of “do¬ 
ing cheap politics”. 

Pakistan’s Federal Minis¬ 
ter for Human Rights Shireen 
Mazari, in a letter on the 
withdrawal of Articles 35A 
and 370 in Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, addressed to multiple 
UN officials, quoted Mr. 
Gandhi as saying that people 
were “dying” in Jammu and 
Kashmir. The letter men¬ 
tions Haryana Chief Minister 


M.L. Khattar’s comments 
that revoking Article 35A will 
allow men from the rest of 
India to marry Kashmiri wo¬ 
men. 

In response to Ms. Maza- 
ri’s letter, Mr. Gandhi took to 
Twitter to hit out at Pakistan 
for instigating and support¬ 
ing violence in Jammu and 
Kashmir, and backed the Go¬ 
vernment of India’s position 
that withdrawal of special 
status of J&K under Article 
370 was an internal issue. 

“I disagree with this go¬ 
vernment on many issues. 
But, let me make this abso¬ 
lutely clear: Kashmir is In¬ 
dia’s internal issue and there 
is no room for Pakistan or 
any other foreign country to 
interfere in it,” Mr. Gandhi 
said on Twitter. 

“There is violence in Jam¬ 
mu & Kashmir. There is vio- 


0 1 disagree with this gov¬ 
ernment on many issues. 
But, let me make this abso¬ 
lutely clear: Kashmir is India’s 
internal issue and there is no 
room for Pakistan or any other 
foreign country to 
interfere in it 



lence because it is instigated 
and supported by Pakistan 
which is known to be the 
prime supporter of terro¬ 
rism across the world,” he 
said. 

Minister’s dig 

Union Minister of Informa¬ 
tion and Broadcasting Pra- 
kash Javadekar, addressing a 
press conference in the BJP 
headquarters in Delhi, said 


Mr. Gandhi had made a U- 
turn on his stand on Kash¬ 
mir. “He [Mr. Gandhi] has 
made a complete U-turn not 
due to his own will but due 
to circumstances and public 
pressure,” the Minister said. 

The Congress leader's alle¬ 
gations about violence in 
Kashmir were wrong, he 
said, adding that it was made 
due to that party’s “vote 
bank” politics. 


Taking a dig, Mr. Javade¬ 
kar asked if Mr. Gandhi’s 
mindset had changed due to 
a change in his constituency. 
The Congress leader repre¬ 
sents Wayanad, a minority- 
dominated seat, in the Lok 
Sabha. Questioned further 
about his remarks, Mr. Java¬ 
dekar said those were not 
about the constituency but it 
was representative. 

Mr. Javadekar did not res¬ 
pond to the Pakistani peti¬ 
tion quoting the Haryana 
Chief Minister and another 
BJP MLA for remarks on 
“Kashmiri women”. 

The Congress slammed 
Mr. Javadekar’s statement. 
Congress chief spokesperson 
Randeep Surjewala said the 
Minister had lost his “politi¬ 
cal balance”. “It is tragic that 
Mr. Javadekar is twisting a 
statement made by Mr. 


Gandhi which reflected that 
Indian National Congress 
and all other parties are unit¬ 
ed. We are in unison to take 
on the fake and false propa¬ 
ganda of Pakistan vis-a-vis 
the State of Jammu & Kash¬ 
mir,” Mr. Surjewala said. 

The Congress did not 
comment on the reference to 
Mr. Khattar’s comments in 
Ms. Mazari’s letter. Manish 
Tewari, MP, said that taking 
cognisance of the letter was 
essentially conceding that 
Kashmir was a multilateral 
and not a bilateral issue. “It’s 
imbecile and childish on the 
part of the BJP to shoot from 
Shireen Mazari’s shoulders 
because they don’t realise 
the implications of their act. 
It only plays into a Pakistani 
game plan to international¬ 
ise a strictly bilateral issue,” 
Mr. Tewari told The Hindu. 


Never supported J&K 
blockade: PCI Chairman 

‘Willing to resign if proved wrong’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Chairman of the Press 
Council of India, Chandra- 
mauli Kumar Prasad, said 
on Wednesday that he did 
not support the communi¬ 
cation blockade in Kashmir 
in the intervention petition 
of the Council in the Su¬ 
preme Court. 

In a letter addressed to 
the Chairman of The Hindu 
Group Publishing Private 
Ltd., N. Ram, he said a plain 
reading of the intervention 
application showed that he 
had “not supported the 
communication blockade”, 
and he would be willing to 
resign if he was proved 
wrong. 

Last week, the PCI sought 
to intervene in the petition 
filed by Kashmir Times ex¬ 


ecutive editor Anuradha 
Bhasin, who challenged the 
restrictions imposed on 
communications in the 
State since August 5 when 
the government revoked the 
State’s special constitutional 
status. 

Mr. Prasad, in his letter, a 
copy of which was released 
to reporters, said the very 
premise on which Mr. Ram’s 
comments at a meeting on 
Tuesday were made was a 
“blatant lie”. Mr. Ram, he 
said, was “greatly swayed by 
distorted media reports”. 

Mr. Prasad wrote: “In 
case you agree that there is 
something called national 
interest, my anxiety is to 
know what should prevail 
when there is head-on colli¬ 
sion between individual 
right and national interest.” 


36 suffered pellet 
injuries: official 

Governor says pellet guns were used 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

As many as 36 persons have 
received pellet injuries in 
the Kashmir Valley since Au¬ 
gust 5, a senior government 
official told The Hindu. The 
official said the numbers 
were based on records avail¬ 
able with authorities of hos¬ 
pitals in Srinagar. The data 
from other districts were 
not available. 

On Wednesday, Jammu 
and Kashmir Governor Sa- 
tyapal Malik admitted that 
pellet guns were used by se¬ 
curity personnel during 
protests but they took ut¬ 
most precaution to prevent 
injuries. 

“It’s our achievement 
that there has been no civi¬ 
lian casualty so far. There 
were allegations that we are 
concealing the number of 
deaths, but on the contrary, 
we are sharing information 
even on pellet injuries. Bar¬ 
ring one case, all pellet inju¬ 
ries were below the waist. 
Only one person was hit in 
the neck, [and] he is also 
fine and out of danger now,” 
Mr. Malik said in Srinagar. 

Severe restrictions, in¬ 
cluding a communication 
blockade, has been imposed 
in the Valley since August 5 
when Home Minister Amit 
Shah moved two Bills in the 
Rajya Sabha to read down 
Article 370, which granted 
special status to J&K, and bi¬ 
furcate the State into Union 
Territories. 

Of the 36 persons who re- 


Congress to 
blame for J&K 
row: Mayawati 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

Former Prime Minister Ja- 
waharlal Nehru and the 
Congress alone are the 
“root cause” of the Jammu 
and Kashmir “problem”, 
Bahujan Samaj Party chief 
Mayawati said on Wednes¬ 
day as she launched a fresh 
attack on the Opposition 
party for its stance follow¬ 
ing the suspension of the 
special status of J&K. 

“...Had the Congress 
Party completed the work 
of ending Article 370 dur¬ 
ing the long period of its 
rule, today the conditions 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
would have been better 
and the BJP would not have 
got an opportunity to play 
politics under its pretext,” 
Ms. Mayawati said. 

Ms. Mayawati blamed 
the Congress and other Op¬ 
position parties for visiting 
Kashmir recently and giv¬ 
ing the BJP and the J&K Go¬ 
vernor an opportunity to 
“play politics”. 

She was addressing a 
meeting of the BSP’s cen¬ 
tral executive committee 
and all-India State office¬ 
bearers in which she was 
“unanimously” re-elected 
the national president of 
the party. 



Barring one case, 
all pellet injuries 
were below the 
waist 

SATYAPAL MALIK 
J&K Governor 

ceived pellet injuries, eight 
were reported in the first 
week of the clampdown, the 
official said. More than 200 
incidents of stone throwing 
have been reported during 
the period. “No one has 
been blinded. Except four, 
all pellet injuries are below 
the waist,” the official said. 

In 2016, after Hizbul Mu¬ 
jahideen “commander” Bur- 
han Wani was killed in an 
encounter with the security 
forces, over 70 civilians 
were killed in a spate of vio¬ 
lence and protests in the 
Kashmir Valley. By 2016 re¬ 
cords, from July 8 to Sep¬ 
tember 6, as many as 7,550 
civilians were injured, of 
which 127 were admitted to 
hospitals. 

The security personnel 
had come under attack for 
the use of pellet guns, that 
by official records, had 
blinded or partially blinded 
30 people the same year. 


Poor attendance in Srinagar 
high schools on Day One 

Parents wary in the absence of transport, communications 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The J&K government’s bid to 
reopen high schools on 
Wednesday for the first time 
in 24 days failed to bring in 
many students, as parents 
remained wary of sending 
their wards in the absence of 
public transport and com¬ 
munication links. 

Burnhall, Delhi Public 
School, Presentation Con¬ 
vent, Tyndale Biscoe and 
other private schools wore a 
deserted look in the morn¬ 
ing, despite the government 
announcement to reopen 
classes up to Class 10. The 
staff were present, but the 
school buses failed to pick 
up students. 

“It’s very risky to send my 
son to school. Who will gua¬ 
rantee his safety? Who will 
drop him back,” asked T.A. 
Rather, father of a DPS 
student. 

The government-run high 
schools, opened in areas in 
the limits of 81 of the 111 pol¬ 
ice stations where restric¬ 
tions were lifted, also regis- 



No takers: Shikaras idling on the Dal Lake. ■ nissar ahmad 


tered very thin attendance, 
an official said. 

The government started 
reopening schools on Au¬ 
gust 19, but attendance, ac¬ 
cording to officials, remains 
“very thin” due to unease on 
the streets and sporadic 
stone throwing. 

Governor Satyapal Malik 
said the attendance was 
“picking up slowly”. 

He said it would further 
improve after communica¬ 
tions lines are restored in 
more areas. “All phone lines 
will start working in Kupwa- 
ra and Handwara too. A total 
of 46 of the 95 exchanges are 
functional,” Mr. Malik said. 


3 TAMIL NADU GENERATION AND DISTRIBUTION CORPORATION LTD, 

DUE DATE EXTENSION NOTICE 

The tender notice pertaining to the Specification No. Coal 58 
dated 18.07.2019 published in The New Indian Express (All) and 
The Hindu (All) dated 24.07.2019, 09.08.2019 and 21.08.2019 for 
the procurement of coal with due date of submission/opening at 
14.00 Hrs/15.30 Hrs on 28.08.2019 is extended upto 14.00 Hrs/15.30 Hrs 
on 06.09.2019. All other terms and conditions remain unaltered. 

CHIEF ENGINEER/MECH/COAL 
Viewing and Downloading of documents : www.tangedco.gov.in. 
www.tantransco.gov.in,www.tenders.tn.gov.in,www.tntenders.gov.in/niceep/app 
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concerned that the Public Tender advertisements in respect of Sathish Dhawan Space Centre 
SHAR, Sriharikota will not be published in newspapers henceforth. 
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Interested tenderers can download Tender documents from ISRO website www.isro.qov.in : ISRO e- 
procurement website https://eprocure.isro.qov.in and SDSC SHAR, Sriharikota website 
www.shar.qov.in . Also, details of the tenders will be published in Central Public Procurement Portal 
[CPPP] for information. 

fcw/Dt.: 28.08.2019 44 tram, ^ /Sr. HEAD, PURCHASE & STORES 


idto ® DISHA 


Vuur puiutr to grew 


ODISHA INDUSTRIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

(A Government of Odisha Undertaking) 

NEW OPPORTUNITIES IDCO Towers, Janpath, Bhubaneswar ■ 751022 


No. IDCO/HO-MIS/A-10013/01/2019/V-1 /P-2/14700 


Date: 27.08.2019 


CORRIGENDUM TO TENDER CALL NOTICE NO. 14359 DATED 19.08.2019 
FOR SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, COMMISSIONING, INCLUDING WARRANTY 
FOR RHEL & RHOSP LICENSES AND SERVER FOR INSTALLATION OF 
NMS (EMS SYSTEM) IN IDCO 


In partial modification to the Tender Call Notice no. 14359 dated 19.08.2019 for Supply, 
Installation, Commissioning including warranty of RHEL & RHOSP Licenses and Server for 
Installation of NMS (EMS System) in IDCO, the EMD amount as mentioned in the Tender Call 
Notice No. 14359 dated 19.08.2019 may be read as Rs. 64,000/- (Rupees Sixty Four Thousand) 
instead of Rs. 6,400/- (Rupees Six Thousand Four Hundred). The revised date is as follows. 


SI.NO. 


Information 


The Tender Documents will be available in IDCO 
Website (www.idco.in). 


Last date (deadline) for submission of bids. 


3 Date of Opening of Technical Bid and Commercial Bid. 18.09.2019 at 11.00A.M 


Details 


From 30.08.2019 to 
12.09.2019 


17.09.2019 at 5.00 P.M. 


All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged 


Sd/- 

Manager (MIS) 


Gulmarg on 
high alert 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR 

Gulmarg in Baramulla dis¬ 
trict has been put on high 
alert after infiltration bids 
in the past one week, and 
attempts to attack the for¬ 
ward posts by the Pakistan 
Army, according to officials 
here. 

Sources said the Ustad 
and Gulab posts faced 
threats from armed men 
who sneaked 2 km into this 
side of Kashmir. 


Delhi HC to hear plea 
against Faesal’s detention 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought the 
Centre’s response on form¬ 
er IAS official Shah Faesal’s 
petition for a copy of the 
look-out circular against 
him. A Bench of Justice Man- 
mohan and Justice Sangeeta 
Dhingra Sehgal has listed 
the case for hearing on Sep¬ 
tember 3 along with a ha¬ 
beas corpus petition filed on 
behalf of Mr. Faesal. 


Central government 
standing counsel Vikas Ma- 
hajan sought time to res¬ 
pond to Mr. Faesal’s plea for 
seeking a copy of the 
circular. 

The Jammu and Kashmir 
government had informed 
the High Court that Mr. Fae¬ 
sal was put under detention 
as per the order of an execu¬ 
tive magistrate in Budgam 
after he created an “unruly 
atmosphere at the (Srina¬ 
gar) airport”. 


Moscow won’t mediate 
on Kashmir: envoy 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Moscow follows a policy of 
non-interference in domes¬ 
tic affairs of countries and 
will not mediate in the Kash¬ 
mir issue unless requested 
by both India and Pakistan, 
said an official of the Embas¬ 
sy of Russia here. The com¬ 
ments came at a press inte¬ 
raction where the Russian 
envoy declared the agenda 
of the upcoming Eastern 
Economic Forum where 


PTOK TAMILNADU NEWSPRINT AND PAPERS LIMITED 

(A Government of Tamil Nadu Enterprise) 
Kagithapuram - 639 136, Karur Dist. Tamil Nadu 
Phone : 04324-277001 - (10 lines) Extn: 4206 / 4295 
E-mail : pmd.civil@tnpl.co.in , www.tnpl.com 


NOTICE INVITING BID for 

"Collection, segregation and dumping of waste generated in 
TNPL Housing colony from November 2019 to October 2020" 
Due Date for submission at Kagithapuram -18/09/2019 

Interested bidders may purchase a complete set of Bid Document, 
against submission of a written application to TNPL and upon 
payment of applicable non-refundable fee of Rs.1,180/- by way of 
Demand Draft / Banker's Cheque in favour of Tamil Nadu Newsprint 
and Papers Limited, payable at Karur. Alternatively, details of the bid 
may be viewed at TNPL Govt. / TNPL website and a soft copy of the 
Bid Document can be obtained against request by e-mail. 

DIPR/2931/Tender/2019 


TNPL - Maker of bagasse based eco-friendly Paper 


THE GUJARAT CANCER & RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
(M.P. SHAH CANCER HOSPITAL) 

N.C.H.CAMPUS, ASARWA, AHMEDABAD ■ 380 016 
Affiliated to B.J.Medical College, Ahmedabad 


Phone: 079-2268 8029 


Fax:079-2268 5490 


Public Notice for Destroyal of Patient’s Physical 


Case Records of Gujarat Cancer & Research Institute 
(M.P. Shah Cancer Hospital), Ahmedabad 


Under the clinical establishment Act. 2011, The G.C.R.I. (M.P. Shah Cancer Hospital), 
Civil Hospital Campus, Asarwa, Ahmedabad-16 has decided to destroy the patient’s 
Case Records (Except Medico Legal Cases), those who were registered during January 
2008 to February 2010 and for pediatric patient who registered during January 1992 to 
December 2000. 

Patient or Patient’s relative (in Blood Relation) who want to retrieve their attested copy 
of their medical records should contact M.R.O., Medical Record Department, GCRI on 
or before 31st December 2019. After this date the request to retrieve patient’s case 
record shall not be considered. For the process of retrieval, Patient or Patient’s relative 
(in Blood Relation) must contact personally with the case registration number, Full 
name of the patient along with the proof of relation with the patient. 

No.INF/ABD/841/2019-20 DIRECTOR 


NLC India Limited 

’Navratna’ - Government of India Enterprise 
Regd. Office : First Floor, No.8, Mayor Sathyamurthy Road, 

FSD, Egmore Complex of Food Corporation of India, Chetpet, Chennai - 600 031. 
Corp. Office : Block-1, Neyveli-607 801, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu. 

CIN No.: L93090TN1956GOI003507, Website: www.nlcindia.com 


NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR SUPPLIES (e-Tender Notices SI.No.1 to 7) 



SI.No. 


Tender Ref. /Scope of supplies & Qty. Regd. 


1. UNIT: M.M. COMPLEX: GTE. ENQ/19-20/001428/MM01(05) 
Dt.22-08-2019:5 Items of Electrically Operated Hydraulic Thrusters. 

Due date of opening: 26-09-2019. 


2. GTE No: ENQ/19-20/001432/MM01 (01) Dt.22-08-2019: 
Cardon shaft. Due date of opening: I 


6 Items of 
25-09-2019. 


3. GTE.ENQ/19-20/001448/MM01 (05) Dt.23-08-2019: Input Bevel pinion 
shaft & Gear for 750KW Bucket wheel gear box. 

Due date of opening: 24-09-2019. 


4. ENQ/19-20/001466/MM02 (07) Dt.23-08-2019: Stringer Channel and 
Sleepers. Due date of opening: 24-09-2019. 


5. ENQ/19-20/001473/MM02 (08) Dt.23-08-2019: Steel Dome Bridge. 

Due date of opening: 25-09-2019. 


6. PTE No. ENQ/19-20/001498/MM01 (03) Dt. 23-08-2019: 2 items of 

H.THexagonal Bolt & 1 item of High Strength Hexagonal Head Bolt. 

Due date of opening: 24-09-2019. 


7. ENQ/19-20/001429/M Ml 9(01 )Dt.24-08-2019: Procurement of 
Second Hand Empty gunny bag (Single item). 

Due date of opening: 23-09-2019. 


FOR e-TENDER DOCUMENTS / DETAILS / CORRIGENDUM VISIT: www.nlcindia.com 


PUBLIC SECTOR IS YOURS : HELP IT TO HELP YOU 


Prime Minister Narendra- 
chief guest. 

“The events next week 
are extraordinary. Their 
meeting in Vladivostok, 
which is called the Pacific 
capital of Russia, will open a 
new chapter in the Russia- 
India special and privileged 
strategic partnership,” said 
Ambassador Nikolay Ku- 
dashev announcing that Mr. 
Modi would meet President 
Vladimir Putin during the 
September 4-5 visit. 


Nation heading 
towards 
presidential 
form: Mamata 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 


West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Wed¬ 
nesday warned that the 
country was heading to¬ 
wards a presidential form 
of government. “I want to 
tell you, especially the edu¬ 
cated class, intellectuals 
and students, we are head¬ 
ing towards a presidential 
form of government with 
one election, one leader, 
one political party and one 
emergency,” she said at the 
foundation day event of 
her party’s student wing, 
Trinamool Congress Chha- 
tra Parishad. Ms. Banerjee, 
who has been exercising 
restraint in her remarks 
against the Centre after the 
Lok Sabha poll, touched 
upon a host of current is¬ 
sues in her address. . On 
the issue of Kashmir she 
said that people there have 
been silenced using the 
“barrel of the gun”. Raising 
the issue of change of pow¬ 
er in Karnataka, she al¬ 
leged “horse-trading” and 
said that the BJP’s next tar¬ 
get was West Bengal. 




NEHRU MEMORIAL MUSEUM & LIBRARY 

TEEN MURTI HOUSE, NEW DELHI-110011 

(An autonomous body under Ministry of Culture, Govt, of India) 
Phone: 011-23014486, Email : www.nehrumemorial.nic.in 


Request for EOI for Appointment of Agency for Design 
Consultancy for conceptualization and submission of schematic 
design and layout for Museum on Prime Ministers of India 
EOI N 0 ...MOPM/EOI/DESIGN CONSULTANCY/2019 

Nehru Memorial Museum & Library (NMML) have floated the above REOI 
on 7th August, 2019. Corrigendum No. 1, dated 20/8/2019; Clarification 
dated 27/8/2019 and Corrigendum No.3, dated 28/8/2019 have been 
issued and uploaded on websites www.tenderwizard.com/NMML, 
www.nehrumemorial.nic.in,www.eprocure.gov.in. The prospective 
applicants are requested to visit the above websites. The last date for 
submission of response to REOI has been extended to 9th Sept., 2019 up 
to 11:59 PM (1ST). 


VISVESVARAYA JALA NIGAMA LIMITED 

(A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) 
Office of the Executive Engineer 

VJNL, Yettinahole Project Division, No.3 Arasikere 
Ph: 08174233111 e-mail: eeypd3ask@gmail.com 

Tender Notification No: EE/YP/VJNL/DIV-03/YGC/TN-02/2019- 
20/478 Dated: 28.08.2019 


SHORTTERM TENDER NOTIFICATION No: 02/2019- 
20dtd: 28.08.2019(TWO COVER SYSTEM) (Only 
through E-procurement system) -SECON D CALL - 


"Percentage" tenders through e-portal is invited for package 
work for"the construction of concrete road, asphalt road and 
drain in 106 villages of 20 gramapanchayathscomes under 
Belur assembly constituency (CALL-2)"by the Executive 
Engineer, VJNL, YP Division, No.3, Arasikere on behalf of 
Managing Director, Visvesvaraya Jala Nigama Ltd., Registered 
office, Bangalore from theVJNL/KNNLregistered eligible CAT- 
1 contractors/KPWD Class -I Contractors who fulfill the pre¬ 
qualification conditions as per the published bid documents 
for the works.The amount put to tender for the work is Rs. 
1781.10 Lakhs. The contractor must submit the completed bid 
documents throughe-portal only www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in. 
Intending bidder can access from 09.09.2019. Last date for 
the submission of the bid is 09.10.2019 uptol6.00 Hrs. Details 
such as Scope of work/EMD amount/Qualification of bidders/ 
Tender Conditions etc can be obtained through e-procurement. 
Pre-bid meeting is scheduled at O/o Chief Engineer, VJNL, 
Yettinahole project Zone, Tumakuru on 18.09.2019 from 
11:30AM to 12:30PM.The technical bid (Cover-1) will be opened 
onll.10.2019 at 16.30 Hrs at the office of the Superintending 
Engineer, VJNL, Yettinahole Project Circle, No.l, Tumakuru 
through e-procurement. The date of opening of Financial Bid 
will be intimated to the technical bid pre-qualified bidders. 
The authority competent to accept the tenders shall have the 
right of rejecting all or any of the tenders without assigning 
any reasons and will not be bound to accept the lowest tender. 
Corrigendum/addendum will be published in the e-portal. Any 
further information required may be obtained from the office 
of the undersigned during office hours. NOTE: Bidder must remit 
the EMD as mentioned in the eportal as per the norms. Under 
any circumstances no exemption is applicable on EMD. 

Sd/-Executive Engineer, 
VJNL, Y P Division, No.3 Arasikere 


A ND-NDE 
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U.K. Opposition condemns Boris move 

Parliament suspension a ‘smash-and-grab on democracy to force through a no-deal exit’, says Corbyn 



Strong reaction: A man wearing a mask of British Prime Minister Boris Johnson protesting 
outside Downing Street in London on Wednesday, -reuters 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

Prime Minister Boris John¬ 
son on Wednesday an¬ 
nounced the suspension of 
Parliament in the final weeks 
before Britain’s EU depar¬ 
ture date, enraging anti- 
Brexit MPs. 

Queen Elizabeth II has ap¬ 
proved the request to close 
what has been the longest 
session of Parliament in 
nearly 400 years, and reo¬ 
pen it on October 14 setting 
out Mr. Johnson's fresh legis¬ 
lative programme. 

Seemingly caught on the 
hop, incensed anti-Brexit 
MPs were left scrambling for 
a way to stop the move. 

Mr. Johnson’s announce¬ 
ment came after six Opposi¬ 
tion parties said on Tuesday 
they would first seek to legis¬ 
late to prevent leaving the EU 
without a deal when Parlia¬ 
ment returns from a summer 
recess next week. 

Jeremy Corbyn, the leader 
of the main Opposition La¬ 
bour Party, has said he wants 
to call a vote of no-confi¬ 
dence in Mr. Johnson’s go¬ 
vernment, which commands 
a majority of just one seat. 


John Bercow, the Speaker 
of Parliament’s lower House 
of Commons, described the 
closure as a “constitutional 
outrage” designed to stymie 
debate on Brexit, with Bri¬ 
tain currently on course to 
crash out without a divorce 
deal. 

An EU summit on October 
17-18 could decide whether 
Britain ends its four decades 
of membership without a 
withdrawal agreement that 
governs future trade rela¬ 
tions and citizens rights. 

Mr. Johnson said there 


would be “ample time” eith¬ 
er side of the summit for MPs 
to debate Brexit. 

He said it was “completely 
untrue” that the move was 
designed to stop MPs block¬ 
ing his Brexit strategy. 

Mr. Johnson said it was to 
“bring forward a new, bold 
and ambitious domestic le¬ 
gislative agenda for the rene¬ 
wal of our country after 
Brexit”. 

The government’s chief 
Brexit adviser David Frost 
was in Brussels for talks on 
Wednesday. 


In the seismic 2016 refe¬ 
rendum on Britain’s EU 
membership, 52% voted in 
favour of leaving the bloc, a 
result that has left parlia¬ 
ment and the country bitter¬ 
ly divided. 

Mr. Johnson insists Britain 
must leave on the October 31 
deadline - already twice-de¬ 
layed - with or without a di¬ 
vorce deal from Brussels. 

Parliament has rejected 
three times the withdrawal 
agreement struck between 
Brussels and the government 
of Mr. Johnson’s predecessor 


Theresa May. Parliament 
typically goes into recess 
again around the annual par¬ 
ty conference season, which 
kicks off on September 14 
and ends on October 2. 

‘A coup’ 

Mr. Bercow, who was not fo¬ 
rewarned about Mr. John¬ 
son’s suspension decision, 
said: “It is blindingly obvious 
that the purpose of proroga¬ 
tion now would be to stop 
Parliament debating Brexit.” 

“Shutting down Parlia¬ 
ment would be an offence 
against the democratic 
process.” 

Mr. Corbyn called it “an 
outrage” and a “smash-and- 
grab on our democracy in or¬ 
der to force through a no- 
deal exit”, while Labour’s Fi¬ 
nance spokesman John 
McDonnell branded it a 
“coup”. 

Liberal Democrat Brexit 
spokesman Tom Brake 
tweeted: “The mother of all 
parliaments will not allow 
him to shut the people’s par¬ 
liament out of the biggest de¬ 
cision facing our country. 
His declaration of war will be 
met with an iron fist.” 


Taliban and US. close to deal’ 


Facebook tightens rules 
for political ads in U.S. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KABUL 

The U.S. and the Taliban are 
“close” to reaching an agree¬ 
ment for a deal that would 
see the Pentagon slash its 
troop numbers in Afghanis¬ 
tan, a spokesman for the in¬ 
surgents said on Wednesday. 

The two foes have been 
meeting in Doha in recent 
days in a bid to put the final 
touches on a historic deal 
that would see the Taliban 
make various security gua¬ 
rantees in return for a sharp 
reduction in U.S troops 
based in Afghanistan. 


“We are close to an agree¬ 
ment. We hope to bring 
good news for our Muslim 
and freedom seeking nation 
soon,” Taliban spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid tweet¬ 
ed. The U.S. embassy in Ka¬ 
bul did not immediately 
comment. But Sediq Sediq- 
qi, a spokesman for Presi¬ 
dent Ashraf Ghani, said U.S. 
special envoy Zalmay Khalil- 
zad would come to Kabul in 
“one or two” days to brief 
the Afghan leader about the 
deal. 

A senior Taliban com¬ 
mander in Pakistan said that 


a meeting of insurgent lead¬ 
ers was under way at an un¬ 
disclosed location along the 
Afghanistan-Pakistan bor¬ 
der, where the senior figures 
were reviewing the pro¬ 
posed agreement. “All the 
Shura (consultation) mem¬ 
bers have received the draft 
and they are reading it care¬ 
fully, yet no go-ahead signal 
has been given to the Tali¬ 
ban negotiating team in Do¬ 
ha,” the Taliban official said. 
“It may take a day or two as 
Taliban leadership has to 
take all the commanders in¬ 
to confidence.” 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

Facebook said on Wednes¬ 
day it would tighten its rules 
for political ad spending 
ahead of the 2020 U.S. elec¬ 
tion, notably by requiring 
more information about 
who is paying for campaign 
messages. 

The move is the latest by 
Facebook to crack down on 
efforts to deceive or manip¬ 
ulate users after the social 
network admitted lapses in 
the 2016 election. 


While Facebook has al¬ 
ready begun requiring polit¬ 
ical advertisers to provide 
identification to confirm 
who they are and where 
they are located, the new 
policy requires more infor¬ 
mation to show they are re¬ 
gistered with the U.S. go¬ 
vernment. This new 
verification can be done by 
submitting a tax identifica¬ 
tion number or proof that 
the group is registered with 
the Federal Election 
Commission. 


‘One country, two systems’ 
and many problems 


With Hong Kong 
in disarray 
China’s policy is 
back in focus 

STAN LY JOHNY 


P rotests in Hong Kong, 
now in its 13th consec¬ 
utive week, have 
brought a decades-old poli¬ 
cy of China back into focus - 
‘One Country Two Systems’. 

The protesters, who start¬ 
ed occupying the city’s 
streets in April after the local 
government proposed an ex¬ 
tradition law, say Beijing is 
trying to violate this policy 
by infringing on Hong 
Kong’s autonomy. They 
want China to end its interfe¬ 
rence, while Beijing says it 
sticks to the principle and 
has likened the protesters to 
terrorists. 

So, what’s this One Coun¬ 
try Two Systems principle? 

Origin of policy 

To put it simply, it means 
Hong Kong and Macau Spe¬ 
cial Administrative Regions, 
both former colonies, can 
have different economic and 
political systems from that of 
mainland China, while being 
part of the People’s Republic 
of China. 

The policy was originally 
proposed by Deng Xiaoping 
shortly after he took the 
reins of the country in the 
late 1970s. Deng’s plan was 
to unify China and Taiwan 
under the One Country Two 
Systems principle. He pro¬ 
mised high autonomy to Tai¬ 
wan. China's nationalist go¬ 
vernment, which was 
defeated in a civil war by the 
communists in 1949, had ex¬ 
iled to Taiwan. The island 
has since been run as a sepa¬ 
rate entity from the main¬ 
land China, though Beijing 
never gave up its claim over 
Taiwan. 



A protester throws back a 
tear gas canister during 
dashes with police, -afp 


Under Deng’s plan, the is¬ 
land could follow its capital¬ 
ist economic system, run a 
separate administration and 
keep its own army, but un¬ 
der Chinese sovereignty. Tai¬ 
wan rejected the Commu¬ 
nist Party’s offer. 

Back to China 

The idea of two systems in 
one country resurfaced 
when Beijing started talks 
with Britain and Portugal, 
who were running Hong 
Kong and Macau, 
respectively. 


EXPLAINER 


The British had taken con¬ 
trol of Hong Kong in 1842 af¬ 
ter the First Opium War. In 
1898, the British government 
and the Qing dynasty of Chi¬ 
na signed the Second Con¬ 
vention of Peking, which al¬ 
lowed the British to take 
control of the islands sur¬ 
rounding Hong Kong, 
known as New Territories, 
on lease for 99 years. Macau, 
on the other side, had been 
ruled by the Portuguese 
from 1557. 

In the 1980s, China initiat¬ 
ed talks with both Britain 
and Portugal for the transfer 
of the two territories. Beijing 
promised to respect the re¬ 
gion’s autonomy under the 
One Country Two Systems 
principle. On December 19, 
1984, China and the U.K. 


signed the Sino-British Joint 
Declaration, which set the 
terms for the autonomy and 
the legal, economic and go¬ 
vernmental systems for 
Hong Kong after the British 
exit. Similarly, on March 26, 
1987, China and Portugal 
signed the Joint Declaration 
in which China made similar 
promises for Macau. 

Hong Kong returned to 
Chinese control on July 1, 
1997, and Macau on Decem¬ 
ber 20, 1999. The regions 
can have their own curren¬ 
cies, economic and legal sys¬ 
tems, but defence and diplo¬ 
macy will be decided by 
Beijing. Their mini-Constitu- 
tions will remain valid for 50 
years - till 2047 for Hong 
Kong and 2049 for Macau. It 
is unclear what will happen 
after this term. 

Current crisis 

In recent years, there has 
been a growing outcry 
among Hong Kong’s pro-de¬ 
mocracy activists against 
China’s alleged attempts to 
erode the city’s autonomy. 

In 2016-17, six legislators 
critical of Beijing were de¬ 
barred. In 2018, the Hong 
Kong National Party, a local- 
ist party, was outlawed. This 
year, Carrie Lam, the Chief 
Executive of Hong Kong, 
proposed the extradition 
Bill, which sought to extra¬ 
dite Hong Kongers to places 
with which the city doesn’t 
have extradition agree¬ 
ments. Critics said it would 
allow the city government to 
extradite Beijing critics to 
the mainland China. 

This triggered the prot¬ 
ests, and they went on des¬ 
pite Ms. Lam’s decision to 
suspend the Bill. The protes¬ 
ters, who often clashed with 
the police, now want the Bill 
to be formally withdrawn, 
Ms. Lam to resign, the ar¬ 
rested protesters to be re¬ 
leased and the city’s electo¬ 
ral system to be reformed. 


+ 



IN BRIEF 


Japan PM Abe to meet 
Iran's Rouhani in U.S. 


YOKOHAMA 

Japan's Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe plans to meet 
Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani in New York next 
month as Tokyo continues to 
seek a leading role in 
attempts to defuse rising 
tensions in West Asia, afp 


Sudan to name first 
post-Bashir Cabinet 

KHARTOUM 

After months of unrest, 
Sudan's newly-appointed 
Prime Minister, Abdalla 
Hamdok, is due on 
Wednesday to announce a 
Cabinet that will be the first 
since veteran ruler Omar 
al-Bashir was deposed more 
than four months ago. afp 


Respiratory ailments 
rise as Amazon fires rage 

Children and elderly most affected 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

PORTO VELHO 

Lingering smoke in the 
Amazon is reportedly caus¬ 
ing increased respiratory 
problems, particularly 
among children and the el¬ 
derly, as fires in the region 
rage. 

“The kids are affected the 
most. They’re coughing a 
lot,” said Elane Diaz, a nurse 
in the Rondonia state capital 
of Porto Velho, as she wait¬ 
ed for a doctor’s appoint¬ 
ment on Tuesday at the ci¬ 
ty’s 9 of July hospital with 
her 5-year-old son Eduardo. 
“They have problems 
breathing. I’m concerned 
because it affects their 
health.” 

The number of people 
treated for respiratory is¬ 


sues increased sharply in re¬ 
cent days at the local Cosme 
e Damia Children’s hospital. 

“This period has been ve¬ 
ry tough. The dry weather 
and the smoke causes many 
problems for children such 
as pneumonia, coughing 
and secretion,” Daniel Pires, 
a pediatrician and the hospi¬ 
tal’s adjunct director told 
the Folha de S. Paulo new¬ 
spaper. 

Fears over health impacts 
have been growing with the 
surge in fires, with more 
than 77,000 blazes docu¬ 
mented by the country’s Na¬ 
tional Space Research Insti¬ 
tute since the start of the 
year. About half of the fires 
occurred in the Amazon re¬ 
gion, with most in the past 
month. 


26 killed, 11 injured as attackers 
set strip club in Mexico on fire 



In shock: People breaking down outside the bar, which was 
set on fire in Mexico on Tuesday night, -afp 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COATZACOALCOS 

Gunmen burst into a Mexi¬ 
can strip club in a hail of bul¬ 
lets and killed at least 26 pe¬ 
ople as they trapped 
revellers inside and started a 
raging fire, officials said on 
Wednesday. 

President Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador condemned 
the “shameful” attack in the 
city of Coatzacoalcos, and 
said federal authorities 
would investigate evidence 
it may have stemmed from 
collusion between local 
authorities and organised 
crime. 

The Tuesday night attack, 
which officials said also left 
11 people badly wounded, is 
the latest to rock the state of 
Veracruz, a flashpoint in 
bloody turf wars between 


Mexico’s rival drug cartels 
and a hotbed of political 
corruption. 

Survivors said gunmen 
sprayed bullets as they des¬ 
cended on the bar, the Ca- 
ballo Blanco (White Horse), 
then blocked the exits and 
set the club alight. 

Authorities said many of 
the victims died of smoke in¬ 
halation. It was not imme¬ 


diately clear whether some 
died of gunshot wounds. 

Veracruz Governor Cuitla- 
huac Garcia tweeted that 
authorities had identified 
one of the attackers as Ricar¬ 
do “N” - Mexican law bars 
the release of suspects’ full 
names - adding that he was 
a repeat offender known as 
“La Loca” (“The Crazy 
One”). 


Italy’s M5S seals deal with + 
PD for new coalition 

It will be led by outgoing PM Conte 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

ROME 

Italy’s anti-establishment 
Five Star Movement and the 
centre-left Democratic Party 
clinched a deal on Wednes¬ 
day to form a government 
and stave off elections in Eu¬ 
rozone’s third largest 
economy. 

Five Star (M5S) said the 
coalition would be led by 
outgoing Prime Minister Gi¬ 
useppe Conte, who had re¬ 
signed following the col¬ 
lapse of the populist 
government. The deal bet¬ 
ween the two historic ene¬ 
mies is set to bring to an end 
what Italian newspapers 
have dubbed “the craziest 
crisis ever”. 

M5S head Luigi Di Maio 
told journalists in Rome that 


the endorsement on Tues¬ 
day of Mr. Conte by U.S. Pre¬ 
sident Donald Trump “had 
shown us we were on the 
right path”. The parties had 
been bickering over wheth¬ 
er Mr. Conte - a soft-spoken 
former academic- should 
lead a new coalition or 
whether a fresh face would 
better signal a fresh start. 

Mr. Di Maio has warned, 
however, that any deal with 
the Democratic Party (PD) 
would still have to be ap¬ 
proved by party members in 
an online vote. 

Far-right leader Matteo 
Salvini, who triggered the 
crisis on August 8 when he 
withdrew his League party 
from the governing coalition 
with M5S, said the new set¬ 
up was unlikely to last. 
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■ ACROSS 

1 New university head accepts 
point on reflection (2-2-4) 

5 Blunder to enter gala nearly 
showing rifle (6) 

10 Smart move taking model for 
wife (5) 

11 Pure boiled food is good (9) 

12 Secret police tried to capture 
essentially dangerous criminal 
(9) 


13 Group of nine performing in 
Final (5) 

14 Tasteless cherry brandy - time 
for a little rum (6) 

15 Disrespectful fellow beginning 
to abuse in flat (7) 

18 A little snake slithers and 
dashes off (7) 

20 Shapely elves dancing around 
middle of pasture (6) 

22 Looking at securing ecstasy for 
model (5) 

24 Become very angry in bar and 
knock over a fellow after 
argument (5,1,3) 

25 Shot revolutionary aboard 
express! Ran out to tell a 
far-fetched story (4,1,4) 

26 Reappear in future curriculum 

(5) 

27 A model wearing spotted, 
glossy fabric (6) 

28 Endures insolent son stifling 
sister (8) 

■ DOWN 

1 Heartily encourage nervous 
nurse lacking self-confidence 

( 6 ) 


2 Woman yearning to enter 

stage, getting more anxious 
(9) 

3 Avoid cemetery worker's 

services and invite misfortune 
(3,4,3,5) 

4 Sully revolting scoundrel 

backing evil husband (7) 

6 Finished in disaster! Now sadly 

admitting error (6,4,5) 

7 Steal popular bird (5) 

8 Couples having trouble tear 

contracts (8) 

9 Upper-class peer secures 

king's support (6) 

16 Tricks by raciest rogue to 
ensnare one female (9) 

17 Slanders essentially break 
simpleton (8) 

19 Most wretched character 
backing petty tyrant (6) 

20 Oddball managed to enter 
podium knocking out guard at 
Centre (7) 

21 Attacks corrupt, revolting man 
aboard steamer (6) 

23 I do it stupidly? (5) 


SUDOKU 
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FAITH 

Five divine elements 

The Lord’s physical form is not made of the five elements as 
in the case of humans. It is composed of five divine ele¬ 
ments. The Lord’s physical form is called Divya Mangala Vi- 
graha. But when the Lord took avataras. He did not reveal 
these differences between our forms and His. When Rama 
goes to bring the golden deer, Lakshmana warns Him. He 
says other deer run away in fear from the golden deer. This 
must be because the golden deer gives off the smell of an as- 
ura, Lakshmana says. So however much one might try to dis¬ 
guise one’s natural traits, they are bound to show up. 

But, during His avataras, the Lord concealed all His natu¬ 
ral characteristics, taking on the characteristics needed for 
that avatara, said M.A. Venkatakrishnan in a discourse. 
When He appeared as Varaha, other boars did not shy away 
from Him. Instead, they rubbed themselves on His back. 
This would have been possible only if they had been con¬ 
vinced that He was one of them. So, He must have also smelt 
like them. But how can He smell like a boar? Would it not be 
wrong to make such inferences? Nampillai explains why it is 
not wrong. The Vedas describe Him as sarva gandhah, that 
means the One who has all kinds of smells. In that case, 
what is wrong if we say that He did not smell differently from 
the boars, during His Varaha avatara? 

The Varaha Purana says we should offer tubers of nut- 
sedge to Lord Varaha. These are tubers only boars like to 
eat. When Nanjeeyar read of Varaha’s preferred food, he 
fainted at the thought of the Supreme One eating the favou¬ 
rite food of boars. In the Srimushna temple, even today they 
give devotees a churnam as prasada. This is nothing but the 
nutsedge tubers powdered with sugar to make them palata¬ 
ble to us. But the Lord gladly ate this when He was Varaha! 
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MARKET WATCH 

28-08-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 

37,452 

-0.50 

US Dollar 

71.77 

-0.41 

Gold 

39,970 

0.76 

Brent oil 

60.4 

2.94 

NIFTY 50 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

. 365.95. 

.-6.10 

Asian Paints. 

1603.15 

.3.70 

Axis Bank. 

. 678.20. 

.-4.75 

Bajaj Auto. 

...2766.75 

.0.25 

Bajaj Finserv. 

...7035.95. 

-90.55 

Bajaj Finance. 

3326.35 

....-31.40 

Bharti Airtel. 

. 345.80 

.-2.50 

BPCL. 

. 350.55. 

.8.25 

Britannia Ind. 

...2703.10. 

.17.20 

Cipla. 

.464.25 

.-1.10 

Coal India. 

.185.05 

.-6.80 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

2512.10 

-28.60 

Eicher Motors. 

16297.45 

...302.05 

GAIL (India). 

.128.05 

.-2.15 

Grasim Ind. 

.713.50 

....-10.45 

HCL Tech. 

1123.95 

.30.85 

HDFC. 

2187.15 

.12.85 

HDFC Bank. 

...2247.50.. 

....-12.45 

Hero MotoCorp. 

...2568.50. 

....-45.95 

Hindalco. 

.178.40 

.-2.80 

Hind Unilever. 

1828.10 

....-33.30 

Indiabulls HFL. 

.457.25 

....-14.25 

ICICI Bank. 

.412.95 

.-5.65 

Induslnd Bank. 

1365.85. 

....-20.25 

Bharti Infratel. 

. 248.80 

.3.75 

Infosys. 

. 802.50. 

.17.85 

Indian OilCorp. 

. 122.90. 

.-2.85 

ITC. 

. 245.95 

.0.45 

JSW Steel. 

. 205.75. 

.-7.65 

Kotak Bank. 

1483.65 

....-17.90 

L&T. 

...1344.65.. 

-12.30 

M&M. 

. 539.70 

-14.35 

Maruti Suzuki. 

...6103.40.. 

-174.35 

NTPC. 

.119.90 

.-3.30 

ONGC. 

.121.20 

.-4.40 

PowerGrid Corp. 

. 205.75. 

.-0.80 

Reliance Ind. 

1263.30. 

-11.55 

State Bank. 

. 284.90 

.-0.80 

Sun Pharma. 

.413.10 

.-3.65 

Tata Motors. 

.116.35 

.-4.00 

Tata Steel. 

336.95 

-13.95 

TCS. 

2239.25 

.2.75 

Tech Mahindra. 

. 690.20. 

.13.85 

Titan. 

1110.95 

-12.75 

UltraTech Cement.. 

...4119.80.. 

-15.90 

UPL. 

. 557.00 

. 1.00 

Vedanta . 

.132.35 

.-5.75 

Wipro. 

. 249.25. 

.-0.85 

YES Bank. 

.59.50 

.-5.00 

Zee Entertainment 

. 364.20 

.0.45 

EXCHANGE RATES 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 

except yen at 4 p.m. on August 28 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

.71.57 

.71.89 

Euro. 

.79.33 

79.69 

British Pound. 

.87.40 

87.80 

Japanese Yen (100).... 67.70.. 

68.00 

Chinese Yuan. 

.9.99 

.10.04 

Swiss Franc. 

.72.94 

.73.27 

Singapore Dollar.. 

.51.54 

51.78 

Canadian Dollar. .. 

.53.77 

54.02 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

.16.99 

17.07 


Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


August 28 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg).51.9.(50) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3713.(3680) 


Nod for sugar export subsidy 

Cabinet okays offer of ? 10.45 per kg to incentivise mills to export surplus stocks 



Booster shot: The subsidy will be directly credited into the 
farmer's account on behalf of mills against the dues. ■ reuters 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

With record sugar produc¬ 
tion continuing to drive 
down prices even as cane 
farmers face huge arrears in 
payment, the Centre has de¬ 
cided to offer a H0.45 per kg 
subsidy to incentivise mills 
to export their surplus 
stocks. The export subsidy 
package will cost the exche¬ 
quer ?6,268 crore, according 
to an official statement. 

The decision was taken at 
a meeting of the Cabinet 
Committee on Economic Af¬ 
fairs on Wednesday. 

60 lakh tonnes 

The subsidy package will fa¬ 
cilitate the export of up to 60 
lakh tonnes in the 2019-20 
marketing season, which be¬ 
gins in October. It will bene¬ 
fit millions of farmers in U.P., 


Maharashtra and Karnataka, 
as well as other states. Infor¬ 
mation and Broadcasting Mi¬ 
nister Prakash Javadekar told 
journalists. 

A month ago, the Food Mi¬ 
nistry told the Lok Sabha 
that sugar mills across the 
country owed cane farmers a 


total of H7,518 crore, of 
which ?9,935 crore was due 
to U.P. farmers alone. 

However, surplus stocks 
and crashing prices left mills 
with a liquidity crisis. The 
2019-20 marketing season is 
expected to start with an 
opening stock of 142 lakh 


tonnes, and end with a clos¬ 
ing stock of 162 lakh tonnes. 

This surplus will only be 
partially mitigated by pre¬ 
viously announced govern¬ 
ment measures to create a 
buffer stock and incentivise 
diversion of cane for the pro¬ 
duction of ethanol. Global 
sugar prices are more than 
HO/kg lower than domestic 
prices. The lump sum export 
subsidy will be provided for 
expenses on marketing costs 
including handling, upgrad¬ 
ing and other processing 
costs, costs of international 
and internal transport and 
freight charges. 

“The subsidy would be di¬ 
rectly credited into farmers’ 
account on behalf of mills 
against cane price dues and 
subsequent balance, if any, 
would be credited to mills’ 
account,” the statement said. 


Producers welcome decision 

‘WTO-compliant subsidy will aid shipping of 6 mn tonnes’ 


M. SO UNDARIYA PREETHA 

COIMBATORE 

The approval by the Cabi¬ 
net Committee on Econom¬ 
ic Affairs on Wednesday for 
for sugar export subsidy 
would help reduce the sur¬ 
plus sugar inventory, ac¬ 
cording to the Indian Sugar 
Mills Association (ISMA). 

Abinash Verma, director 
general, ISMA, said that the 
export of six million tonnes 
of sugar during the 2019-20 
marketing season would 
not only reduce the surplus 
inventory of the commodi¬ 
ty in the country next sea¬ 
son but also result in an ad¬ 
ditional cash flow of 
H8,000 crore in the sector, 
including subsidy amount. 

With an expected global 
deficit next season of nearly 
four million tonnes, “the 


timely announcement of In¬ 
dia’s export programme 
with a WTO compliant ex¬ 
port subsidy of H0,448 per 
tonne will enable Indian 
millers export the six mil¬ 
lion tonnes,” he said. 

An industry source said 
sugar production this sea¬ 
son (October 2018 to Sep¬ 
tember 2019) in the country 
was almost 33 million 
tonnes and close to four 
million tonnes of sugar 
were exported. 

The opening stock next 
season (2019-20) is expect¬ 
ed to be 14.5 million tonnes 
and the production 28.5 
million tonnes. In the cur¬ 
rent season, though ex¬ 
ports were expected to be 
five million tonnes, it is 
close to four million tonnes, 
mainly as international 


prices were down. In the 
next season, a global deficit 
is expected. 

Hence, exports are likely 
to be viable for the Indian 
sugar sector. “It is a huge 
stock [that we have] and we 
need to export. Now, peo¬ 
ple can plan for the next 
season,” the source said. 

R. Varadarajan, whole¬ 
time director, Rajshree Su¬ 
gars and Chemicals, said 
while the export subsidy 
would benefit mills in north 
India, sugar mills in Tamil 
Nadu need a “larger sup¬ 
port package.” The mills in 
Tamil Nadu were already 
operating below capacity. 

So, the units here might 
still not be able to export. 
The Tamil Nadu mills need 
incentives without linking 
them to exports, he said. 


Indian Oil Corp. to set up 
greenfield refinery in Nagai 

Company plans aluminium anode battery plant in Chennai 


IOCL plans investments of ?2 lakh crore 

Oil major to expand refining, petrochemicals and natural gas businesses 





Future ready: IOCL is expanding almost all refineries from 
Panipatto Paradip, says chairman Sanjiv Singh, -m.moorthy 


PIYUS H PANDEY 

MUMBAI 

Indian Oil Corporation Li¬ 
mited (IOCL) is planning to 
set up a 9 million metric- 
tonnes per annum (mmtpa) 
greenfield refinery at Naga- 
pattinam in Tamil Nadu to 
expand its refining capacity 
and help meet the rising 
energy demand in India. 

The expansion will be car¬ 
ried out by its subsidiary 
Chennai Petroleum Corpo¬ 
ration Limited (CPCL). 

“Besides the West Coast 
refinery, we are looking at a 
greenfield refinery expan¬ 
sion on India’s East Coast in 
Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu. 
The financials of the refinery 
project need to be worked 


The financials of 
the project need to 
be approved by the 
CPCL board 

SANJIV SINGH, 

IOCL Chairman 

out and approved by the 
board of CPCL,” IOCL chair¬ 
man Sanjiv Singh told The 
Hindu. In a bid to diversify 
into non-fossil fuel, IOCL is 
also planning to set up an 
aluminium anode battery 
plant in Chennai. 

“We are looking at manu¬ 
facturing various batteries, 
storage, [and] improving 
conventional battery. We are 
talking something beyond 
lithium, as lithium batteries 
are not the best answer, for. 


India doesn’t have lithium,” 
Mr. Singh said. 

Gurmeet Singh, IOCL’s Di¬ 
rector - Marketing, said, 
“We are in an advanced 
stage of development of alu¬ 
minium anode-based batter¬ 
ies, as aluminium is availa¬ 
ble in India in abundance. 
We will manufacture these 
batteries in Chennai. These 
will be self charging and 
much cheaper and lighter 
than the conventional lithi¬ 
um ion battery.” 

“The battery plant is ex¬ 
pected to come up in joint 
venture with a foreign 
player. The ideal size of the 
unit may be one giga watt,” 
said S.S.V. Ramakumar, Di¬ 
rector - R&D at IOC. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Indian Oil Corporation Li¬ 
mited (IOCL), India’s largest 
refiner, plans to invest t2 
lakh crore in the next 5-7 
years to expand its refining, 
marketing, petrochemicals 
and natural gas business. 

“Indian Oil has planned 12 
lakh crore investments in the 
next five to seven years to 
evolve into a future-ready 
corporate that provides 
comprehensive energy solu¬ 
tions to diverse user groups,” 
said IOCL chairman Sanjiv 
Singh. 

When asked about the 
break-up of investments, Mr. 
Singh told The Hindu, “As 
the conventional fuel busi¬ 
ness is growing, we are ex¬ 
panding almost all our refin¬ 
eries from Panipat to 
Paradip. We are also club¬ 


bing petrochemicals in all 
the refineries. We are mak¬ 
ing necessary investments in 
pipeline and marketing in¬ 
frastructure so that there 
will be no shortage in meet¬ 
ing the growing energy de¬ 
mands of the country.” 


IOCL accounts for about 
one-third of India’s refining 
capacity of 250 million me¬ 
tric tonnes per annum 
(mmtpa) with 11 refineries. 

The company plans to in¬ 
vest over £20,000 crore in 
expansion of its petrochemi¬ 


cals project till 2023-24, after 
spending ^25,000 crore in 
major petrochemicals pro¬ 
jects in the Panipat and Para¬ 
dip refineries. 

IOCL, along with HPCL 
and BPCL, is building the 
world’s longest - 2,757-km - 
LPG pipeline from Kandla in 
Gujarat to Gorakhpur in Ut¬ 
tar Pradesh. 

The company is taking up 
17 pipelines at a combined 
cost of £24,000 crore to ex¬ 
pand the network to about 
21,500 km in the next three 
years. 

Indian Oil plans to invest 
H0,000 crore in the deve¬ 
lopment of the city gas distri¬ 
bution (CGD) network in the 
next eight years. 

IOCL has spent £28,000 
crore in the last fiscal and 
plans to invest £25,000 crore 
this fiscal. 


+ China eases 
drug import 
restrictions 


Toyota, Suzuki to buy stakes in each other 

Auto giants plan to collaborate in new fields, including autonomous driving 



In this file photo, Toyota Motor Corp. President Akio Toyoda, 
left, is with Suzuki Motor Corp. Chairman Osamu Suzuki. ■ ap 


ATUL ANEJA 

BEIJING 

In a humanitarian gesture, 
China has decided not to 
impose heavy penalties on 
the import of unapproved 
but cheaper generic drugs, 
which are needed to treat 
critically ill patients, from 
countries such as India. 

Monday’s announce¬ 
ment will give hope espe¬ 
cially to less-affluent pa¬ 
tients and their relatives 
who have struggled to get 
affordable medicines to 
treat chronic diseases such 
as cancer. 

Prior to the latest deci¬ 
sion, drugs not approved 
by the National Medical 
Products Administration 
(NMPA) of China were con¬ 
sidered “fake.” Companies 
and individuals caught sell¬ 
ing such drugs could face 
heavy fines or even impri¬ 
sonment up to three years. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Japanese auto giants Toyota 
and Suzuki on Wednesday 
announced entering into an 
agreement under which the 
firms will buy stakes in each 
other to promote a long-term 
partnership for collabora¬ 
tion in new fields, including 
autonomous driving. 

Under the pact, Toyota 
will acquire 2.4 crore shares, 
or a 4.96% stake, in Suzuki 
valued at ¥96 billion, while 
Suzuki will buy shares worth 
¥48 billion in Toyota. 

Business partnership 

The automakers had first an¬ 
nounced a business partner¬ 
ship in October 2016. In 
March, this year, they agreed 
to jointly develop products, 
collaborate in production 
and promote mutual supply 
of products by bringing to¬ 
gether Toyota’s strength in 
electrification technologies 


and Suzuki’s strength in 
technologies for compact 
vehicles. 

Explaining the purpose of 
the alliance, the two firms 
said in a statement, “... the 
automobile sector is current¬ 
ly experiencing a turning 
point unprecedented in both 
scope and scale, not only be¬ 
cause of enhanced environ¬ 
mental regulations, but also 


from new entries from dis¬ 
tinct industries and diversi¬ 
fied mobility businesses.” 

Sustainable growth 

The companies “intend to 
achieve sustainable growth, 
by overcoming new challeng¬ 
es surrounding the automo¬ 
bile sector by building and 
deepening cooperative rela¬ 
tionships in new fields while 


continuing to be competi¬ 
tors, in addition to streng¬ 
thening the technologies and 
products in which each com¬ 
pany specialises and their ex¬ 
isting business foundations,” 
the statement added. 

“Specifically, to take up 
challenges together in this 
transitional era, the two 
companies plan to establish 
and promote a long-term 
partnership between the 
two companies for promot¬ 
ing collaboration in new 
fields, including the field of 
autonomous driving,” the 
statement said. 

The communique added 
that the execution of the cap¬ 
ital alliance agreement was a 
confirmation and expression 
of the outcome of ‘sincere 
and careful discussions’ bet¬ 
ween the two automobile 
companies, and will serve to 
build and promot their fu¬ 
ture partnership in new 
fields. 


‘Imprudent to ground entire + 
fleet of P&W-powered planes’ 


Strong mitigation measures in place, says aviation regulator 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Aviation safety regulator 
DGCA on Wednesday said it 
would be imprudent to 
ground the entire fleet of 
Pratt and Whitney (P&W) po¬ 
wered planes with Indian 
airlines, adding that strong 
mitigation measures were in 
place. 

‘Serious consequences’ 

“About 40% of the domestic 
seat capacity of India is po¬ 
wered by Neo Engines and 
therefore, any knee-jerk 
reaction to completely shut 
their operations will have se¬ 
rious consequences;... with 
strong mitigation measures 
in place and strict adhe¬ 
rence to SOPs by the air¬ 
lines, the problem is being 
contained, the Directorate 



General of Civil Aviation 
(DGCA) said in a press state¬ 
ment following an emergen¬ 
cy meeting with IndiGo and 
GoAir. 

There are 127 P&W-po¬ 
wered engines in the coun¬ 
try, out of a total of 436 
planes. Of these, 92 are with 
IndiGo and 35 with GoAir. 

It added, “we are alive to 
the situation and will take 
the strictest action 
possible”. 


The DGCA said that while 
some of the issues being 
faced by PW engines that 
have caused in-flight shut¬ 
downs, air turnbacks or re¬ 
jected take-offs had been re¬ 
solved, it asked the airlines 
to not induct new planes af¬ 
ter August without modified 
gear box and new low pres¬ 
sure turbine, as these two 
technical problems continue 
to persist. 

There will also be restric¬ 
tions imposed on leasing of 
spare engines without these 
two issues being addressed. 

There were nine incidents 
related to these two techni¬ 
cal problems in 2019, as 
compared to seven in the 
previous year faced by Indi¬ 
Go and GoAir, according to 
the latest data from the 
DGCA. 


Ind-Ra cuts GDP growth 
forecast in FY20 to 6.7% 

Agency pegs growth at six-year low 


Forex gains, OMOs aid RBI’s record surplus 

The large transfer to the Union government is likely to be a one-time event 



Larger OMOs contributed an additional ?26,000 crore income 
to the RBI during the accounting year, ■v.v.krishnan 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


IRDAI to review motor 
third-party targets 

Forms group to identify ‘difficult’ areas 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

India Ratings and Research 
has revised downwards its 
projection of the country’s 
GDP growth in financial 
year 2019-20 to 6.7%, a six- 
year low, from its earlier fo¬ 
recast of 7.3%, the agency 
announced on Wednesday. 

“The agency expects 
FY20 to be the third consec¬ 
utive year of subdued 
growth pushed by (i) a slow¬ 
down in consumption de¬ 
mand; (ii) delayed and un¬ 
even progress of monsoon 
so far; (iii) decline in manu¬ 
facturing growth; (iv) inabil¬ 
ity of Insolvency and Bank¬ 
ruptcy Code to resolve cases 
in a time-bound manner, 
and (v) rising global trade 
tension adversely impacting 
exports,” it said in a report. 

The agency expects 
growth in the first quarter of 



the current financial year to 
decline for the fifth consecu¬ 
tive quarter to 5.7%. 

Further, it said that the 
reform measures an¬ 
nounced by Finance Minis¬ 
ter Nirmala Sitharaman re¬ 
cently would make an 
impact only in the medium 
term. 

“On August 23, 2019, Fi¬ 
nance Minister Nirmala Sith¬ 
araman announced a slew 
of measures to revive the 
economy, which included 
addressing some of the 
woes facing auto sector, 
MSME, banking sector, capi¬ 
tal market, etc.,” the report 
said. “However, these mea¬ 
sures are likely to support 
growth only in the medium 
term, but the agency ex¬ 
pects GDP growth to recov¬ 
er to 7.4% in the second half 
of FY20, mainly on account 
of the base effect.” 



MANQ JIT SAHA 

MUMBAI 

Large scale open market op¬ 
erations (OMO) conducted 
by the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) and higher earnings 
from foreign exchange oper¬ 
ations helped boost the cen¬ 
tral bank’s surplus to record 
levels in 2018-19. 

The RBI posted a surplus 
ofH.23 lakh crore in 2018-19 
compared to £50,004 crore 
in 2017-18 and £10,663 crore 
in 2016-17. On Monday, the 
central bank said that its 
board had approved the 
transfer of £.76 lakh crore to 
the government, which in¬ 
cludes the surplus of £1.23 
lakh crore and excess provi¬ 
sions of ^52,637 crore identi¬ 
fied as per the revised Eco¬ 
nomic Capital Framework. 

Massive liquidity 

The RBI infused massive li¬ 
quidity by buying back go¬ 
vernment securities. Hold¬ 



ing cash does not yield any 
return but when invested in 
securities, interest income is 
earned. Market estimates 
suggest that the additional 
income during the account¬ 
ing year was to the tune of 
£26,000 crore on larger 
OMOs. 

“Interestingly, the regular 



dividend is much higher 
than the excess dividend, 
and almost double of the reg¬ 
ular dividend transferred ov¬ 
er the last five years. The rea¬ 
son for this is the record 
OMO purchases in FY19 (13 
lakh crore, over 70% of g-sec 
issuances). It led to a high in¬ 
terest income,” economists 
at HSBC said. 

In addition, there was a 



gain of £21,000 crore due to 
change in methodology to 
calculate foreign exchange 
gains, which was reflected in 
net income. 

Observing the large transf¬ 
er is likely to be one-time 
event, India Ratings said, “As 
the net liquidity injection un¬ 
der the liquidity adjustment 
facility continued in FY19 
and the credit offtake re¬ 
mains weak, the banking sys¬ 
tem continues to see surplus 
liquidity. Therefore, while 
the RBI is likely to have sus¬ 
tained its earning from sei- 
niorage income in FY19, the 
growth will come down in¬ 
crementally.” 

India Ratings said with the 
contingency fund reserve at 
about 5.5% of the total assets 
of the RBI, the central bank 
could be expected to appro¬ 
priate its net income towards 
the fund in order to maintain 
the fund’s corpus at least at 
the current levels. 


N.RAV I KUMAR 

HYDERABAD 

Insurance regulator IRDAI 
has decided to review the 
formula it applies to set mo¬ 
tor third-party obligation 
targets that insurers have to 
meet every year. 

The review is to be under¬ 
taken by an eight-member 
working group and may 
bring into focus a demand 
of insurers that the IRDAI 
should de-tariff TP premium 
or, in other words, permit 
them to decide the premi¬ 
um. 

The demand of the insur¬ 
ers comes in the backdrop 
of traditionally motor TP 
not being profitable for the 
companies. 

There are estimates of 
how a good number of auto¬ 
mobiles on the road are ply¬ 
ing without third party insu¬ 
rance though such a cover is 


mandatory as per law. 

Comprising officials of 
the IRDAI as well as senior 
executives of a few general 
insurance firms - private as 
well public - the working 
group will identify areas of 
difficulty or concerns, in¬ 
cluding those relating to the 
formula in vogue. 

It will review the frame¬ 
work of the obligations in 
the light of new develop¬ 
ments such as long-term 
motor TP products. 

Following a Supreme 
Court order, a five-year poli¬ 
cy and a three-year policy 
have become mandatory for 
new two-wheelers and priv¬ 
ate cars respectively from 
last year. 

The Working Group will 
also make recommenda¬ 
tions regarding modifica¬ 
tions that may be required 
to the current framework. 


• • 
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Renault launches 
Triber at ?4.95 lakh 

CHENNAI 

Renault India has launched 
the Triber at a starting price 
of 34.95 lakh (ex-showroom, 
all India). The Triber will 
bridge the gap between 
the Kwid, the company's 
entry-level car, and its SUV 
offerings in India. The 
product will be available in 
four trims - RXE, RXL, RXT 
and RXZ. It has features such 
as easy-fix seats and SUV 
skid plates, among others, 
the company said in a 
statement. 

IDBI Bank on S&P's 
credit watch; shares tank 

MUMBAI 

IDBI Bank's shares tanked 
over 9.17% to 326.75 on the 
BSE after S&P Global Ratings 
placed 'BB' long-term and 'B' 
short-term foreign currency 
issuer credit ratings on 
'Credit Watch’ with negative 
implications. "IDBI is in 
breach of its regulatory 
capital requirements after a 
substantial loss in [Q1 of 
FY20]/' the agency said. The 
bank's net loss widened 58% 
to 33,801 crore in Q1 mainly 
due to higher provisioning. 

Doosan Bobcat Chennai 
plant begins operations 

CHENNAI 

The Indian subsidiary of 
Doosan Bobcat Inc. 
commenced the commercial 
operations of its first 
manufacturing facility in 
India at Gummudipoondi, 
near Chennai. Initially, the 
company will produce 
backhoe loaders completely 
designed and developed by 
its engineering team based in 
Chennai. Doosan Bobcat 
India plans to invest 3190 
crore over the next five 
years, the company said in a 
statement. 


Moody’s downgrades Yes Bank 

Cites decline in share price, lower-than-expected funds raised as reasons 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Moody’s Investors Service 
on Wednesday downgraded 
Yes Bank’s long-term fo¬ 
reign-currency issuer rating 
to Ba3 from Bal. 

“The outlook on the 
bank’s ratings, where applic¬ 
able, is negative,” the rating 
agency said. With this, Moo¬ 
dy’s has concluded the rat¬ 
ing review process of the 
private sector bank that was 
initiated in June. 

The rating downgrade is 
due to the lower-than-ex- 
pected amount of capital 
raised by the bank recently 
and the risk that substantial 
decline in the bank’s share 
price will challenge its ability 
to raise sufficient capital to 
maintain the rating at its pre¬ 
vious level, Moody’s said. In 
the last one year. Yes Bank’s 


shares have tanked around 
84%. Earlier this month, the 
bank had raised H,930 crore 
through the qualified institu¬ 
tions placement (QIP) route. 
Moody’s said the QIP would 
moderately improve the 
bank’s reported common 


equity tier-1 ratio of 8% as of 
June 30, 2019, to 8.6%. 

“Moody’s expects the 
bulk of Yes Bank’s operating 
profits will get consumed by 
loan loss provisions over the 
next 12-18 months, and thus 
not support internal capital 


generation.” This would 
leave the bank dependent on 
external capital raising to im¬ 
prove its loss-absorbing buff¬ 
ers, which is becoming more 
challenging given the sub¬ 
stantial decline in its share 
price, it added. 

Yes Bank’s asset quality 
deteriorated in the quarter 
ended June 2019, with its 
gross non-performing loan 
ratio rising to 5%, from 3.2% 
at the end of March. 

“The negative outlook re¬ 
flects the risk of further dete¬ 
rioration in the bank’s sol¬ 
vency, funding or liquidity, 
as the bank continues to 
work through the asset qual¬ 
ity issues and rebuilds its 
loss absorbing buffers,” the 
agency added. 

Shares of the bank fell 
7.5% to 339.50 on the BSE on 
Wednseday. 


Lakshmi Vilas Bank managing 
director tenders resignation 

‘Exact reason for the move is not clear’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Parathasarathi Mukherjee, 
the MD and CEO of Lakshmi 
Vilas Bank Ltd. (LVB), ten¬ 
dered his resignation, the 
private sector lender said in 
a regulatory filing. 

Talking to The Hindu , Mr. 
Mukherjee merely con¬ 
firmed that he had resigned. 
He did not elaborate. 

“The board met today 
and approved an increase in 
the authorised capital from 
^500 crore to ?650 crore 
and a further raising of 
working capital i.e. ?500 
crore by way of debt and 
31,000 crore by way of equi¬ 
ty,” he added. 

“The board meeting, 
which started at noon, last¬ 
ed for nearly five hours,” 



Parthasarathi Mukherjee 


said a person in the know of 
the development. “We don’t 
know why Mr. Mukherjee re¬ 
signed,” the person added. 

“He was taking steps to 
lead the bank on a recovery 
path. It is indeed shocking.” 

In April, the boards of 
LVB and Indiabulls Housing 
Finance Ltd. (IHFL) had ap¬ 


proved the merger of the 
two entities. 

In June, the Competition 
Commission of India had gi¬ 
ven its nod for the proposed 
scheme of amalgamation of 
IHFL and Indiabulls Com¬ 
mercial Credit Ltd. with LVB. 
Approval for the merger is 
pending with the RBI. 

IBHF’s shareholders will 
own 90.5% of the proposed 
amalgamated entity, while 
LVB shareholders will hold 
the remaining 9.5%. Shares 
of the bank lost 4.9% on 
Wednesday to close at 
3:40.75 on the BSE. 

For FY19, the lender had 
posted a loss of 3:894 crore 
against a loss of 3385 crore 
for FY18 due to a large slip¬ 
page in NPAs, according to a 
BSE filing. 


LG eyes £2,000 cr. from 
B2B segment in 2019 


Skore forays into sexual wellness 
segment with new product range 


Nestle India to be 
included in Nifty index 


May foray into solar business in India 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

South Korea-based LG Elec¬ 
tronics expects to garner a 
revenue of 32,000 crore 
from its enterprise business 
(B2B) in India during the 
current year, a senior com¬ 
pany official said. 

This would be a growth of 
over 30% from a revenue of 
about ?1,500 crore in 2018, 
Hemendu Sinha, vice-presi¬ 
dent & business head, B2B, 
LG Electronics India, told 
The Hindu. 

LG Electronics India’s 
B2B segment currently ac¬ 
counts for about 10% of the 
company’s total revenue 
from the country with a ma¬ 
jor portion coming from its 
consumer business. 

In India, the company off- 


Government of 
India is the biggest 
consumer of LG’s 
display business 

ers two solutions under the 
B2B segment - display and 
air- conditioning. Mr. Sinha 
said the company was also 
planning to bring its solar 
business to India for which 
market research was cur¬ 
rently on. 

For LG, the Centre is the 
biggest consumer of its dis¬ 
play business. On the im¬ 
pact of slowdown on go¬ 
vernment buying, Mr. Sinha 
said: “We haven’t seen any 
slowdown as such. In the 
past two months, the buy¬ 
ing has been slow because 
of elections etc... but that is 
showing signs of recovery.” 



Aims to more than double growth to 25% in three years 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Skore, a prophylactic brand 
under TTK Healthcare Ltd., 
is aiming to more than dou¬ 
ble its growth to 25% in the 
next three years by entering 
into the sexual wellness seg¬ 
ment. It has also set aside 13 
crore towards advertising. 

“To achieve this goal, we 
are foraying into the sexual 
wellness segment with a 
new range of products for 
couples,” Vishal Vyas, gener¬ 
al manager - marketing, 
protective devices division, 
TTK Healthcare Ltd., said. 

“We have already 
launched OH, a water-based 
gel for women. For men, we 
will be soon launching three 
new products, including a 



Vishal Vyas 


pheromone-activated body 
spray,” he said. 

Huge potential 

Mr. Vyas said that the global 
sexual wellness industry was 
set to grow from $27 billion 
in 2015 to $50 billion by 
2020. India had a huge po¬ 


tential in sexual wellness 
products across metros and 
other markets and Skore was 
planning to ramp up in this 
segment to be ahead of the 
curve, he added. 

Quoting Nielsen Retail da¬ 
ta for December 2018, he 
said Skore posted 11.5% 
growth. While a majority of 
sales came from urban ci¬ 
ties, Skore also saw 16.1% 
rise in revenue from tier 2 ci¬ 
ties. With the foray into the 
sexual wellness segment, 
Skore was aiming for 25% 
growth, he added. 

Asserting that it was the 
second-largest condom 
brand with a market share of 
9.2%, he said the aim was to 
capture 15% in this segment 
in the next five years. 


It replaces Indiabulls Housing Finance 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The National Stock Ex¬ 
change will remove India¬ 
bulls Housing Finance from 
the benchmark Nifty index 
and will replace it with Nes¬ 
tle India. The changes in the 
index would come into ef¬ 
fect from September 27. 

Indiabulls Housing Fi¬ 
nance has seen a massive 
fall in its valuation with its 
stock price falling from 
31,300-levels a year back to 
3457 on Wednesday. Inci¬ 
dentally, housing finance 
entities and non banking fi¬ 
nance companies (NBFCs) 
have been in the midst of a 
liquidity crisis in the last few 
months. 

Meanwhile, Nestle India, 
which sells milk, noodles. 


coffee, chocolate and break¬ 
fast cereals, among other 
food items, has seen its 
share price jump nearly 13% 
in the last three months. On 
Wednesday, Nestle India 
shares gained 0.33% to close 
at 312,514.70 on the BSE. 

An inclusion in the indic¬ 
es, especially the bench¬ 
mark Sensex and Nifty, typi¬ 
cally attracts investment in 
the stock from passive funds 
who mirror the index con¬ 
stituents in their funds. 

This is the first revision of 
the Nifty after the exchange 
approved the inclusion of 
permitted category compa¬ 
nies - entities that are not 
directly listed on NSE - in 
the indices. Nestle India falls 
under the permitted catego¬ 
ry of companies on the NSE. 


+ 



^ A SPECIAL PUBLICATION FROM THE HINDU GROUP ^ 



This coffee-table book opens a window to 
the practice of Buddhism in Japan, right 
from its arrival in that country 1,000 years 
ago to its growth through the worship of 
deities of Indian origin. Benoy Behl’s 
images illuminate the pages and present an 
invaluable account of Japan’s links with 
Hinduism and with its Buddhist past 


POWERED BY 


FRONTLINE 

LEADING THE DEBATE SINGE 1984 




To book your copy, Visitiwww.thehindu.com/publications 
For bulk booking, e-mail: bookstore@thehindu.co.in For any enquiries call: 1800 3000 1878 
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ARUN SHESHKUMAR 


One piece of 
advice that has 
helped me 
through my 
journey is to stay 
grounded 


Long journey It's been 19 years and 
director Arun Sheshkumar (right) is 
yet to get used to being around 
Amitabh Bachchan 

■SPECIAL ARRANGMENT 


VASUNDHARA RATHI 

Since 2000, Kauri Banega Crore- 
pati (KBC) has been entertaining 
millions of Indians all over the 
country. The reality television 
show, now in its eleventh season, 
has had a single director behind 
the camera all this time. Metro- 
Plus spoke with Arun Sheshkumar 
to get a sense of what it means to 
call the shots on KBC, a staple in 
the TV viewing diet of Indian au¬ 
diences. “It’s a real show,” says the 
director with evident passion for 
his work. “It connects with mil¬ 
lions of Indians and gives a plat¬ 
form to people to come and share 
their stories, knowledge and make 
a difference to their lives.” 

While adapting an international 
format to Indian television, the 
biggest challenge for Sheshkumar 
was to make the show appeal to In¬ 
dian audiences while preserving 
its popular format. “We had the vi¬ 
sion of Siddhartha Basu, who is by 
far the best quizmaster India has 
ever produced,” says the director. 

Each season also brings so¬ 
mething new by way of technolo¬ 
gy, use of camera techniques. 


Lights, camera 

and crores to win 

Arun Sheshkumar on 11 seasons of directing Kauri Banega Crorepati, 
working with Amitabh Bachchan and favourite moments on set 


up with new ideas to keep au¬ 
diences intrigued. One such epi¬ 
sode guest starred Shah Rukh 
Khan. 

“We don’t get to see these two 
stalwarts interacting on camera so 
casually,” remembers the director 
fondly adding that it was a surreal 
experience. “The camaraderie 
that they share was amazing, the 
stories that [Khan] had about Mr. 
Bachchan, and [the former] being 
his charming self got a lot out of 
Mr. Bachchan.” Another time, 
Abhishek Bachchan came 
on the show and took 
up the role of the 
host asking his fath¬ 
er some questions. 
“It was so much 
fun to see the son 
play the father’s 
role,” laughs 
Sheshkumar. 

With a television 
career spanning 18 
years, Sheshkumar has 
worked on most of the popu¬ 
lar Hindi reality shows like Jhalak 
Dilchhla Jaa, Satyamev Jayate and 
India's Got Talent. When asked 
what his advice would be to aspir¬ 
ing professionals, he is quick to 
state that all he can share are his 
experiences. “One piece of advice 
that has helped me through my 
journey is to stay grounded,” he 
says. “Success can really go to 
your head!” He also added that 
one is always learning in this in¬ 
dustry and it should never stop. 
“Hard work, passion and honesty 
will help any aspiring director to 
be where someone want to be,” he 
concludes. 


lighting or set design. “We have to 
make it look different each year 
without ruining the sanctity of the 
show,” he adds. But after all these 
years and over 700 episodes, 
Sheshkumar has yet to get used to 
being around host Amitabh Bach¬ 
chan. “I don’t see anybody else 
who can do what he does,” he 
says. “A perfectionist, passionate 
and punctual are the three Ps that 
Mr. Bachchan embodies.” The vet¬ 
eran actor’s enthusiasm has been 
an inspiration for the show’s crew 
to work harder than the previous 


season. “It becomes a bit challeng¬ 
ing since he’s expecting a certain 
degree of perfection. We work 
hard so that he has a good journey 
while shooting the whole season 
because Mr. Bachchan is KBC,” the 
director emphasises. 

Listening to and learning from 
each contestants’ struggles and 
triumphs has become one of the 
most enriching experiences for 
Sheshkumar. To showcase these 
special stories, the show’s latest 
season features ‘Karamveer ’. One 
such contestant has been Afroz 


Shah, responsible for changing 
the face of Versova beach in Mum¬ 
bai. Bachchan was so inspired by 
his work that he invited the crew 
to go to Versova one Sunday morn¬ 
ing to help Shah and personally 
contribute in any way he could. 

Sound advice 

KBC has always had a constant 
stream of celebrities who face 
tough questions on the hot seat 
for charity or when a new release 
is around the corner. Sheshkumar 
and his team often have to come 


REEL-LIFE WINNER 


Jamal, the 
protagonist of the 
Oscar-winning 
‘Slumdog 

Millionaire’, is a . 

participant of‘Who Wants to 
Be A Millionaire’ and goes on to 
answer all the questions 
correctly. 


IN OUR BACKYARD 


ABHISHEK GULSHAN 

There’s a unwritten rule if 
you’re wandering in nature: 
The brighter, more conspic¬ 
uous the animal, the more 
toxic it usually will be. Blis¬ 
ter Beetles exhibit aposema- 
tism, one of nature’s cues to 
alert predators to the toxici¬ 
ty of their prey. Aposema- 
tism refers to the appea¬ 
rance, sound, or odour of an 
animal that warns other ani¬ 
mals seeking food that it is 
distasteful or dangerous. 
The Blister Beetle signals are 
primarily visual: Their 
bright colours and high-con- 
trast patterns such as dots or 
stripes, warn potential pre¬ 
dators that they have certain 
defences that make them 
unpalatable or poisonous. 
Such a signal is beneficial for 
both predator and prey, 
since both avoid potential 
harm in the process. 

This beetle has the ability 
to produce blisters on con¬ 
tact with human skin by se¬ 
creting a blistering agent 
called cantharidin, an 
odourless, colourless sub¬ 
stance that’s a burn agent 
and that can be very poiso¬ 
nous in large doses. At the 
same time, small doses of 
this substance have been 



Love, from a 

DISTANCE 


The brightly-coloured Blister Beetle is 
poisonous, so best admired from afar 


used medically in treating 
certain skin conditions and 
in the removal of warts. 

The rainy season gives us 
a peep into the fascinating 
world of insects. Blister 
Beetles found in Delhi-NCR 
are often brightly coloured 
with a black body displaying 
vibrant red spots. However, 
thanks to their defence me¬ 
chanism, the need for them 
to camouflage in nature is 
eliminated. This helps them 
move freely without fear, 
and they are diurnal, mov¬ 
ing around in loose groups. 
They are soft-bodied, nar¬ 
row-necked, belonging to 
the plant-eating family of 
Meloidae. They’re often 
found feeding on flowers 
around our gardens, espe¬ 
cially the Lantana. 

The females lay numer¬ 


ous eggs on or in the 
ground and some¬ 
times near bee hives. 

The larvae are insecti- 
vores and grow 
through several larval 
stages, the first of 
which are specialised 
predators who either 
travel to the feeding 
grounds on their own or 
sometimes cling to bees 
that transport them into 
the hives, where they feed 
on immature bees. They 
also tend to feed on grass¬ 
hopper eggs, thereby con¬ 
trolling their population, im¬ 
portant for crop safety and 
health. 

On-field observations sug¬ 
gest that they are slow fliers, 
considering the body weight 
on the wings. They make a 
buzzing sound on flight, like 


Colour me bad Bright 
hues warn potential 
predators 

■ABHISHEK GULSHAN 


several other insects. 

Legend has it that the 
Blister Beetle played a signif¬ 
icant role in helping Mithri- 
dates, the king of Anatolia, 
become the Roman Em¬ 
pire’s most formidable 
enemy. He ingested small 
amounts of cantharidin, 
with a mix of antidotes, 
so he could develop a 
resistance towards 
most types of poi¬ 
sons. In our context 
though, it’s best not to 
make a meal out of 
Blister Beetles. The best 
way to enjoy the antics of 
these creatures is from a 
comfortable distance. 


The writer is the founder ofNINOX 
- Owl About Nature, a nature- 
awareness initiative. He is the 
Delhi-NCR reviewer for Ebird, a 
Cornell University initiative, 
monitoring rare sightings of birds. 
He formerly led a programme at 
WWF India. 


PEOPLE 


Dram stories 

Balvenie, the Speyside single malt Scotch distillery, is 
recording the stories of the people behind its whiskies 



Stories are the new Luxury. They have been, for a while 
now, and that narrative is getting richer. From couture to 
whisky, tales of tradition, of process, of the brand's 
smallness or largeness build 'engagement'. There's interest 
in making people feel like they're a part of something with 
heart, something bigger than 'just a product'. 

In June, Balvenie, the single malt whisky distillery in 
Dufftown, Scotland, formally started one such campaign, 
called The Balvenie Stories. The effort involves a book of 
original short stories, Pursuit: The Balvenie Stories 
Collection (available on pre-order) and a podcast called The 
Balvenie Stories series (on Apple Music and Spotify), by 
Gemma Paterson, one of their global brand ambassadors. 

Paterson talks to the people involved in the processes at 
their distillery - this includes the likes of Ian McDonald, the 
brand's head cooper, who recently marked fifty years of 
making casks and barrels for them. She also speaks to 
younger people, like Kelsey McKechnie, who in her early 
20s is an Apprentice Malt Master for the brand. 

In India this week, Paterson tells us about taking the 
endeavour offline. Edited excerpts from an interview: 

Why did the idea to document stories even come up? 

At the distillery we have so many craftsmen who have 
amazing stories to tell. These are people who've dedicated 
their lives and careers to making the whisky. One of the 
stories we're telling is about Ian, our head cooper, who 
started in 1969 with us, when he was only 15. We've worked 
out that he's made a quarter of a million barrels [over this 
time]. That's 75 millions bottles on average, coming from 
barrels he's made with his own hands! 

He’s trained and mentored so many apprentices through 
his career. He's come up with ideas, to make new whisky. 
Our 14 Caribbean Cask - that's the one that's very popular 
in India - wouldn't exist if it wasn't for Ian having the idea 
to start to experiment with bringing in rum casks. 

A big part of what we're doing is taking these stories, 
documenting them, so future generations have access to 
them. We're a fifth generation family-run company...and if 
we don’t do it now, it will all be lost. 

You're telling these stories in different countries. This is 
beyond internal record-keeping... 

For sure. It's important for the industry in general too. In 
Scotland we have what's called ceilidh, meaning an evening 
of drinking, storytelling, socialising, and dancing. They're 
all linked. So it's important to have these stories to share, 
over a whisky. 

What are you doing with the stories in India? 

I work with a storytelling group in the UK called The 
Empress Collective, and they have a guitarist who plays 
music to storytelling, so we've been working together to 
develop that for Balvenie. [In India], we have a flautist 
[Nikhil Kumar], who handcrafts his own flutes. 

VANGMAYI PARAKALA 


PRODUCT 


Stitching softness 

Anjul Bhandari, who launched her brand 
with the same name in 2012, with a focus 
on Lakhnavi Chikankari and Kamdani 
embroideries, has her new bridal 
collection out. This season, she’s 
introducing new elements on her lehenga 
sets, saris and anarkalis: tiny, precision- 
cut Japanese glass beads, Swarovski, 
baby pearls and other delicate accents 
that go with traditional designs. This 
year, the Lucknow-based designer has 
introduced a new motif: chinar leaves, 
along with traditional designs. 

The Chikankari artisans are mostly 
men, while Kamdani employs mainly 
women. While the former was 
traditionally done with white cotton 
thread, today, silk thread is also 
employed. Kamdani, also called badla or mukaish, is a metal 
embroidery: Thin metal strips are sewn on to the fabric and 
fashioned into small sparkling dots to give Chikankari a 
little sparkle. On her saris, she also has ek and do taar 
(single and double metal wire) embroidery. 

Colours are pastel: ivory, white, hydro, blush pink, old 
rose, baby blue, mint and sage green. 



Available at Ogaan, HauzKhas Village; T30,000 upward 
Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 


Rhythm and blues 

IIC and New Zealand High Commission are 
together organising a music concert called 
Coming Home: Aaradhna in India, by award¬ 
winning R & B artist from New Zealand, 
Aaradhna. With four studio albums to her credit, 
she is currently working on her fifth, which she 
plans to release in India. 
venue: C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, IIC 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 



Authentic Japanese 

Elan, a restaurant that serves South East Asian 
food, has an all-new signature menu, A Taste of 
Japan. The Japanese chef, Noboru Ozeki has 
curated a range of authentic dishes including 
Seaweed Salad, Maguro and Unagi Sashimi, 
Hamachi Carpaccio, Nigiri, Tuna Tartar, and more. 
On until August 31st. 
venue: Elan, The Lodhi, Lodhi Road 
time: 12 noon -12 midnight 



Krishna in Kathak 

Kathak exponent Asavari Pawar and her 
Kalaashish Repertory will present a recital about 
Krishna's facets and pranks. The performing 
dancers include Abhishek Khichi, Mayukh 
Bhattacharyya, Heena Wasen, Tripti Sanwal. and 
Madhusmita Handiqe. Music by Naushad Ahmed, 
and others. 

venue: Stein Auditorium, India Habitat Centre 

TIME: 7 p.m. 


Jugalbandi 

The annual Amar Jyoti Festival, organised by the 
Pandit Chatur Lai Memorial Society, is underway. 
The yearly festival is a tribute to the many 
soldiers who died on the front. Performances 
this year include a vocal recital by Pt. Rajan and 
Sajan Mishra and a sitar and cello jugalbandi by 
Pandit Shubhendra Rao and Saskia Rao-De Haas. 
venue: Kamani Auditorium, Mandi House 
TIME: 7 p.m. 



CONCERT 



MUSIC 


£ ^ 




UVfHe tfiGENDS 
PANDIT RAJAH SAJAN MIS FLA 


JIltfciUCUlT, WD!TPK 

UUPITQ5HM, NEWDEUII 



Milo Spykers live 

Imperfecto Shor Club is hosting Milo Spykers 
with Technoise live tonight. Spykers, a Belgian 
dance-techno music DJ and producer, is best 
known for his albums like Infinite and Observable 
93. He has previously performed at a number of 
prominent music events in Europe such as 
OFFSonar, Extrema Outdoor Belgium. 
venue: Hotel Pride Plaza, Asset 5A, Aerocity 
time: 10 p.m. onwards 
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The Danes conquer 

the wasteland 

While an increasing number of European countries are 
looking at ways to reduce food excess, here, some lessons 
from Copenhagen on how to eat sustainably 


FABIOLA MONTEIRO 

In Copenhagen, solar-powered 
GoBoats chug along the canals. 
Locals paddle green kayaks, pick¬ 
ing up bucketfuls of waste from 
the waters in exchange for free 
rides. At a cafe in the hip Norre- 
bro neighbourhood, I eat silky- 
smooth coffee ice-cream that’s 
made from excess steamed milk. 
During my time in Denmark’s 
capital city, I become acutely 
aware of how much the Danes 
care about sustainability. 

For one, it’s seamlessly inte¬ 
grated into their lives. It’s palpa¬ 
ble on the streets, thanks to the ci¬ 
ty’s cycling culture - in some 
neighbourhoods, pedestrians 
and bikers get priority; cars get 
only single-lane access. On roof¬ 
tops too, green roofs with terrace 
gardens are common. At Gro Spis- 
eri, an organic community-style 
rooftop restaurant, I walk along 
beds of sunflowers and other co¬ 
lourful blooms. There’s also Am- 
ager Baklce (or Copenhill), a one- 
of-a-kind waste-to-energy plant 


that opened in 2017, with designs 
for a ski slope and recreation 
centre. Copenhagen has plans to 
be the first carbon-neutral capital 
by 2025 - and undoubtedly, it’s 
well on its way. 

Bring this sustainability-driven 
living together with Copenha¬ 
gen’s spot on the global food map 
- it’s well known as a leading cu¬ 
linary destination - and, apart 
from eating sustainably, it’s ob¬ 


vious that the Danes would also 
be making major headway with 
combating food waste. 

The first time I hear about this 
is when I chance upon Too Good 
to Go in Copenhagen (www.too- 
goodtogo.dk). A Danish start-up, 
the app launched in January 2016 
and is available across Europe. 
It’s an incredibly nifty source, 
helping food stores, bakeries and 
restaurants sell their excess food. 


Consumers get to order leftov¬ 
ers at reduced prices, often at 
least 50% below the original 
price. It’s a win-win sustainable 
situation for your conscience, 
your pocket, and the businesses. 
Similarly, there’s also YourLocal 
(www.yourlocal.org), another 
app that connects local shops 
with consumers. 

If tech is too much, there’s the 
WeFood supermarket, Denmark’s 


Behind the kitchen door Copenhagen has 
mastered the art of recycling excess food 

■ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 




first surplus-goods supermarket. 
The city has two outposts - one 
in Amager, one in Norrebro - 
which stock goods that regular su¬ 
permarkets can’t sell due to over¬ 
due ‘best before’ dates or dam¬ 
aged packaging. These are 
products that are safe to consume 
by Danish food-law standards. In¬ 
stead of tossing them, partner su¬ 
permarkets donate these pro¬ 
ducts to WeFood, where they’re 
sold at rates that are often 30 to 
50% below market price. (A good 
way to keep track of what’s in 
stock is by checking an outpost’s 
Facebook page.) 


It’s not just about discounts on 
surplus foods though - Copenha¬ 
gen’s been creative with its food 
waste tackles. Between 2013 and 
2016, the city had Rub & Stub, a 
volunteer-run eatery that served 
food made from leftovers. “Sur¬ 
plus goods defined what was on 
the menu, but we had at least two 
starters, two mains and a dessert 
every day,” explains Maria Abra- 
hamsen, co-founder of the now- 
defunct eatery, over email. Since 
the eatery shut. Rub & Stub has 
been putting their knowledge to 
use at city festivals, workshops 
and custom catering experiences. 
At the Roskilde Festival - the city 
is a 40-minute drive from Co¬ 
penhagen - Abrahamsen and her 
co-founder Irina Bothmann are in 




ROYAL RUN 


Denmark’s crown prince, 
Frederik, is a member of the 
International Olympic 
Committee. In 2013 , he 
completed the KMD Ironman 
Copenhagen in a time of 
10 : 45:32 and is the • 

first royal person 
to complete an 
Ironman. 



EAT SUSTAINABLY IN 
COPENHAGEN 

Andersen & Maillard, a 
specialty coffee roaster in 
Norrebro, serves coffee soft ice 
made from their excess 
steamed milk. 

Pack an easy-on-the-pocket 
picnic lunch with produce from 
a WeFood supermarket. 

Treat yourself to a five-course 
dinner at Gro Spiseri; it 
prioritises seasonal and organic 
produce, some of which is 
grown on the adjoining rooftop 
farm. 

Eat your way through the city 
with the insightful Copenhagen 
Food Tours 

(www.copenhagen.foodtours.eu). 


charge of the food waste pro¬ 
gramme. “This means that we 
collect all the surplus food at the 
festival (last year, it was 20 
tonnes), sort it, cook some of it 
and distribute all the surplus food 
to social organisations around 
Denmark. It’s an effort that’s 
based on a partnership with the 
Danish Food Bank, who are ex¬ 
perts at distributing surplus food 
to social organisations,” Abra¬ 
hamsen writes. 

Then, there’s the Refood label 
that restaurants and food compa¬ 
nies can sign up for by pledging to 
focus on upcycling. For the trust- 
based certification, companies 
must choose three food-saving in¬ 
itiatives from Refood’s recom¬ 
mendations and have a system for 
recycling food waste. It’s a project 
championed by Stop Spild Af Mad 
- which translates to Stop Wast¬ 
ing Food - a non-profit organisa¬ 
tion that’s doing important work 
to combat Denmark’s food waste 
(its partners include Too Good to 
Go, YourLocal and WeFood). 

UN statistics suggest that the 
global population will reach 9.8 
billion by 2050, which means 
food production will have to in¬ 
crease drastically to meet that de¬ 
mand. For organisations like Stop 
Spild Af Mad, reducing food waste 
lands among the main focus 
areas. It can seem overwhelming, 
but Abrahamsen recommends 
starting small: “Make an effort in 
planning your meals and shop¬ 
ping. Make sure you know and re¬ 
member what you have in the 
fridge, and make the content the 
defining factor of what to cook 
and eat.” 


POOCH CAFE 
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HEALTH CAPSULES® 
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2 Muslim women's veil 
(5) 

4 Illegal (7,3,3) 

5 Completely broken 
down (5) 

6 Area of high level 
ground (7) 

7 Relative speed (of 
progress) (4) 

8 Caress (6) 

13 Idolatry (anag) - 
with skill (8) 

15 Lightest metallic 
element (7) 

16 Fall asleep (3,3) 

18 Freshwater fish (5) 

20 Bond actor, Roger, 
d. 2017 (5) 

21 First in line (4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
August 30, 2019. 


■ Across 

I Ridge of sand (4) 

3 Cultivated plant of 
the genus Delphinium 
( 8 ) 

9 Redwood (7) 

10 Braid (5) 

II Enclose snugly (5) 
12 Chinwag (6) 

14 Eloquent and 
plausible (6-7) 

17 Fabric stiffener (6) 


19 1941 film about a 
young circus elephant 
born with large ears 
(5) 

22 Lloyd Webber 
musical (5) 

23 Omitted (4,3) 

24 Native American 
axe (8) 

25 Ever so (4) 

■ Down 

1 Scatter(8) 
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Nadal up and running in quick time 

Thiem and Tsitsipas’ campaigns cut short; Nishikori and Pliskova make the third round 



Giant-killer: Thomas Fabbiano produced one of the big upsets by taking out fourth seed Dominic Thiem on Tuesday, -ap 


IMPORTANT RESULTS 


US OPEN 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Rafael Nadal launched his tilt 
at a fourth U.S. Open title on 
Tuesday with a swift defeat 
of John Millman as other 
leading seeds in his half of 
the draw tumbled out in the 
first round. 

Four players in the world’s 
top 10 - Dominic Thiem, Ste- 
fanos Tsitsipas, Karen Kha- 
chanov and Roberto Bautista 
Agut - lost to ease Nadal’s 
potential path to the final. 

The Spanish second seed 
- champion in 2010, 2013 
and 2017 - needed barely 
two hours to see Millman off 
6-3, 6-2, 6-2 at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium with the World No. 
60 from Australia unable to 
reproduce the magic that 
saw him stun Roger Federer 
here a year ago. 

“The beginning, the first 
match, is always a little bit 
new even if I’ve played here 
plenty of times,” said Nadal. 
“I think I played well and in 
general am very happy with 
the way I started. 

Two-time French Open 
runner-up Thiem was upset 
by Italian giant-killer Tho¬ 
mas Fabbiano 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 
6-2, the Austrian fourth seed 
slumping to another first- 
round exit, having lost at the 
same stage at Wimbledon. 

Finding fault 

Greek eighth seed Tsitsipas 
struggled with cramps and 
accused umpires of having 
“preferences” after he fell to 
a 6-4,6-7(5), 7-6(7), 7-5 defeat 
by Next Gen rival Andrey Ru¬ 
blev in a gruelling four-hour 
slog. 

Tsitsipas, for whom it was 
also a second successive 
Grand Slam opening-round 


defeat, was hit with a point 
penalty for a time violation 
in the final set. 

Russian ninth seed Kha- 
chanov lost to Canada’s Va- 
sek Pospisil in five sets, with 
10th seed Bautista Agut of 
Spain succumbing in similar 
fashion to Mikhail Kukushkin 
of Kazakhstan to leave that 
quarter of the draw wide 
open for Nick Kyrgios. 

The volatile Australian 
eased past American Steve 
Johnson 6-3, 7-6(1), 6-4 in a 
match that finished at 1:12 
a.m. local time. 

Alexander Zverev, seeded 
sixth, outlasted Moldova’s 
Radu Albot 6-1, 6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 
6-2, while Marin Cilic, the 
2014 champion, advanced in 
straight sets over Slovakia’s 
Martin Klizan. 

Wimbledon champion Si¬ 
mona Halep, ousted in the 
opening round the past two 
years at Flushing Meadows, 
beat US lucky loser Nicole 
Gibbs 6-3, 3-6, 6-2. 

Former champion exits 

Sloane Stephens, the 2017 
champion, slid to a 6-3, 6-4 
loss to Russian qualifier An¬ 
na Kalinskaya. 

Meanwhile on Wednes¬ 
day, past U.S. Open runners- 
up Kei Nishikori and Karoli¬ 
na Pliskova advanced to the 
third round when most 
matches were delayed by 
showers. 

Japanese seventh seed 
Nishikori, the 2014 runner- 
up and a semifinalist in 2016 
and 2018, defeated Ameri¬ 
can Bradley Klahn 6-2, 4-6, 
6-3, 7-5 after two hours and 
44 minutes. 

Czech third seed Pliskova, 
seeking her first Grand Slam 
title and the top ranking, 
ousted 202nd-ranked Geor¬ 
gian qualifier Mariam Bolk- 
vadze 6-1, 6-4. 


Men: Second round: 7-Kei 
Nishikori (Jpn) bt Bradley 
Klahn (USA) 6-2, 4-6, 6-3, 7-5. 
First round: Andrey Rublev 
(Rus) bt 8-Stefanos Tsitsipas 
(Gre) 6-4, 6-7(5), 7-6(7), 7-5; 
24-Matteo Berrettini (Ita) bt 
Richard Gasquet (Fra) 6-4, 6-3, 
2-6, 6-2; 13-Gael Monfils (Fra) 
bt Albert Ramos (Esp) 7-6(2), 
6-4, 6-3; Denis Shapovalov 
(Can) bt 18-Felix Auger-Ali- 
assime (Can) 6-1, 6-1, 6-4; 
Pablo Andujar (Esp) bt 30-Kyle 
Edmund (GBr) 3-6, 7-6(1), 7-5, 
5-7, 6-2; Thomas Fabbiano (Ita) 
bt 4-Dominic Thiem (Aut) 6-4, 


3-6, 6-3, 6-2; 6-Alexander 
Zverev (Ger) bt Radu Albot 
(Mda) 6-1, 6-3, 3-6, 4-6, 6-2; 
29-Benoit Paire (Fra) bt Bray- 
den Schnur(Can) 6-2, 6-4, 6-4; 
20-Diego Schwartzman (Arg) 
bt Robin Haase (Ned) 6-3, 7-6 
(6), 6-0; Tennys Sandgren 
(USA) bt Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 
(Fra) 1-6, 6-7(2), 6-4, 7-6(5), 
7-5; Vasek Pospisil (Can) bt 9- 
Karen Khachanov (Rus) 4-6, 
7-5, 7-5, 4-6, 6-3; 14-John Is- 
ner (USA) bt Guillermo Garcia- 
Lopez (Esp) 6-3, 6-4, 6-4; 32- 
Fernando Verdasco (Esp) bt To¬ 
bias Kamke (Ger) 6-3, 3-6, 6-1, 


6-2; 2-Rafael Nadal (Esp) bt 
John Millman (Aus) 6-3, 6-2, 
6-2; 28-Nick Kyrgios (Aus) bt 
Steve Johnson (USA) 6-3, 7-6 
0), 6-4. 

Women: Second round: 3-Karo- 
lina Pliskova (Cze) bt Mariam 
Bolkvadze (Geo) 6-1, 6-4. 

First round: Magda Linette 
(Pol) bt Astra Sharma (Aus) 
6-3, 6-4; Timea Babos (Hun) bt 
28-Carla Suarez Navarro (Esp) 
6-2, 0-0, retd.; 21-Anett 

Kontaveit (Est) bt Sara Sorribes 
(Esp) 6-1, 6-1; 4-Simona Halep 
(Rou) bt Nicole Gibbs (USA) 
6-3, 3-6, 6-2; Aliona Bolsova 


(Esp) bt 31-Barbora Strycova 
(Cze) 6-3, 0-6, 6-1; 19-Caroline 
Wozniacki (Den) bt Wang Yafan 
(Chn) 1-6, 7-5, 6-3; 15-Bianca 
Andreescu (Can) bt Katie 
Volynets (USA) 6-2, 6-4; Alison 
Riske (USA) bt 24-Garbine 
Muguruza (Esp) 2-6, 6-1, 6-3; 
25-Elise Mertens (Bel) bt Jil 
Teichmann (Sui) 6-2, 6-2; 23- 
Donna Vekic (Cro) bt Richel Ho- 
genkamp (Ned) 7-6(4), 6-3; 9- 
Aryna Sabalenka (Blr) bt Vic¬ 
toria Azarenka (Blr) 3-6, 6-3, 
6-4; Anna Kalinskaya (Rus) bt 
11-Sloane Stephens (USA) 6-3, 
6-4. 


PASSING SHOTS 



Uninspired Tsitsipas lashes out at umpire 

Stefanos Tsitsipas called an umpire a "weirdo" after being told to 
hurry back onto court during his first-round loss to Andrey 
Rublev on Tuesday and later said he was struggling for 
inspiration in his game. "You are the worst. For some reason, you 
have something against me, I don’t know what. Because you're 
French probably. And you're all weirdos. You're all weirdos," the 
21 -year-old shouted, reuters 



'Grown-ups do grown-up 
things': Stephens 

Sloane Stephens refused to 
be drawn into a spat with 
Monica Puig after coach 
Kamau Murray split with the 
Puerto Rican to reunite with 
the former US Open winner 
recently. "I've seen some of 
the things that were said. I 
think that grown-ups do 
grown-up things. We should 
leave it in the past and we 
should move on. It doesn't 
have anything to do with me, 
so... Her side is her side," 
Stephens added. afp 



Nadal offers boat to 
Murray for Mallorca stay 

Rafael Nadal revealed on 
Tuesday he had offered to 
provide Andy Murray with his 
boat in Mallorca, where the 
Scot is playing in a second- 
tier Challenger event as part 
of his comeback following 
hip surgery. "I'm very happy 
to have Andy Murray playing 
there," Nadal said. "It's great 
news for us...l just texted him 
a couple days ago saying, 'If 
you need anything, just let 
me know. You want to go out 
with the boat or anything, I 
can help you, just let me 
know'.'' afp 


Riske's Bollywood dance moves, a superhit 

Alison Riske has made her name in tennis, but her biggest claim 
to fame might be the Bollywood dance moves from her wedding 
last month that became an internet sensation. Riske, playing in 
her first Grand Slam after getting married to Stephen Amritraj, 
the son of former India tennis player Anand Amritraj, said: "the 
whole weekend was awesome, just to have everyone that we 
love together - it was really special. There were so many 
highlights. I think my Bollywood dance went off well." 


After blow on neck, Smith thought of Hughes 


A chance for the hopefuls to impress 


These things happen and unfortunately missed what was a pretty amazing Test’ 


India-A takes on South Africa-A in the first unofficial one-dayer today 


THE ASHES 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LONDON 

Australian batting mainstay 
Steve Smith thought about 
his late teammate Phil 
Hughes right after being hit 
on the neck by England pac¬ 
er Jofra Archer in the second 
Ashes Test. 

Bit of past 

“I had a few things running 
through my head, particular¬ 
ly where I got hit, just a bit of 
past came up, if you know 
what I mean, from a few 
years ago. That was probably 
the first thing I thought 
about,” Smith told reporters 
in Derby referring to Hughes 
who passed away after being 
hit by a bouncer in a 2014 
Sheffield Shield match. 

Smith was found to have 
delayed concussion. 

“It wasn’t until later that 
evening that it hit me. When 
the doc asked me what did it 
feel like I said it felt like I had 
six beers last night and felt a 
little bit under the weather, 
without the six beers unfor¬ 
tunately. 

“That was the sort of feel¬ 
ing I got, that groggy feeling 



Eerie feeling: Steve Smith recalled that following the nasty blow off Jofra Archer, it felt like he 
had had too much alcohol, -afp 


and that stuck around for a 
couple of days. Not a nice 
place to be in but these 
things happen and unfortu¬ 
nately missed what was a 
pretty amazing Test match,” 
he said. 

With Ben Stokes playing 
one of the best Test match 
innings, England pulled off a 
one wicket win in Leeds, le¬ 
velling the five-match series 
at 1-1. 


‘Not going to change’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LONDON 

Steve Smith is expecting a 
lot of short balls to be 
directed at him in the 
fourth Test, but said he 
will not change the way 
he bats against Archer. 


“If they’re bowling up 
there it means they can’t 
nick me off, or hit me on 
the pad or hit the stumps, 
With the Dukes ball, I 
don’t know, that’s an 
interesting ploy. I’m not 
changing anything.” 



SA-A IN INDIA 


M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

South Africa-A’s tour of India 
holds significant interest for 
fringe players from both 
countries to be on their se¬ 
lectors’ radar as the series 
kicks off with the first ‘unoffi¬ 
cial’ one-dayer at the Sports 
Hub, Kariyavattom, on 
Thursday. 

South Africa-A is essential¬ 
ly a recce party with a hand¬ 
ful of experienced interna¬ 
tionals who will be testing 
the conditions in the sub¬ 
continent before the series 
against India in October. 

After the retirement of 
stalwarts Hashim Amla and 
J.P. Duminy and post the 
World Cup, South African 
cricket finds itself in transi¬ 
tion. The selectors will be 
looking keenly at this tour - 
which comprises five one- 
dayers and two four-day 
Tests - to find out players for 
the future. 

Captain Temba Bavuma 
said the tour will be impor¬ 
tant for his players to get 
used to alien conditions. He 
added there was no better 
place than India at the mo¬ 


ment to test the skills and 
ability. 

A few players like Hein¬ 
rich Klassen, who was a last- 
minute replacement in the 
South African Test squad to 
India, Reeza Hendricks and 
Beuran Hendricks will want 
to use this opportunity to 
put their stuttering interna¬ 
tional career on the right 
track. 

Firepower 

Bavuma believes his side has 
enough firepower to stand 
up to the collective expe¬ 


rience of India 
internationals. 

India-A captain Manish 
Pandey said his team was 
keen to continue the win¬ 
ning habit after the trium¬ 
phant series in the West In¬ 
dies. 

Though, on paper, India-A 
has more internationals in its 
ranks, Pandey is expecting a 
tough challenge. 

“We have been playing 
well as a team in the last two 
years. We have won the last 
series against the West In¬ 
dies and are keen to conti¬ 


nue the momentum. The ‘A’ 
series against South Africa 
will be a good platform for 
all of us to impress the selec¬ 
tors. It will be a tough se¬ 
ries,” he said. 

The Indian selectors will 
be keenly watching the per¬ 
formances of a few players 
before they pick the T20 
squad for the South Africa 
series. 

Vijay Shankar, who is 
making a comeback after in¬ 
juring his toe during the 
World Cup, will be keen to 
impress and so will be Yuz- 
vendra Chahal, who had an 
underwhelming World Cup. 
The teams (from): 

India-A: Manish Pandey (Capt.), 
Ruturaj Gaikwad, Shubman Gill, 
Anmolpreet Singh, Ricky Bhui, 
Ishan Kishan (wk), Vijay Shan¬ 
kar, Shivam Dube, Krunal Pan- 
dya, Axar Patel, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, ShardulThakur, Deepak 
Chahar, Khaleel Ahmed, and 
Nitish Rana. 

South Africa-A: Temba Bavuma 
(Capt.), Matthew Breetzke, 
Kyle Verrynne, Junior Dala, 
Theunis de Bruyn, Bjorn For- 
tuin, Beuran Hendricks, Reeza 
Hendricks, Heinrich Klaasen 
(wk), George Linde, Janneman 
Malan, Marco Jansen, Anrich 
Nortje, Sinethemba Qeshile, 
and Lutho Sipamla. 


Paul replaces 
Cummins for 
Jamaica Test 


IANS 

ST.JOHN’S (ANTIGUA) 

All-rounder Keemo Paul 
has replaced fast bowler 
Miguel Cummins in the 
West Indies’ 13-member 
squad for the second Test 
against India, starting on 
Friday in Jamaica. 

Paul, who missed the 
first Test due to an ankle in¬ 
jury, is now available for se¬ 
lection, the West Indies 
Cricket Board (WICB) said 
in a statement. 

The squad: Jason Holder 
(captain), Kraigg Braithwaite, 
Darren Bravo, Shamarh 
Brooks, John Campbell, Ros- 
ton Chase, Rakheem Corn¬ 
wall, Jahmar Hamilton, Shan¬ 
non Gabriel, Shimron 
Hetmyer, Shai Hope, Keemo 
Paul, Kemar Roach. 



Haryana Steelers’ merry run continues 

Facile win over Fortunegiants pushes them to the third spot 



Doing his bit: Vikas Kandola scoring a point for Haryana Steelers. -sandeepsaxena 


PKL 


ANAN T KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

Haryana Steelers, with Vikas 
Kandola excelling again, de¬ 
feated Gujarat Fortunegiants 
41-25 for its third win here on 
Wednesday. Apart from at¬ 
tack, Fortunegiants were al¬ 
so overpowered by Steelers’ 
defence. 

Kandola (eight points), 
Prashanth Kumar Rai (eight 
points) and Ravi Kumar, with 
a High 5 (six tackle points), 
led an all-round perfor¬ 
mance from the Steelers, 
which moved them to the 
third spot. 

Three minutes into the 
game, Gujarat was reduced 
to five men but a successful 



raid by Abolfazl Maghsodlu- 
mahalli put Dharamaraj 
Cheralathan and Vikas Kale 
out. In the process Fortune¬ 
giants’ Maghsodlumahalli re¬ 
gistered 150 points in the 



PKL and Rohit Guila 150 raid 
points. 

It took 15 minutes for the 
Giants to get their first tackle 
point of the match, when 
Ruturaj Koravi tackled Kan¬ 



dola. Thrice in the match 
Steelers inflicted an all-out 
on Fortunegiants. The first 
half score saw Steelers lead¬ 
ing 20-11. 

When play resumed, Guja¬ 



rat got it’s first super tackle 
point when Gurunath More 
tackled Kandola, sending 
him to the bench. In the pro¬ 
cess More registered 150 
points in the league. 

It was apparent Steelers 
were dragging Giants to a de¬ 
feat, leading 38-18 with just 
six minutes left. 

Steelers was down to just 
one man with 16 seconds re¬ 
maining but that didn’t mat¬ 
ter because they had already 
sealed the win. 

The results: Haryana Steelers 
41 (Vikas Kandola 8, Prashanth 
Kumar Rai 8) bt Gujarat Fortu¬ 
negiants 25 (Abolfazl Maghso¬ 
dlumahalli 4, Gurunath More 
4). 

Dabang Delhi 40 (Naveen 
Kumar 11, Ravinder Pahal 8) bt 
U Mumba 24 (Arjun Deshwal 7, 
Sandeep Narwal 6). 


#throwback 



Hefty congratulations: P.T. Usha shared a photograph of a 
young Sindhu sitting on her lap. '@Pvsindhu1 success will 
inspire generations to come!' ■ p.t. usha/twitter 
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Coaching, like teaching, is a thankless job: Vimal Kumar 

The former National badminton champion feels that players should take more responsibility and be less dependent on mentors 


DRONACHARYA 


N. SU DARSHAN 

BENGALURU 

Despite a successful playing 
career, U. Vimal Kumar never 
received the Arjuna award. 
However, after over two de¬ 
cades spent coaching and 
grooming players such as P. 
Gopi Chand, Aparna Popat 
and P. Kashyap at the Prakash 
Padukone Badminton Acade¬ 
my here, there is recognition 
finally in the form of the pres¬ 
tigious Dronacharya award. 

The 57-year-old spoke to 
The Hindu ahead of Thurs¬ 
day’s awards ceremony. 
Excerpts 

Your thoughts on the award? 

I am quite happy with it. I 
wasn't expecting it and wasn’t 
even aware that the process 
was on. But everybody likes 
recognition and I am no 
different. 

You didn’t get the Arjuna 
Award as a player. So how 
important or big is this? 

I have always felt that awards 
shouldn’t be asked for. Back 
then, BAI wasn’t very happy 
with me shifting to England 
for a majority of my playing 


career. I still played for India 
for nearly 14 years, including 
the Olympics and Asian 
Games. But somehow it 
didn’t work. 

When I was young, I felt 
bad, but [not now]. Even if I 
had not received the Drona¬ 
charya, it wouldn’t have af¬ 
fected me because it is all for 
just one week and then it is 
forgotten. 

I could actually under¬ 
stand the feelings of H.S. 
Prannoy [when he didn’t get 
Arjuna]. But I told him that 
that was not the time to look 
for an award, in the middle of 
the World Championships. I 
feel awards, like Arjuna, 
should be given in the twi¬ 
light of your career. Saina 
[Nehwal] got the Padma 
Bhushan but she was upset 
the first time she didn’t get it. 
I told her that she had a long 
way to go. Milkha Singh was 
never given an Arjuna award! 
The youngsters need to be 
patient. 

Does coaching big players 
add weight? Saina came 
under your wings when she 
was already an Olympic 
medallist... 

Saina’s training at the Prakash 
Academy did make a diffe¬ 



Recognition, at last! VimaL Kumar, who has groomed players Like Gopi Chand, Aparna Popat and 
P. Kashyap, among others, has been chosen for the highest honour, -g.p. sampath kumar 


rence to her game. She could 
get a medal at the Worlds af¬ 
ter a low phase in her career. 
But that doesn't mean you get 
a Dronacharya for that. Just 
because you have coached so¬ 
mebody big, you don’t get it. 


Some coaches are good at 
the primary level, some at the 
intermediate and others at 
the advanced stages. All these 
coaches should be recog¬ 
nised. This is currently not 
happening in India. Even 


primary school teachers are 
forgotten. Only the IIMs and 
IITs get [recognised]. This 
should change. 

What are the aspects of a 
good coach? 


■ Vimal worked as a waiter in 
an Italian restaurant close 
to the Wimbledon club 

■ There would be a scramble 
to serve stars like McEnroe 
and Navratilova in order to 
get extra tips 


■ Padukone was our idol, a 
self-taught, self-made guy. 
When we started the 
academy, he stressed on 
not losing things that come 
naturally 


As a coach, what I have learnt 
is that we shouldn’t make 
players too dependent on us. 
You have to help them take 
responsibility and tell them, 
‘success, failure... everything 
is on you. We are behind you 
and can only guide.’ The 
players’ mindset is like this: 
they will ask for 100 things. 
You give them all 100 but they 
will find the 101st thing to 
harp on. But I always stress 
on them taking responsibility. 
Also, when there is a small 
success, we shouldn’t hype it 
up. We should keep them 
grounded. 

How did you go about 


acquiring these? 

I started coaching in England 
when I was just 22. As part of 
my Slazenger contract, I had 
to devote 15 days’ time for 
coaching youngsters. I also 
learnt a lot from Tom John 
who was in England then. He 
was a tough taskmaster. I was 
staying with him and then 
one fine morning he said, 
‘now you need to be on your 
own’. I didn’t know where to 

go- 

I applied to an Italian res¬ 
taurant very close to the 
Wimbledon club where I 
used to practise. I worked as a 
waiter daily from 6 p.m. to 
midnight. All the big tennis 
stars, Martina [Navratilova], 
[John] McEnroe, would come 
and we would fight to serve 
them because you could get 
extra tips! So you basically 
took more responsibility of 
yourself, unlike now when 
most things are spoon-fed. 
We were better organised, I 
would say. And these things 
helped me in my coaching. 
Prakash Padukone influenced 
you as a player. How much of 
it helped you in coaching? 

He was our idol, a self-taught, 
self-made guy. A lot of his 
views on playing and coach¬ 


ing we still follow. For exam¬ 
ple, he never worried about 
the things he didn’t have, like 
the fitness or the speed of the 
Chinese and Indonesians. But 
he was clever and still dictat¬ 
ed the pace, controlled rallies 
and had a good net game. 
When we started the acade¬ 
my, this is what he stressed 
on - to not lose things that 
come naturally. Of course, 
you should add things to your 
game, but to not lose what 
you have is one principle I 
still insist on. 

How have players’ 
expectations from coaches 
changed over the years? 

This generation wants coach¬ 
es to be with them 24x7. Dur¬ 
ing matches, during practice, 
etc. I don’t agree with that. Al¬ 
so, as a coach, you shouldn’t 
hold on to players. You need 
to understand that players 
have short careers. When Sai¬ 
na told me that she wanted to 
go back to Hyderabad and 
give it a try with the Indone¬ 
sian coach, I appreciated 
that. Sometimes it can hurt 
you, but coaching, like teach¬ 
ing, is a thankless job. You 
can’t be sentimental about it. 


Gagan rewarded for igniting wave of interest 

Has spread shooting across India and helped youngsters reach world standards 



Unique award: The KheL Protsahan is a recognition for giving 
back to the sport, feels Gagan Narang. -special arrangement 


Fouaad Mirza eyes Olympic qualification 

Injury to Asian Games silver-winning horse makes his task difficult 



Overcoming an obstacle: Fouaad Mirza, astride Seigneur Medicott at the 2018 Asian Games, is 
preparing diligently with two other steeds because of injury to his preferred mount. ■ file photo 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

He is one of the most accom¬ 
plished and decorated sport¬ 
smen in the country. Former 
World and Olympic medal¬ 
list Gagan Narang was bes¬ 
towed the Arjuna award in 
2005 and the Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Ratna award in 2011. 

On Thursday, Gagan will 
have the unique distinction 
of getting the Khel Protsahan 
award from the President at 
the Rashtrapati Bhawan, for 
spreading shooting sport 
across the country and giv¬ 
ing direction to the young¬ 
sters to reach world stan¬ 
dards in a short time. 

Special recognition 

“This award is special. It is a 
recognition for giving back 
to the system and to the 
sport. The focus has been to 
help the shooters with better 
performances and also to 
broadbase the sport. People 
had many questions, wheth¬ 
er the sport was accessible, 
affordable,” said Gagan, as 
he interacted with the media 
on the eve of the Arjuna 
award function. 

Expressing gratitude to 
Lakshya for helping the Ga¬ 
gan Narang Sports Founda¬ 


tion with an initial invest¬ 
ment of ^20 lakh, Gagan 
recalled that he had put all 
his cash awards from the 
Commonwealth Games to 
set the ‘Gun for Glory’ ball 
rolling, along with Pawan 
Singh. 

“The 20 shooters that we 
worked on initially went on 
to win 60 international me¬ 
dals. That motivated us to ex¬ 
pand and reach out to talent¬ 
ed juniors in other parts of 
the country. 

“With whatever money 
we have, we try to support 


talented shooters,” said 
Gagan. 

Not an easy sport 

Shooting is not that easy a 
sport to practise, owing to 
the cost of the equipment 
and other procedures. And 
once somebody buys a rifle 
for about two lakhs, he gets 
stuck with the sport for a few 
years, irrespective of his 
ability or interest. 

“I had faced many hurdles 
in my journey as a shooter. 
Now, when you have a sys¬ 
tem, you cut a lot of time. 


and help the juniors achieve 
world standards quicker. 
What we did in 10 years, 
these kids achieve in three or 
four years. Now, anyone can 
just walk in and start in the 
sport without spending 
much money,” said Gagan 
who has 11 centres across the 
country in eight States. 

The process has also 
helped a lot of former shoo¬ 
ters to get into coaching and 
guide the juniors more 
efficiently. 

Expecting better fare 

With the system streamlined 
nicely, and with the govern¬ 
ment and national federa¬ 
tion playing their part well, 
Gagan was confident that the 
Indian shooters would fare 
much better in the Tokyo 
Olympics next year, and 
wipe the disappointment of 
having drawn a blank in Rio 
in 2016. 

On a lighter note about his 
shooting and highlighting 
the quality of performance 
reached by the rest, Gagan 
said that he would need a mi¬ 
racle to make the Indian 
team for the Asian cham¬ 
pionship that offers the final 
set of Olympic quota places 
for Tokyo. 


RAKE SH RAO 

NEW DELHI 

Riding on optimism, Fouaad 
Mirza is looking beyond the 
injury to his preferred 
mount and preparing two 
other horses to help him 
qualify for the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. 

Winner of individual and 
team silver medals in the last 
Asian Games, Mirza is in the 
Capital to receive the Arjuna 
Award on Thursday. 

Loss of motivation 

Talking about Olympic quali¬ 
fication in the background of 
the setback received follow¬ 
ing a ligament injury to his 
silver medal-winning horse. 
Seigneur Medicott, Mirza re¬ 
vealed, “Though I remained 
driven, I lost motivation 
when Medicott was injured. 
But I had no choice. Since I 
still have some time, I am 
training systematically with 
the other two horses. Fern- 
hill Facetime and Touching- 
wood. I hope to make it.” 

Mirza, 27, trains under 
German coach, Olympic 
bronze medallist Bettina 
Hoy at Warendorf, Germany. 


Talking about the Olympic 
field of about 65, Mirza said, 
“I think finishing in the 
top-20 would be a great 
achievement. We will have 
the best of riders on the best 
of mounts in the world. I 
hope things go as per plans 
and we don’t have injury 
issues.” 

Mirza is also the first civi¬ 
lian to be nominated for the 


Arjuna Award. Feeling hum¬ 
bled by the honour bes¬ 
towed, Mirza said, “Arjuna 
award means the world to 
me. In fact, it means more to 
equestrian in the country.” 

Mirza said he was not sure 
how he would celebrate the 
honour since he was due to 
travel the following day to 
his training base in 
Germany. 


He is scheduled to take 
part in an event in Poland 
next week. 

“From now, my aim is to 
collect points each time I 
participate so that I qualify 
for Tokyo Olympics by the 
cut-off date (of December 31, 
2019),” said Mirza who plans 
to take part in at least five 
disciplines in the remainder 
of the year. 


‘Better sense 
will prevail’ 

KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

He was one of the star per¬ 
formers who captured the 
imagination of the people 
and made shooting such a 
vibrant sport in the Com¬ 
monwealth Games. 

Gagan Narang was hope¬ 
ful that “better sense 
would prevail” and that 
shooting would be retained 
in the CWG in Birmingham 
in 2022. 

The Birmingham organ¬ 
isers have repeatedly ruled 
out shooting from their 
schedule, but the Indian 
government and the Na¬ 
tional Rifle Association of 
India (NRAI) have been 
pursuing the subject with 
the hosts along with the 
support of the ISSF. 

Boycott not fair 

“A boycott of the CWG will 
not be fair on the other ath¬ 
letes. However, am sure 
that the NRAI, government 
and the ISSF are looking at 
all possible solutions to the 
situation,” said Gagan. 

He also pointed out that 
the ISSF was even offering 
financial assistance to con¬ 
duct shooting to ensure 
that the sport continued to 
be part of the CWG. 

With three years to go 
for the Games, it looks like 
the last word on shooting 
has not been said yet, even 
though time is running out. 



Mendis calls it quits 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Sri Lanka mystery spinner 
Ajantha Mendis on Wednes¬ 
day announced his retire¬ 
ment from all forms of the 
game. 

The 34-year old, who 
made his debut for Sri Lan¬ 
ka in 2008 and last played 
international cricket in 
2015, took 288 wickets for 
his country across the three 
formats. Famous for his ‘car- 
rom ball’, Mendis snapped 
up 70 wickets in 19 Tests, 152 
in 87 ODIs and 66 in 39 
T20Is, but he couldn’t pro¬ 
long his career due to inju¬ 
ries and loss of form. 

“Congratulations menda 
on a short but great career. 
Unfortunately injuries kept 
u away but god is kind and 
will open plenty of avenues 
to you. Stay blessed,” Form¬ 
er skipper Angelo Mathew 
wrote on twitter. 

Mendis, who last featured 
in an ODI against New Zea¬ 
land in Christchurch, was 
the fastest to reach 50 ODI 
wickets and is the only bow¬ 
ler to take a six-wicket haul 
in T20Is twice. 

The 34-year-old had burst 
on to the scene at the Asia 
Cup when he took six for 13 



Ajantha Mendis. -afp 


as Sri Lanka notched up a 
100-run win against India in 
the final in 2008. He re¬ 
ceived a Test call-up against 
India the same year and 
took 26 wickets in a three- 
match series at home which 
Sri Lanka won 2-1. 




Format 


Inn 

W 

BBI 

BBM 

Econ 

SR 


Tests 

19 

31 

70 

6/99 

10/209 

3.08 

67.5 

4 

ODIs 

87 

84 

152 

6/13 

6/13 

4.80 

27.3 

3 

T20ls 

39 

39 

66 

6/8 

6/8 

6.45 

13.4 

2 




Dortmund sets sights on 
Indian market: Cramer 

‘We are talking to clubs to decide the right approach’ 



FOOTBALL 


SATTW IK BISWAL 

COLOGNE 

India, as a football market, 
has great potential and Bun- 
desliga giant Borussia Dort¬ 
mund (BVB) wants to reach 
out by sending a legends 
team and also making a part¬ 
nership with an Indian foot¬ 
ball club. 

Carsten Cramer, manag¬ 
ing director of BVB, on Fri¬ 
day confirmed that the le¬ 
gends game could happen in 
India next year. 

Latest by next year 

“The legends game is one we 
are on our way and could 
happen latest by next year. 
We have to make the deci¬ 
sion of where to play and 
with whom - will it be a local 
legends team or internation¬ 
al legends team. 

“When we arrive with a 
legend or a professional 
team the crowd needs to be 
there. But for this to happen 
we need to be well prepared. 
It is a target definitely,” 
Cramer said. 

The 2010-11 and 2011-12 
Bundesliga champion club is 
looking for a partner club in 
India, after having signed 



■ The 2010-11 and 2011-12 
Bundesliga champion is 
looking for a partner club 
in India 

■ It is an interesting market 
and Dortmund would like 
to do it in a certain way 
that fits the Indian people 


partnerships in Thailand, 
China and Malaysia. 

Not done by rumours 

“I visited two clubs and 
don’t want to talk about 
things that are not signed 
yet. Our business is not done 
by rumours, it is done by 
facts and commitment. At 
the moment, I won’t bring 



more rumours to the table, 
but yes we are talking to 
clubs and then decide the 
right approach,” Cramer 
confirmed. 

The legends team’s visit 
could sound a precursor to 
BVB’s visit to India next, but 
Cramer says it will take some 
time. 

“It is an interesting mar¬ 
ket and Dortmund would 
like to do it in a certain way 
that fits the Indian people, 
with the focus on building 
and sustaining grassroots in¬ 
itiatives... The visit of our 
team will take some time,” 
he said. 

(The writer was in Germa¬ 
ny on an invitation from 
Bundesliga) 


Neymar features in 
Netflix drama 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

Neymar announced on 
Tuesday he had “realised” 
his dream with a cameo ap¬ 
pearance as a monk in his 
favourite Netflix show. 

The Brazilian was origi¬ 
nally edited out of two epi¬ 
sodes of La Casa de Papel 
(Money Heist) by Netflix 
pending the outcome of his 
rape case. 

Once Brazilian police 
dropped their investigation 
last month, Netflix re-re- 
leased the episodes to in¬ 
clude the Paris Saint-Ger¬ 
main forward, much to the 
27-year-old's delight. 

“I was able to realize my 
dream and be part of my fa¬ 
vourite series. 

“And now I can share 
Joao (his character) with 


you all! Thank you @lacasa- 
depapel!” he told his Twit¬ 
ter followers. 

The world's most expen¬ 
sive player has a small role 
in Season 3 of the crime dra¬ 
ma, which follows a gang of 
robbers and their assault on 
the Bank Of Spain. 

“I don't like football nor 
to party,” Neymar's charac¬ 
ter tells one of the show's 
main characters. 

“At the World Cup, I al¬ 
ways pray for our team,” he 
adds. 

Later on Wednesday, 
Neymar trained with his Pa¬ 
ris Saint-Germain team¬ 
mates as reports in France 
and Spain indicated a pro¬ 
tracted deal to take him 
back to his old club Barcelo¬ 
na may still be reached be¬ 
fore the transfer deadline. 



Back on air: The episodes of La Casa de Papel featuring 
Neymar were re-released after police dropped their 
investigation in his rape case, -afp 
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TV PICKS 


Cricket: India-A vs South 
Africa-A, first one-day match, 
Star Sports 1 (SD & HD), 9 

a.m. 

KPL: Star Sports 3, 7 p.m. 
PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 

US Open tennis: SS Select 1 
(SD & HD), 8.30 p.m. & SS Se¬ 
lect 2 (SD & HD), 9.30 p.m. 

Wassan to head 
senior selection 
panel 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former India speedster 
Atul Wassan returns to the 
Ferozeshah Kotla as chair¬ 
man of the senior selection 
committee. He will have 
Anil Bhardwaj and Vineet 
Jain as co-selectors. 

The 51-year-old Wassan 
was head of the selection 
committee for the 2017-18 
season when Delhi finished 
runner-up in the Ranji Tro- 

phy- 

Bhardwaj, 65, played 40 
matches for Orissa from 
1975 to 1987, aggregating 
1624 runs. Jain, a medium- 
pacer, played First Class 
cricket for Haryana and 
Tripura in a career lasting 
from 1993 to 2008. 

The committees: 

Senior: Atul Wassan (chair¬ 
man), Anil Bhardwaj and Vi¬ 
neet Jain. 

Junior: Mayank Tehlan (chair¬ 
man), Chetan Sharma and 
Pradeep Chawla. 



Atul Wassan. -file photo 

EB, Bagan 
post wins 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO LICATA 

East Bengal and Mohun Ba¬ 
gan registered contrasting 
wins in the Calcutta Foot¬ 
ball League premier divi- 
sion-A fixtures on Wednes¬ 
day. 

East Bengal blanked 
Aryan Club 3-0 at home for 
its second win, while de¬ 
fending champion Bagan 
had to work hard to down 
BSS Sporting Club 2-1 in the 
other match at Kalyani 
Stadium. 

East Bengal found the 
lead three minutes before 
the interval when sea¬ 
soned midfielder Lalrindi- 
ka Ralte made the most of a 
cross from Brandon Vanlal- 
remdika. 

Striker Jaime Santos Co- 
lado doubled the lead just 
after the hour-mark when 
his 1-2 with Ralte created 
an opening in the Aryan 
box and he finished the 
move beating Kadir. 

Santos made it 3-0 in the 
89th minute to help East 
Bengal reach six points 
from three outings. 

In the other contest, Sal- 
va Chamorro nodded 
home the lead for Bagan in 
the 31st minute, cashing in 
on a cross from Nongdom- 
ba Naorem. 

Bagan’s lead was soon 
neutralised by William 
Opoku, who got the equal¬ 
iser for BSS Sporting in the 
32nd minute. Nongdomba 
put Bagan ahead in the 
47th minute and the side 
held on to the advantage to 
notch up its maiden win. 


Arpinder wins but falls short of Doha qualifying mark 


Official, whose goof-up affected the triple jumper’s performance, suspended for a year 


INTER-STATE ATHLETICS 


UTHR A GANESAN 

LUCKNOW 

He was the biggest hope to 
qualify for the World Cham¬ 
pionships from the 59th In¬ 
ter-State athletics meet here 
but triple jumper Arpinder 
Singh fell short of the mark 
by 12 centimetres, a combi¬ 
nation of factors not helping 
his cause. 

Arpinder still managed 
16.83 metres - his best this 
season and 4th best overall - 
but it wasn’t enough for Do¬ 
ha (16.95m). 

“It is disappointing. The 
hot, humid weather was not 
ideal but I was prepared for 
it. I was not prepared for se¬ 
ven jumps, though,” he 
admitted. 

Surprise second 

Karnataka’s Karthik U was 
the surprise runner-up with 
a massive 16.80m jump, fol¬ 
lowed by Mohd. Salahuddin, 
who managed 16.79m for his 
personal best. 

The seven jumps were 
courtesy a goof-up by the 
technical officials during the 
event who abruptly changed 
the order of participation for 
the final round. Initially the 
last participant to complete a 
round, Arpinder was asked 
to be the first to complete his 
sixth and final jump. 

“I kept telling them I was 


s. 4 



i 




Not a pleasant day: Champion triple jumper Arpinder Singh's agony at being unable to attain 
the Doha qualifying mark was compounded by a glaring error by an official, -special arrangement 


to go last but they refused to 
listen. I had no time to even 
consult my coaches,” Arpin¬ 
der shrugged. 

His final jump went for 
16.80m before his coaches - 
Antony Yaich of JSW and Na¬ 
tional coach Bibhu Mathews 
- confronted the officials 
who accepted their mistake 


and cancelled the jump al¬ 
lowing him to go again. By 
then, though, he was com¬ 
pletely drained. 

Emergency meeting 

The AFI, meanwhile, held an 
emergency meeting late in 
the evening and decided to 
take strict action against the 


India Green would strive to 
make it to the summit clash 

India Red has already assured itself of a final spot 


DULEEP TROPHY 


SHRE EDUTTA CHIDANANDA 

BENGALURU 

India Green will look to earn 
a spot in the final of the Du- 
leep Trophy when it takes 
on India Red in the third and 
final league game at the Alur 
grounds from Thursday. 

Frustrating time 

Faiz Fazal’s India Green en¬ 
dured a frustrating time in 
the tournament’s opening 
encounter at the Just Cricket 
ground earlier this month, 
when rain played spoil¬ 
sport. 

Only 49 overs of play 
were possible in total, with 
days two, three and four 
washed out. 

In the little action that did 
unfold, Ishan Porel man¬ 


aged to take three for 26 as 
Green reduced Blue to 112 
for six. Both sides left the ve¬ 
nue with a single point. 

Twelve days later, Fazal’s 
men will take the field again, 
hoping to earn the three 
points that will guarantee 
them a spot in the final. 

The likes of Priyam Garg, 
who earlier this month cap¬ 
tained India U-19 to victory 
in the Tri-Nation tourna¬ 
ment in England, and Rahul 
Chahar, fresh from an India 
debut in the West Indies T20 
series, will be eager to make 
an impression. 

India Red, on the other 
hand, has already firmed up 
its berth in the day-night tit¬ 
le clash after claiming three 
points against India Blue 
earlier this week. 

Karun Nair and Anlcit Kal- 
si starred with the bat as Red 


took the first-innings lead 
before the game meandered 
to a draw. 

Nair made 99 and 166 n.o. 
in the first and second in¬ 
nings respectively, in the 
process recording a first- 
class century after a gap of 
nearly two years. 

Able support 

He was ably supported by 
Himachal Pradesh’s Anlcit 
Kalsi, who scored 106 and 
64 in the two innings. 

Jaydev Unadkat, Avesh 
Khan and Vidarbha spinner 
Alcshay Wakhare all enjoyed 
good outings with the ball 
for India Red in that game 
and will hope to maintain 
that form. 

A decent contest may be 
expected from Saturday, as 
long as both sets of players 
remain interested. 


erring officials. 

Nupur, the technical offi¬ 
cial responsible for the goof- 
up has been suspended for 
one year from all meets by 
the AFI’s technical commit¬ 
tee that met to decide on the 
issue under the chairman¬ 
ship of Ravinder Chaudhary. 

After a long period of con- 


UTR tourney 
from Sept. 20 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The third leg of the Dream- 
big UTR tennis tournament 
will be held in Hyderabad 
from September 20 to 22. 

According to Tushar Li- 
berhan, a former top junior 
tennis player who is orga¬ 
nising the series, the tour¬ 
nament aims to provide ju¬ 
nior tennis players of all 
levels with level-based 
competition, with the ad¬ 
vantage of the Universal 
Tennis Rating (UTR). 

The tournament, with a 
registration fee of $60 will 
offer a minimum of three 
matches to a player on a 
league basis. Top perform¬ 
ers from the boys’ and girls’ 
events will gain direct entry 
to the Silver series tennis 
camp. It will be a four-day 
event with a two-day UTR 
tournament and a two-day 
camp with tennis coaches 
from top US Colleges that 
offer scholarships to talent¬ 
ed players. 


stantly changing coaches 
and training style, Arpinder 
has been training at JSW’s In¬ 
spire Institute of Sports for 
the past four months and the 
difference was visible in both 
his technique and physique. 

Ordinary display 

It was also the only event 
where the medallists pushed 
each other to give their best 
on a day that saw another 
round of ordinary perfor¬ 
mances and below-par 
achievements. 

Dharun Ayyasamy and 
Mohan Raja, the two federa¬ 
tion entries in the 400m, had 
ordinary outings. The only 
other high point was Iranian 
Mahdi Pirjahan clocking 
49.33s in the 400m hurdles, 
narrowly missing the Worlds 
mark (49.00) but managing 
to set a new meet record. 

The results: 

Men: 200m: Nithin (TN, 
20.91s), 2. Akshay Nain (Del, 
21.39), 3. Abhinav Panwar (Del, 
21.47); 400m: 1. Alex Antony 
(46.17), 2. Harsh Singh (Har, 
46.64), 3. Sachin Roby (Kar, 
46.96); 800m: 1. Mohammed P 
(Ker, 1:48.35), 2. Mujamil 

Ameer (TN, 1:49.03), 3. Ankit 
(Har, 1:49.95); 400m hurdles: 
1. Mahdi Pirjahan (Iri, 49.33), 2. 
Jagdeesh Chandra (Kar, 50.85), 
3. Jithin Paul (Ker, 15.92); Triple 
jump: 1. Arpinder Singh (Pun, 
16.83m), 2. Karthik U (Kar, 
16.80), 3. Md. Salahuddin (TN, 
16.79); Shot put: 1. Inderjeet 
Singh (Har, 19.73), 2. Jasdeep 


NADA deputes 
officials 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

The Hindu's repeated 
attempts to highlight the 
absence of anti-doping 
officials here seem to 
have had the desired 
impact with NADA finally 
deputing a 5-member 
team for the remaining 
two days of the meet. 

An official mail to the 
organisers late on 
Wednesday afternoon 
seeking technical 
support finally confirmed 
the visit. The mail names 
technical official Yogesh 
Sharma and Dope 
Control Officer Yashpreet 
Kaur from Delhi along 
with three local male 
scientists for collecting 
the samples. However, 
those who won medals 
across 19 disciplines on 


the first two days are 
unlikely to be available 
for the same. 

Interestingly, perhaps 
for the first time ever 
there was a public 
announcement of NADA 
officials arriving at a 
meet! The announcer 
even asked the medallists 
of the 19 disciplines, “to 
stay back in the city and 
give their samples on 
Thursday”. 

It now remains to be 
seen how many samples 
NADA is able to manage 
in the next days even 
though some of the big 
names in the fray - 
including triple jumper 
Arpinder Singh and 
quartermiler Dharun 
Ayyasamy - have already 
finished their events 
here. 


Dhillon (Pun, 17.77), 3. Shakti 
Rathore (Raj, 17.20); 20km 
walk: 1. Sandeep Kumar (Har, 
1:27:25.47s), 2. Irfan KT (Ker, 
1:28:20.94), 3. Chandan Singh 
(Utk, 1:28:21.29). 

Women: 800m: 1. Chitra Unnik- 
rishnan (Ker, 2:02.96s), 2. Jessy 
Joseph (Ker, 2:07.09), 3. Prami- 


la Yadav (UP, 2:07.62); 400m 
hurdles: 1. Arpitha Manjunatha 
(Kar, 59.98), 2. Aarthi (TN, 
1:00.48), 3. Dhivya J (TN, 
1:01.06). 

Long jump: 1. Nayana James 
(TN, 6:20m), 2. Priyanka Ker- 
ketta (Jha, 6.13m), 3. Harshini 
Saravanan (TN, 6.07m). 


Psychic Force favoured for feature 


mysuru: Psychic Force, who has 
been well tuned, is expected to 
score in the H.H. Sri Jayachama- 
raja Wadiyar Memorial Trophy 
(1,600m), the feature event of the 
opening day’s races to be held 
here on Thursday (Aug. 29). False 
rails (width about 5m from 
1,600m to the winning post) will 
be in position. 

1 SOMANATHPUR PLATE 
(1,200m), rated 00 to 25, 2-00 
pm: 1. Breaking Away (11) Gautam 
Raj 61.5, 2. Pikachu (6) H.M. Ak¬ 
shay 61.5, 3. Star Gunns (5) Ar- 
shad 61.5, 4. My Queen (7) C. 
Jaiswar 61, 5. Tough Sussex (8) 
Madhu Babu 61, 6. Star Style (10) 
J. Paswan 59.5, 7. Velvet Rose (1) S. 
Qureshi 58, 8. Golden Cruise (4) 
Santosh IC 56, 9. Swiss Tigress (3) 
K. Raghu 55,10. Vroom Vroom (2) 
Ajeet K 54.5, 11. Precious Script 
(12) Sai ICiran 54 and 12. Celestar 

(9) Rajesh IC 50.5. 

1. TOUGH SUSSEX, 

2. STAR STYLE, 3. STAR GUNNS 

2 INDRADHANUSH PLATE (DIV. 

ii), (1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 2- 
30:1. Hananiah (4) C. Umesh 60, 
2. ICaguya Himei (7) Ajay IC 60, 3. 
Magic Stream (1) Zervan 59.5, 4. 
Ramon (3) Rayan 59.5, 5. Red In¬ 
dian (12) Nazerul 59, 6. Incredible 
Star (11) Sai ICumar 58.5, 7. Light¬ 
ning Attack (6) Darshan 58.5, 8. 
Lady Majestic (8) Md. Asif IChan 

57.5, 9. Spiritualqueen (2) N. 
Jodha 57.5, 10. Glorious Days (9) 
T.S. Jodha 56.5, 11. All In (5) 
Rajesh IC 55.5 and 12. Speedster 

(10) S. Shareef 55. 

1. MAGIC STREAM, 2. HANANIAH, 

3. RED INDIAN 


3 B.K. KRISHNADEVARAJ URS 
MEMORIAL TROPHY (1,200m), 
rated 40 to 65, 4-y-o & over, 3-00: 

1. Air Command (8) John 60.5, 2. 
Mint (4) Azfar Syed 60.5, 3. Nikka 

(11) H.M. Akshay 60.5, 4. Take A 
Bow (2) Ajeet IC 60.5, 5. Gypsy (1) 
Nazerul 60, 6. Roosevelt (12) 
Shivnath P 58.5, 7. Super Success 
(6) T.S. Jodha 58, 8. Turf Legend 
(7) Madhu Babu 58, 9. Al Dorado 
(10) Arshad 54.5,10. Brooklyn Su¬ 
preme (3) Chetan IC 54.5, 11. His 
Eminence (9) N. Jodha 54.5 and 
12. Depth Charge (5) Rajesh IC 54. 

1. AIR COMMAND, 

2. SUPER SUCCESS, 3. MINT 

4 STAR OF MYSORE TROPHY 
(1,400m), rated 60 & above, 4- 
y-o & over, 3-30:1. Andermatt (10) 
Srinath 60, 2. Merlot (8) John 59, 
3. Sakura (12) Akshay IC 58, 4. 
Sadeek (2) M. Prabhakaran 57.5, 
5. Set To Win (6) Zervan 56.5, 6. 
Fire Glow (7) T.S. Jodha 54.5, 7. 
Striking Grey (11) Darshan 54.5, 8. 
Sea Lagoon (5) Janardhan P 54, 9. 
Murcilago (1) Arshad 53.5,10. Top 
Striker (4) Irvan 52.5,11. Deimus 
(3) Shiva IC 51 and 12. Travieso (9) 
C. Umesh 51. 

1. SAKURA, 2. SET TO WIN, 

3. MERLOT 

5 H.H. SRI JAYACHAMARAJA 
WADIYAR MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(1,600m), rated 75 & above, 4-00: 
1. Royal Sceptre (7) S. Shareef 64, 

2. ICambaku (6) John 61, 3. Ship 
Rock (4) Akshay IC 60, 4. Psychic 
Force (2) Zervan 58, 5. Batman (8) 
Sai Kumar 56, 6. Oceanic Storm 
(1) Madhu Babu 55, 7. Grand 
Tenton (5) C. Umesh 50 and 8. 
Script Writer (3) Arshad 50. 


1. PSYCHIC FORCE, 2. ICAMBAKU, 3. 
ROYAL SCEPTRE 

6 INDRADHANUSH PLATE (DIV. 

I), (1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 4- 
30: 1. Arak (6) Santosh IC 61.5, 2. 
Alexander Burnes (4) Trevor 61, 

3. Another Rainbow (11) Arshad 
61, 4. Cosa Nostra (7) R. Shiva IC 
61, 5. Interesting (12) Nazerul 

60.5, 6. ICaradeniz (8) Darshan 
60, 7. Tokyo Rose (3) Chetan G 

59.5, 8. Fictioneer (10) Antony 58, 
9. Scarlet Princess (2) N.B. 
ICuldeep 58, 10. Schafenberg (9) 
Akshay IC 58, 11. Hidden Soldier 
(5) IC. Raghu 56 and 12. ICimera (1) 
Srinath 55.5. 

1. ALEXANDER BURNES, 

2. SCHAFENBERG, 3. ICIMERA 

7 pune plate (1,200m), rated 
20 to 45, 5-y-o & over, 5-00:1. 
Dancing Blues (7) Md. Asif Khan 
62, 2. Space Ship (8) A.M. Alam 

59.5, 3. Trevelyan (4) Sameer 
Khan 59,4. Perfect Legacy (12) Sai 
ICiran 58, 5. Matteo (11) S. Shareef 

57.5, 6. Eloika (6) Arshad 56, 7. In¬ 
trepid Warrior (5) J. Paswan 56, 8. 
ICazuri (10) Rajesh IC 55, 9. Coun¬ 
try’s Power (1) Janardhan P 54.5, 
10. Veni Vidi Vici (3) T.S. Jodha 

53.5, 11. Humming Bird (9) Md. 
Mushraf 53 and 12. Engelberg (2) 
N. Jodha 52.5. 

1. ELOIICA, 2. TREVELYAN, 

3. PERFECT LEGACY 

Day’s best: air command 
Double: SAKURA - PSYCHIC 
FORCE 

Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7; Tr (i): 2, 3 and 
4 ; (ii): 5, 6 and 7. 


Another draw for Anand 


SINQUEFIELD CUP 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

SAINT LOUIS 

A ninth straight draw kept 
Viswananathan Anand in 
the joint second place after 
the 10th and penultimate 
round of the Sinquefield 
Cup chess tournament here 
on Tuesday. 

Facing Sergey Karjalcin 
with black pieces, Anand 
drew by perpetual checks in 
35 moves. With a round to 
go, Anand’s heads a four¬ 
way tie for the second place 
at 5.5 points. Ding Liren 
leads with six. 

Magnus Carlsen broke his 
sequence of nine draws and 
beat Wesley So in 43 moves 
to match Anand’s tally. Ian 


Nepomniachtchi, who start¬ 
ed the day in joint lead with 
Ding, blundered against 
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave 
and lost in 46 moves. 

The results: 10th round: Ser¬ 
gey Karjalcin (Rus, 5.5) drew 
with Viswanathan Anand (5.5); 
Levon Aronian (Arm, 4) drew 
with Ding Liren (Chn, 6); Mag¬ 
nus Carlsen (Nor, 5.5) bt Wes¬ 
ley So (USA, 4). 

Ian Nepomniachtchi (Rus, 
5.5) lost to Maxime Vachier- 
Lagrave (Fra, 5); Shakhriyar 
Mamedyarov (Aze, 5) drew 
with Fabiano Caruana (USA, 5). 

Hikaru Nakamura (USA, 4.5) 
drew with Anish Giri (Ned, 4.5). 
Final-round pairings: Anand- 
Nakamura; Liren-Mamedya- 
rov;Vachier-Carlsen;Caruana- 
Karjakin;Anish-Nepomniacht- 
chi;So-Aronian. 


Sasi Kumar overpowers Yamasaki 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

BAOTOU (CHINA) 

Sasi Kumar Mulcund beat 
Jumpei Yamasaki of Japan 
6-0, 6-2 in the second round 
of the $54,060 Challenger 
tennis on Wednesday. 

The results: 

$54,000 Challenger, Baotou, 
China: Singles (second round): 

Sasi Kumar Mukund bt Jumpei 
Yamasaki (Jpn) 6-0, 6-2. 

$15,000 ITF men, Haren, 
Netherlands: Singles (first 
round): Bart Stevens (Ned) bt 
Adil Kalyanpur 6-1, 6-0. 
Doubles (pre-quarters): Kris¬ 
tian Tamm (Est) & Adil Kalyan¬ 


pur bt Glenn Smits & Bart Van 
Den Berg (Ned) 6-3, 3-6, 
[ 10 - 8 ]. 

$15,000 ITF men, Hua Hin, 
Thailand: Doubles (pre-quar¬ 
ter): Anirudh Chandrasekar & 
Nitin Kumar Sinha bt Seon Yong 
Han (Kor) & Chien Hsun Lo 
(Tpe) 7-5, 6-7(7), [13-11]. 
$15,000 ITF men, Tabarka, Tu¬ 
nisia: Singles (first round): Lo¬ 
renzo Bocchi (Ita) bt Kabir Gup¬ 
ta 6-0, 6-0; Majed Kilani (Tun) 
bt Rishab Agarwal 6-4, 6-1. 
Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): 
Alessandro Coppini (Ita) & Ima- 
nol Lopez Morillo (Esp) bt 
Naokki Takeda (Jpn) & Rishab 
Agarwal 6-2, 6-3. 

$25,000 ITF women, Kiryat 
Shmona, Israel: Singles (first 
round): Mihika Yadav bt Kristin 


Younes (Isr) 6-1, 6-3. 

$15,000 ITF women, Yeong- 
wol, Korea: Singles (first 
round): l-Hsuan Cho (Tpe) bt 
Ashmitha Easwaramurthi 6-0, 
6-1. Doubles (pre-quarterfi¬ 
nals): Seung-Yeon Hong & Se 
Jin Lee (Kor) bt Mio Kozaki 
(Jpn) & Ashmitha Easwaramur¬ 
thi 7-6(1), 6-1. 

$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka, 
Tunisia: Singles (first round): 

Lexie Stevens (Ned) bt Sri 
Vaishnavi Peddi Reddy 6-3, 
6 - 2 . 

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals): 

Clarissa Gai & Irene Lavino (Ita) 
bt Likitha Kalava & Bhuvana 
Kalva 6-4, 6-3; Anita Bertoloni 
& Martina Biagianti (Ita) bt Ni- 
ditra Rajmohan & Shreya Tata- 
varthy 6-2, 6-0. 


Barua accuses BCA official of‘misdeeds’ 

Secretary Lahiri denies all allegations, terms them ‘baseless’ 


CONTROVERSY 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICOLKATA 

Grandmaster Dibyendu Ba¬ 
rua on Tuesday accused 
Bengal Chess Association 
(BCA) secretary Atanu Lahiri 
of committing several ‘mis¬ 
deeds’, including ‘financial 
embezzlement’, and stop¬ 
ping his 12-year-old tourna¬ 
ment - Chess for Youth - be¬ 
cause of ‘personal’ grudge. 

Addressing a press confe¬ 
rence Barua said, as the 
State’s representative in the 
All India Chess Federation 
(AICF), Lahiri did not recom¬ 
mend his tournament - a 
formality to get permission 
- for a go-ahead from the na¬ 
tional body even after ‘ver¬ 
bally’ granting permission. 

Blocking permission 

Barua said Lahiri blocked 
permission to the event, 
which was scheduled to be 


held on Nov. 2 and 3, as the 
former pointed out to the 
West Bengal Government 
Tribal Development depart¬ 
ment that a large amount of 
fund was being paid to Glo¬ 
bal Chess Foundation (Lahi- 
ri’s ‘own company’) for pro¬ 
motion of chess among 
tribal communities and sug¬ 
gested that the funds instead 
should go to the BCA. 

Accordingly, the minister 
(Rajib Banerjee) “instructed 
the department to hand over 
the project to BCA instead of 
GCF”. 

Other charges 

Among Barua’s allegations, 
Lahiri not holding the BCA 
elections even though his te¬ 
nure was over in Dec. 2018, 
not letting two players parti¬ 
cipate in events and instruct¬ 
ing BCA members not to in¬ 
vite GMs Surya Sekhar 
Ganguly and Deep Sengupta 
for tournaments were 
prominent. 


Lahiri’s response 

In his response, Lahiri said 
since a FIDE-rated event 
scheduled in Durgapur had 
to get preference as per BCA 
regulations, Barua was 
asked to only change the 
dates of his event. 

According to Lahiri, 
player Dilip Das was denied 
entry to some events as he 
was not registered with BCA, 
while Sneha Haider was de¬ 
nied entry by the organiser 
of an event on disciplinary 
ground. 

The decision not to invite 
Ganguly and Sengupta was 
“unanimously” taken by the 
BCA, Lahiri said. 

Lahiri said as per his 
agreement with the Tribal 
Development department 
he was to be remunerated 
for his services. 

“I strongly deny all the al¬ 
legations against me as [they 
are] baseless,” said Lahiri in 
a statement. 


Elavenil lies in the fourth spot 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

RIO DE JANEIRO 

rio de janerio: Elavenil Valari- 
van shot 629.4 and was 
placed fourth after half the 
shooters had finished the 
qualification stage in wo¬ 
men’s air rifle in the shoot¬ 
ing World Cup on Wednes- 
day. 

She had a series of 105.8, 


106.0, 105.4, 103.4, 103.9, 
104.9. American Mary Caro- 
lynn Tuccker was leading 
with a score of 631.1. 

World Championship sil¬ 
ver medallist Anjum Moud- 
gil shot 629.1 to be in fifth at 
the halfway stage. Mehuli 
Ghosh also had a total of 
629.1 in MQS section. 


Two-time World Cup gold 
medallist Apurvi Chandela 
was set to shoot in the next 
relay. 

In women’s 25-metre 
sports pistol, Chini Yadav 
shot 290 at the precision 
stage, while Abhidnya Patil 
had 286. Annu Raj Singh was 
yet to shoot. 


Diwakar battles 
past Karata 


SQUASH 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GREATER NOIDA 

Diwakar Singh fought his 
way past Karata Dasmaha- 
patra 11-5, 7-11, 9-11,11-3,11-7 
in the under-19 boys’ pre¬ 
quarterfinals of the HCL 11th 
Indian Open junior squash 
championship here on Wed¬ 
nesday. In the quarterfinals, 
Diwakar Singh will meet top 
seed Yash Fadte who eased 
past Tarun Mammen. 

The results 

(pre-quarterfnals): 

Boys: Under-19: Yash Fadte bt 
Tarun Mammen 11-5,11-5,11-5; 
Diwakar Singh bt Karata Das- 
mahapatra 11-5,7-11, 9-11,11-3, 
11-7; Deepak Mandal bt Araash 
Mehta 11-5, 4-11,11-2,11-6; Il¬ 
ham Asmone bt Tejas Chawla 
11-13,11-4,11-5,11-6. 

Neel Joshi bt Suraj Chand 
11-1,11-2,11-8; Jaideep Singh 
Sethi bt Kautham Krish 11-3, 
11-6,11-5; Advait Adik bt Shub- 
ham Sehgal 11-5, 11-6, 11-3; 
Sankalp Anand bt Rishit Dunga 
11-3,11-3,12-10. 

Under-17: Ishant Shah bt Sidd- 
hant Sinha 11-4, 11-0, 11-3; 
Sunny Yadav bt Ishaan Nayar 
11-8,11-5,11-9; Arman Daruk- 
hanawalla bt Kulvir Sharma 6- 
11,11-5,11-9,15-13. 

Athrva Yadav bt Gaurav Ku¬ 
mar 11-5, 11-8, 11-6; Manhav 
Nanavati bt Ekam Singh 13-11, 
5-11, 9-11, 11-5, 11-7; Arnav 
Mandhana bt Om Semwal 1-11, 
11-7,12-10,9-11,11-7. 

Ishaan Singh bt Vasuman 
Baisla 11-4,11-5,11-5; Shreyas 
Mehta bt Thinura Randina Da- 


lumura Hettige 11-5,11-3,11-2. 
Under-15: Ansh Tripathi w.o. 
Paarth Ambani; Shaurya Bawa 
bt Yuvraj Wadhwani 11-3,13-11, 
6 - 11 , 8 - 11 , 11 - 8 . 

Vivaan Shah bt Abhishek 
Paswan 11-4,11-4,11-6; Jaivir 
Singh Dhillon bt Nishkal Dwi- 
vedi 11-4, 11-9, 11-8; Krishna 
Mishra bt Tavneet Singh Mun- 
dra 7-11,11-0,11-7,10-12,11-9; 
Nevindu Lakman Edirisinghe bt 
Nathan Shuyou Rosenzweig 
14-12, 2-11, 9-11, 11-7, 12-10; 
Rohan Arya Gondi bt Aarav Gill 
11-2,11-3,11-6; Rutva Samant 
bt Devay Mehta 11-4, 11-4, 
11 - 2 . 

Girls: Under-15: Kaavya Bansal 
bt Mahika Pathania 11-0,11-0, 
11-2; Advita Sharma w.o. Me- 
hek Anand. 

Vasudha Surange bt Ambar 
Kaur JohaL 11-4,11-3,11-2; Tia- 
na Parasrampuria bt Khushi 
Puranik 11-0,11-6,11-6; Pooja 
Arthi bt Saisha Gupta 11-5,11-7, 
11-5; Sonya Bajaj bt Chitrangda 
Goel 11-2,11-5,11-6. 

Shameena Riaz bt Maansha 
Bohra 12-10,11-8,11-8; Aasya 
Patel bt Khushi Jaspal 11-3, 
11-1,11-3. 

Under-13: Anahat Singh bt 
Yashi Jain 11-2,11-1,11-2; Na- 
vya Sundararajan bt Ananya 
Narayanan 11-9,11-8,11-9; Di- 
ya Dhillon bt Samairah Rajj 
Bhandari 12-10,11-4, 8-11,11-2; 
Nandini Jain bt Ritwika Singh 
Bundela 11-5, 11-9, 12-10; 
Khushboo bt Perina Sharma 
11-4,11-6,11-8. 

Sanvi Batar bt Ipsa Mishra 
11-7, 11-9, 11-13, 11-8; Dhritih 
Kandpal bt Shuvra S Borah 
11-8,11-9,11-7; Unnati Tripathi 
bt Sara Vats 11-1,11-3,11-1. 


• • 
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Katy Perry to perform 
in Mumbai in November 

MUMBAI 

Pop star Katy Perry on 
Wednesday announced on 
Twitter that she is all set to 
perform in the city on 
November 16 as part of the 
OnePLus Music Festival. The 
singer will perform at the DY 
Patil Stadium, pti 



Google plans shutting 
online job service f Hire' 


SAN FRANCISCO 

Google will shut down its job 
application tracking system 
"Google Hire" that was 
launched just two years ago, 
the company said in a 
statement. People can keep 
using "Hire" for another year 
and the service will close on 
September 1, 2020. ians 



SpaceX test-launches 
Mars rocket prototype 


BROWNSVILLE 

SpaceX test-launched an 
early prototype of the 
company's Mars rocket on 
Tuesday. The prototype, 
dubbed Starhopper, rose 
about 500 feet off its launch 
pad and propelled itself some 
650 feet onto an adjacent 
landing platform, completing 
a low-altitude test, reuters 



New book gives account 
of Obama's years in office 



NEW DELHI 

A new book on Barack Obama 
will give an in-depth account 
of the former U.S. President's 
years in office, while 
examining his legacy, 
publishers Penguin India said 
in a statement on Wednesday. 
Obomo: The Coll of History is 
written by Peter Baker of The 
New York Times, pti 


Take a sip: can global matcha 
craze save Japan’s tea industry? 

Green tea flavour infused in ice creams and cupcakes to create a new market 



Farmer Yoshio Shoji, top, checking a net over a matcha tea 
field in Fujieda, Japan, and, below, matcha-flavoured 
products on display at a cafe, -afp 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

FUJIEDA 

From matcha ice cream to 
cake and chocolate, produc¬ 
ers of traditional Japanese 
green tea are capitalising on 
growing global interest in its 
flavour - even as demand for 
the drink declines at home. 

At Shigehiko Suzuki’s tea 
shop in central Japan, 
adorned with a traditional 
“noren” drape, the custom¬ 
ers are flooding in but more 
to scoop up gelato or cake 
than to sip the bright-green 
tea. 

In 1998, Suzuki’s company 
Marushichi Seicha started 
making powdered matcha 
green tea - traditionally 
made using a bamboo whisk 
in a tiny room. The firm now 
exports 30 tonnes of green 
tea to the U.S., Europe, Afri¬ 
ca, Asia and the Middle East. 

“The demand for matcha 
is rapidly growing in the 
world... There’s demand for 
ice cream, desserts and cof¬ 
fee,” Mr. Suzuki said. 

But in Japan, the con¬ 
sumption of green tea leaves 
for drinking dropped from 
1,174 gm per household in 
2001 to 844 gm in 2015, ac¬ 
cording to the latest govern¬ 
ment data - a trend Mr. Su¬ 
zuki puts down to a more 
westernised diet. 

Sensing the shift, Mr. Su¬ 
zuki branched into matcha- 


flavoured ice cream nine 
years ago, opening a shop 
where customers can choose 
gelato from seven levels of 
bitterness. 

It became so popular, he 
opened two stores in Tokyo 
and one in Kyoto, matcha’s 
traditional home. 


Tea growers like 67-year- 
old Yoshio Shoji are also 
jumping on the bandwagon 
to grow matcha leaves. 

But Shoji said tea fields 
are shrinking as farmers get 
too old for the physically de¬ 
manding work. 

Tea leaves were first 


brought from China to Japan 
in the early ninth century 
and the tea was treated more 
as a medicine at that time. 

Traditional ceremony 

Matcha developed in 16th- 
century Kyoto when tea mas¬ 
ter Sen no Rikyu established 
the traditional tea ceremony 
known as “chanoyu”. 

“It is mainly the over-60s 
who drink tea. The younger 
people are, the more they 
drink coffee... Tea is no lon¬ 
ger attractive to customers. 
Our priority is to boost its 
appeal,” Mr. Suzuki said. 

Some tea rooms are trying 
to modernise the traditional 
drink to pull in younger 
punters. 

At Tokyo Saryo, a stark- 
white zen-style space in a 
quiet neighbourhood, “ba¬ 
rista” Yulca Ihara brews Japa¬ 
nese tea in special glass 
cups. 

“There’s the cultural tea 
ceremony and practical bot¬ 
tled tea. But something in- 
between, like a cafe where 
customers can enjoy tea in 
comfortable surroundings, 
didn’t really exist before,” 
Mr. Ihara said. 

“It’s important to come 
up with new ways to present 
and taste tea, as well as new 
recipes to let people redis¬ 
cover the value of Japanese 
tea.” 


J&K cricket association hopes 
to reach players through TV 

Mentor Irfan Pathan wants the team to get back to practice 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Jammu and Kashmir’s crick¬ 
et team mentor Irfan Pathan 
says he is dealing with the 
most unique challenge of his 
long cricketing career as he 
tries to keep the State’s prep¬ 
arations for the upcoming 
domestic season on track 
amid a communication 
clampdown. 

The Jammu and Kashmir 
Cricket Association (JKCA) 
has put out advertisements 
on local TV channels to get 
in touch with their players 
from the valley who have 
been incommunicado. 

Communication in the 
valley has been restricted by 
the government after the 
abrogation of the provisions 
of Article 370, which gave 
the State special status. Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir is now a 
Union Territory. 

“The biggest challenge for 
us is that we are not able to 
contact players in Kashmir 
and its districts. We are in 
touch with the Jammu 
players,” Mr. Pathan, who 
has played 29 Tests and 120 
ODIs for India, said. 

The pacer said the cur¬ 
rent situation in Kashmir has 
undone the massive gains 
made by the team in a fitness 
camp supervised by former 
Indian team trainer Sudar- 
shan V.P. in June. The dom¬ 
estic season gets under way 



Irfan Pathan 


next month with the Vijay 
Hazare Trophy. 

Desperate times call for 
desperate measures and 
with the JKCA unable to con¬ 
tact its players, including big 
names like Parveez Rasool, 
JKCA’s CEO Ashiq Ali Bukha¬ 
ri and its administrator C.K. 
Prasad met on Tuesday to 
come up with a solution. 

On the ticker 

“Bukhari is a former DIG. He 
came up with the idea that 
we should advertise on tele¬ 
vision. There is a pro¬ 
gramme that comes every 
evening and Kashmiris are 
communicating with their 
near and dear ones through 
that. So we put the ad there 
hoping the selected boys can 
join the camp in Jammu. We 
put it out yesterday and we 
can’t expect everyone to res¬ 
pond in one day. It will take 
at least two or three days. It 
is a very unique situation. I 
have never been involved in 


anything like this before,” 
said the 34-year-old. 

Mr. Pathan was appointed 
as player-cum-mentor in 
March 2018. He feels sad that 
the team is back to the draw¬ 
ing board after a successful 
fitness camp in Kashmir. 

Preparations hit 

“Preparation has been big 
hit time. In the training 
camp held in June, we put a 
lot of emphasis on fitness as 
we felt that our biggest weak¬ 
ness was agility. The J&K 
players have the lungs but 
they lack in agility so I ar¬ 
ranged a qualified trainer 
like Sudarshan to work on 
the players. 

“The players were sup¬ 
posed to peak by now but it 
is all back to zero in the cur¬ 
rent scenario. Even if the sit¬ 
uation becomes normal, 
there is no time for training, 
it is just about playing 
matches,” he said. 

It has been a life-changing 
stint for Mr. Pathan and he 
said that he is glad that he 
has been able to do his bit 
for the players in the region. 

“So many players were 
about to leave the game but 
when some of them heard of 
me taking charge, they 
found new hope. There is 
massive talent in the region 
and I hope I can help as ma¬ 
ny as I can, during my time 
there,” he added. 


Renovation halts rides 
at French museum 


Star tortoise, otters get higher protection at CITES 

A complete international ban will be enforced on their trade as part of efforts to boost numbers 



A star tortoise and, right, a smooth-coated otter. 


SHIV SAHAY SINGH 

ICO LICATA 

India’s proposal to upgrade 
the protection of star tortois¬ 
es ( Geochelone elegans), the 
smooth-coated otter (Lutro- 
gale perspicillata) and small- 
clawed otters ( Anoyx cine- 
reus) in CITES (Convention 
on International Trade in En¬ 
dangered Species on Wild 
Fauna and Flora) have been 
approved. 

These species have been 
listed under Appendix I of 
CITES and will now enjoy the 
highest degree of protection 
as there will be a complete 
international ban enforced 
on their trade. 


The upgradation was ap¬ 
proved at the Conference of 
the Parties (COP18) held at 
Geneva. 

Appendix I of CITES lists 
species that are the most en¬ 
dangered among CITES-list- 
ed animals and plants. “They 
are threatened with extinc¬ 


tion and CITES prohibits in¬ 
ternational trade in speci¬ 
mens of these species except 
when the purpose of the im¬ 
port is not commercial, for 
instance for scientific re¬ 
search,” the CITES website 
states. 

‘It’s very encouraging to 


see that India’s proposals re¬ 
ceived overwhelming sup¬ 
port from other parties as 
well and got approved,” Sa- 
ket Badola, head of TRAFFIC 
India told The Hindu. TRAF¬ 
FIC is an international wil¬ 
dlife trade monitoring 
network. 

For fur and as pets 

Agni Mitra, deputy director. 
Wildlife Crime Control Bu¬ 
reau, Eastern Region, said 
that 90% of trade of star tor¬ 
toises occurs as part of the 
international pet market. 

The species is categorized 
as ‘vulnerable’ by the Inter¬ 
national Union of Conserva¬ 


tion of Nature and a decline 
greater than 30% was pred¬ 
icted by 2025 if the exploita¬ 
tion continued or expanded. 

In case of the small- 
clawed otter and smooth- 
coated otter, which are trad¬ 
ed for their fur in the interna¬ 
tional market, numbers are 
also declining due to habitat 
loss. 

Mr. Mitra welcomed the 
inclusion of Tokay geckos in 
Appendix II of CITES. “To¬ 
kay geckos are sold in the 
open in some south Asian 
countries. Its inclusion in 
CITES Appendix II will bring 
some restriction on the 
sale,” he said. 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

Art and architecture fans 
hoping to experience the 
glass-enclosed escalators 
hugging the facade of the 
Pompidou Centre in Paris 
will have to wait until next 
year, as extensive renova¬ 
tion work is carried out on 
the groundbreaking four-de- 
cade-old structure. 

The museum has said 
that the “caterpillar” escala¬ 
tor as well as the sloping 
stone plaza in front of the 
iconic structure were closed 
to the public for work ex¬ 
pected to last until Septem¬ 
ber 2020. 

As a result, the centre’s 


three million annual visitors 
will have to use an entrance 
around back, usually re¬ 
served for the vast public li¬ 
brary that forms part of the 
inside-out complex. 

While a hit with visitors, 
the escalator can get un¬ 
bearably hot under the sum¬ 
mer sun, whose rays have 
taken their toll on the corri¬ 
dors since the Pompidou 
opened in 1977. 

The glass panels in partic¬ 
ular, which offer pristine 
views of the heart of Paris, 
will be replaced to offer bet¬ 
ter insulation. The main en¬ 
try underneath will also be 
enlarged and equipped with 
revolving doors. 


Let there be light 



Touch and go: Visitors looking at an interactive display at the Futurium in Berlin. The facility will open its doors on Septemer 5. 
The site offers an exhibition space and a laboratory, where visitors can experiment with their own ideas, -sean gallup/getty images 


Spanish kids 
get ‘werewolf 
syndrome’ 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MADRID 

At least 17 children deve¬ 
loped the so-called “were¬ 
wolf syndrome” in a major 
medicine mix-up in Spain, 
the Health Ministry said on 
Wednesday. 

They are suffering from 
the rare condition known 
as hypertrichosis that caus¬ 
es abnormal hair growth. 

The alert was given in 
June after parents started 
noticing their children - 
some of them babies - 
were growing hair all over 
their body after taking 
what they thought was 
omeprazole, a drug that 
helps with gastric reflux. 

After investigating, auth¬ 
orities discovered the 
drugs they took actually 
contained minoxidil, a me¬ 
dication used for the treat¬ 
ment of hair loss. 

The laboratory that sold 
the medicine has been 
closed. 


Teen activist Greta Thunberg reaches New York 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Swedish climate activist Gre¬ 
ta Thunberg reached New 
York on Wednesday, after a 
15-day journey crossing the 
Atlantic in a zero-carbon 
yacht. 

“Land!! The lights of Long 
Island and New York City 
ahead,” the 16-year-old 
tweeted, alongside a dark, 
blurry photo of lights in the 
distance. 



She later wrote on Twitter 
that her yacht had anchored 
off the entertainment district 
of Coney Island in Brooklyn 
to clear customs and immi¬ 
gration. 

Ms. Thunberg is sailing to 
New York to attend a UN 
summit on zero emissions 
next month after refusing to 
fly there because of the car¬ 
bon emissions caused by 
planes. 

She was offered a ride on 




Greta Thunberg 


the Malizia II racing yacht 
skippered by Pierre Casi- 
raghi, the son of Monaco’s 
Princess Caroline, and Ger¬ 



man round-the-world sailor 
Boris Herrmann. 

The yacht left Plymouth in 
southern England on August 
14, and the teenager marked 
the first anniversary of the 
start of her school strike on 
August 20. 

The 18-metre yacht fea¬ 
tures state-of-the-art solar 
panels on its deck and sides, 
and two hydro-generators 
provide the vessel’s electrici¬ 
ty. It can travel at speeds of 



around 35 knots (70 lcmph). 
Ms. Thunberg, who was diag¬ 
nosed with Asperger syn¬ 
drome at the age of 12, began 
sitting outside the Swedish 
parliament in August 2018 to 
get members of parliament 
to act on climate change. 

She was quickly joined by 
other students around the 
world, as word of her strike 
spread through the media, 
and the “Fridays for future” 
movement was born. 
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Fight it out with India's best minds 
and dominate the boardroom 


How good is your business acumen? 
Test it out at the Boardroom Challenge 

Present your business case to eminent 
panelists and bag the most coveted 
business title 
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